
We Did It! 
The 2002 Lakes Festival of Lights was 
held on the evening of December 7th in 
the North Park and it really was a huge 
success.  From the lights on the boats — 
to the lights in the trees — to the lights 
in the little kids eyes, the Festival of 
Lights truly lived up to its name.   

Everyone had a great time.  We had a 
huge crowd and we also collected a huge 
pile of toys for Toys for Tots.  The food, 
entertainment and the car show were all 
outstanding.  And the Lighted Boat Pa-
rade was truly spectacular!  Everything 
exceeded our wildest expectations… 
even the weather… it was just beautiful! 

Entertainment: 

We had a big stage in the park with 
lights and a full sound system because 
we had some great family entertainment 
to present.  Our master of ceremonies 
was KLAS-TV weather anchor Kevin 
Janison.  He did a wonderful job of 
greeting the crowd and introducing the 
entertainment.   

Our program began with the US Marine 
Corps color guard presenting our flag 
with a moment of silence to honor our 
service men and women.   

Next came a beautiful performance by 
the 85-member M.J. Christensen Ele-
mentary School Choir under the direc-
tion of Connie Beisner.  Hayley Nelson 
and Lorraine Longhi sang the Star Span-
gled Banner.  John Lee sang a beautiful 
rendition of God Bless the USA.  These 
songs set a patriotic tone for this Decem-
ber 7th event (Pearl Harbor Day).  Then 
the wonderful voices of the choir 
brought Holiday cheer to us all.   

The Nevada Theatre Company under the 
direction of Deanna Duplechain 
"wowed" the crowd with their Charley 
Brown Medley and a special visit from 
Santa Claus.  The kids especially liked 
the great costumes.   

We owe a special debt of gratitude to 
Deanna for organizing the stage, sound 
and lighting for the show and for putting 
on such a great program. 

Food: 

No community event is complete with-
out good food… but ours was truly 
great!   

Outback Steakhouse served complete 
dinners including: steak, chicken, 
French fries and Caesar salad.  You got 
all that for only $5.00, all of which was 
donated by Outback to help sponsor our 
event!  We offer our sincerest thank you 
to Tony Grappo and the whole Outback 
Steakhouse gang.   

But that's not all… we also had A Taste 
of the Lakes, a food park sponsored by 
businesses in the Lakes Town Center 
Plaza.  Each person who donated a toy 
to Toys for Tots got 
a free ticket to A 
Taste of the Lakes.  
Not only was the 
food delicious… we 
collected over 400 
toys plus $145.00 
for the Toys for Tots 
program.  We thank 
the following busi-
nesses for donating 
their great food and 
their hard work to 
make A Taste of the 
Lakes possible: King 
& I, Lakes Lounge, 
Milano's Pizzeria 
and the Mini Market 
at the Lakes.  Pat on 
the Back also gave 
free back massages. 

On a cool winter night you need hot 
drinks to keep your tummy warm.  And 
we had the best, thanks to the folks at 
Lake Sahara Coffee Café who donated 
their delicious hot coffee and hot choco-
late to support of our event.   

To all of the businesses who provided 
food and drinks and even back rubs, we 
sincerely thank you for your support. 

We must also thank our wonderful ticket 
counter crew.  Cheryl Martin, Nancy 
Sullivan, Patty Rosia, Katherine Tous-
saint and Lisa Lopez (none of whom are 
Lakes residents) graciously volunteered 
to sell tickets and provide information.  

All this I might add, in the dark!  I think 
they were using the "Braille system" of 
counting money.  We thank you for 
doing a super job under trying condi-
tions.  Next year we'll have some lights. 

Toys for Tots: 

The Marine Toys for Tots program is 
one of the most worthwhile charities 
during the Holiday season.  And people 
literally came in droves to drop off toys.  
We're very proud of the generosity our 
community showed by bringing so many 
toys and donating money to support this 
great cause.   

We had what seemed like a whole squad 
of Marines to support our event.  The 

color guard kicked off our entertainment 
program.  The Marines collected the 
toys, and gave out and collected tickets 
for A Taste of the Lakes.  They did a 
great job!  We thank Sgt. Slider and 
Capt. Pascoli for all their support. 

