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A Letter From The Editor 
Welcome to another edition 
of The Lakes Newsletter… a 
publication dedicated to 
p r o v i d i n g  n e w s  a n d 
information to homeowners in 
The Lakes Association.   

The big news is that we’re 
going to resurrect a great 
tradition… The Lakes Parade of 
Lights boat parade.  It should 
be a great way to start off the 
Holiday season so we hope 
you will join in the fun. 

In this issue, Burt Steinberg will 
answer one of the great 
questions of our time, “What 
is the ARC?  And why do I 
care?”  He also offers advise to 
all homeowners about proper 
etiquette and safety at our 
entry gates.   

We hope you enjoy this 
edition and please let us know 
if you have any questions that 
we can answer in future 
editions. 

Greg Toussaint, 
Editor 

occur naturally in our lake… 
not the foods that come from 
our kitchens.  Wild animals 
know how to feed themselves; 
they don’t need our help. 

Furthermore, feeding the fowl 
attracts birds that we don’t 
want.  Pigeons flock to our 
area because people are 
feeding them and they are 
particularly dirty and noisy.  
They roost in homeowners’ 
eaves, waking people at dawn 
with their noise and they litter 
our houses and yards.  They 
are not wildlife; they are pests 

We all enjoy seeing the ducks 
and all the other wild birds.  
They make an important 
contribution to our ‘Lakes 
lifestyle.’  But unfortunately, 
we humans often have a 
negative impact on the natural 
wildlife that shares our 
community. 

Many people feel the need to 
feed the birds; the result is an 
unsightly mess and it can 
create a health hazard.  Wild 
animals don’t digest human 
foods properly.  They come to 
The Lakes for the foods that 

Please… Don’t Endanger Our Wildlife 
that are detrimental to The 
Lakes.  So, please... don’t feed 
the birds, coots or ducks.   

Recently, a duck became 
entangled in a fishing line that a 
homeowner left in the lake.  
The duck was seriously injured 
and could have died.  Please 
don’t leave fishing lines 
unattended. 

Let’s keep our community 
clean and healthy and let’s 
keep our wildlife healthy.  

Burt Steinberg, 
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What’s The Latest At The Lakes? 

Those of you who have lived at 
The Lakes for a while, 
remember that we used to 
have an annual boat parade 
during the Holidays.  Everyone 
decorated their boats with 
lights and paraded them 
around the Lake.  It was great 
fun and a beautiful way to 
celebrate the Holidays.  

Somehow in the hectic pace of 
the ‘90s, The Lakes Parade of 
Lights kind of fell by the 
wayside.  Well… not any 
more!  This year we’re going 
to resurrect this great Holiday 
tradition. 

How to participate. 

It’s simple… if your boat is 
licensed to operate on the 
lake, just decorate it and show 
up. 

When. 

Saturday, December 8th at 
7:00 p.m.  Please be on time 
so we can start together. 

Where. 

Our Grand Marshall, City 
Councilwoman Lynette Boggs-
McDonald, will lead the parade 
from the starting point at the 
Lakes Town Center dock at 
the North end of the Lake.   

Parade route. 

We’ll take a clockwise route 
around the entire Lake.  Just 
fall in line behind the lead boat.  
Follow single file but not too 
closely.  Stay in line for the 
entire parade until we return 
to the starting point, where we 
will begin again. 

Decorating your boat. 

How you decorate your boat 
is really up to you.  The parade 
will be held after dark, so 
lighting is the key.  Standard 

‘Chr is tmas ’  l ight s  and 
decorations are probably your 
best bet.  In the past, 
homeowners have used 
twinkle lights, chase lights, 
rope lights and even electric 
‘holiday yard art.’  Use your 
imagination.  Patriotic themes 
could be a good idea, given our 
current world crisis. 

How to power your lights. 

Since most lights require 
regular household power, you 
will need to get either a 
’generator’ or an ‘inverter.’   

A small gasoline-powered 
generator can be used to 