Car Show: 

A car show?  At The Lakes?  Yep, we 
had over thirty beautiful cars on display.  
We had everything from Bentleys to '57 
Fords to Corvettes.  It was a terrific 
show and we appreciate the hard work 
of Ed Metcalfe and Lou Somers who 
spread the word to the car club commu-
nity.  It got a bit dark out there so next 
year we're going to have to put out some 
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lights so we can all get a better look at 
those beautiful cars. 

Traffic, Safety and Security: 

We had a very safe and comfortable 
environment to host the Festival.  There 
were Metro officers plus private security 
on site and of course… all those Ma-
rines!  That night, The Lakes was surely 
the safest place in town. 

We had plenty of free parking comple-
ments of Citibank.  We thank Sterling 
Adamson and Steve Garofalo of Citi-
bank for letting us use a portion of their 
parking lot for Festival parking.  Lake 
North Drive was barricaded to make 
room for our event and to provide a safe 
pedestrian walkway from the parking 
lot. 

An event with so many people can make 
quite a mess but after the event was 
over, our community 
looked just as beauti-
ful as ever.  We thank 
Chris Jaramillo of 
Jaramillo Landscap-
ing and Maintenance 
for generously provid-
ing trash receptacles 
and cleaning up the 
area at no charge.   

Boat Parade: 

The grand finale was 
our lighted Boat Pa-
rade led by our Grand 
Marshal, Kevin Jani-
son and his family.  
Well over twenty 
beautifully lit boats 
paraded around our 
entire lake showing off to the festival 
crowd and to the Lakes homeowners.  
All the lights reflecting off the water 
looked just awesome.  We thank all the 
boat owners who worked so hard deco-
rating their boats.  They looked great! 

Awards: 

The entire Lakes community did such a 
wonderful job of decorating their yards 
and boats that we just had to give out 
some awards.  Our judges went out on 
the evening of December 4th to choose 
the best decorated boats and yards.  
What a haaaard job!  There were so 
many beautiful decorations that is was 
really difficult to pick winners.  But our 
judges put their heads together and made 
the best choices they could.   

Please congratulate the winners listed on 

the facing page for the terrific job they 
did in helping to make the Boat Parade 
and our community look great for the 
Holidays.  We thank everyone who 
decorated and we apologize to those of 
you who may have put up their decora-
tions too late for our judging. 

The Numbers: 

We estimate that between 1,500 and 
2,000 people attended the event and 
most of them were from the surrounding 
community.  Over 400 toys were do-
nated to needy children.  And because of 
the generosity of our sponsors and vol-
unteers, we ended up with enough 
money to get a start on next year's festi-
val. 

Our Sponsors: 

Having our Festival open to the public 
and free of charge was only possible 

because of the generosity of our spon-
sors.  We had a terrific show of support 
from local businesses who helped spon-
sor our event.  Please show them your 
gratitude in the best way you can… by 
patronizing their businesses.   

We must especially thank our largest 
sponsor… the City of Las Vegas, with-
out whom this event would not have 
been possible.  Councilwoman Lynette 
Boggs McDonald and her staff provided 
excellent support in helping us gain a 
grant from the CLV Neighborhood Part-
nership Fund.  And we offer a special 
thank you to Maria Castillo Couch of the 
CLV Neighborhood Services Depart-
ment for all her help.   

This was not just a Lakes event, it was 
truly a community wide celebration, 
thanks to the support of the West Sahara 

Community Association's board of direc-
tors: Russ Gray, Rosann Krausch 
McBride, Sharon Silva, Donna Tous-
saint and Landa Trentham. 

Our Team: 

As you can imagine, an event of this 
scale required a lot of work by a lot of 
people.  We really had a great team of 
people who volunteered their ideas and 
"lots and lots and lots" of their time to 
make the Festival a success.  It was a 
real TEAM effort.  I truly appreciate the 
support and dedication of each and 
every member of our team.  You guys 
were awesome!  Thanks for all you did. 

If anyone would like to be a part of next 
year's event, we'd love to have you on 
our team.  We're going to need even 
more volunteers next year.  We need 
YOU! 

So that's it… not exactly in a nutshell.  I 
hope you all enjoyed it.  Let's do it 
again! 

Greg Toussaint 
256-9998 

greg@global-markets.com 

The 2002 Lakes 
Festival of Lights Team 
Chairman 

Greg Toussaint 
 
Team Captains:  

Awards 
Donna Toussaint 

Boat Parade 
Jim Sims 

Car Show 
Russ Gray 

Entertainment 
Louisa Gray 

Fund Raising 
Berton Severson 
Gerald Solomon 

Public Safety 
Burt Steinberg 

Publicity 
Landa Trentham 
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Award Winners 
Yard & Boat Decorations 

 
Winner Street Award 
 
 
First Place Winners: 
Patricia  Doninger Waterside Cir. Best Decorated Boat 
Virginia Schaffer Waterside Cir. Most Festive Holiday Boat Design 
Berton Severson & Gerald Solomon Carlitas Joy Ct. Most Original Boat Design  
Les & Melody Edwards Captains Pl. Most Original Boat Design (Lakeview) 
Don Burns Lido Isle Ct. Best Holiday Boat Design  (South Shore Villas) 
 
Lloyd & Pamela Bell Waterside Cir. Best Holiday Theme (Yard & Boat) 
Melvin & Laura Tousseau Waterside Cir. Best Holiday Scene (Yard & Boat) 
The Ruthers Captains Pl. Best Use of Holiday Decorations (Yard & Boat) 
Lou & Debbi Somers Island View Ct. Best Use of Lights (Yard & Boat) 
 
Kenneth  & Yvonne Gragson Waterside Cir. Best Overall Use of Animation & Design 
Ron & Joanie Richardson Coast Line Ct. Most Elegant Yard Design 
William & Terry Gialketsis  Beach View Ct. Best Use of Color & Design 
Lewis & Ethel Whitney Coast Line Ct. Most Original Use of Holiday Lights 
Valerie Yamagata Lido Isle Ct. Best Animated Holiday Design (South Shore Villas) 
Romeo Leh Dublin Waterside Cir. Best Decorated Front & Back Yard  (Lakeview) 
Denise Lloyd Lido Isle Ct. Most Elaborate Holiday Design (South Shore Villas) 
Pete Costello Misty Harbour Dr. Best Decorated Yard (Glenview Landings) 
 
 
Additional Winners: 
Frank Chelli  Beach View Ct. Creative Holiday Boat Design 
Ginny Vilensons Waterside Cir. Honorable Mention 
Russ & Louisa Gray Captains Pl. Honorable Mention 
Charlie Ward Captains Pl.  Honorable Mention 
Burt  & Estelle Steinberg Waterside Cir. Sportiest Boat Design 
Douglas Geinzer & Wanda Cordero Waterside Cir. Honorable Mention 
Jones Blurton & Jill B. Dominic Waterside Cir. Honorable Mention 
Michael & Joan Trofino Misty Harbour Dr. Honorable Mention 
Jim & Mikey Bilbray Beach View Ct. Honorable Mention 
The Mannings Beach View Ct. Honorable Mention 
The Agrebis Waterside Cir. Honorable Mention Front Yard Design 
Bill Fayne Nautical Bay Ln. Honorable Mention 
Theresa & Robert Giandomenico Carlitas Joy Ct. Honorable Mention Front Yard Design 
Philip & Stephanie Rogers Carlitas Joy Ct. Honorable Mention Front Yard Design 
Richard & Paivi Moore Carlitas Joy Ct. Honorable Mention Front Yard Design 
Lawrence & Hollace Holran Yankee Clipper Dr. Honorable Mention 
Ronald Edelstein Misty Harbour Dr. Honorable Mention 
Douglas & Laura Hunter Misty Harbour Dr. Honorable Mention 
Liliane Elkins Misty Harbour Dr. Honorable Mention  
Adrienne Weiss & Sharron St. Clair Waterside Cir. Honorable Mention  
The Coury Family Waterside Cir. Honorable Mention  
The Pappas Family Waterside Cit. Honorable Mention 



2002 Lakes Festival of Lights Sponsors: 
 

Bergman Walls & Associates, Ltd. 
Cal Fed Bank 

City of Las Vegas 
Jaramillo Landscaping & Maintenance Co. 

Jazzed Café 
Lake Sahara Coffee Café 

Martin & Peltyn, Inc. 
Outback Steakhouse 

Somers Convention Furniture Rental, Inc. 
Terra West Property Management 

Towbin Bentley Rolls Royce 

Lakes Association 
c/o Terra West, attn. Cheryl Martin 
2655 South Rainbow 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89146 
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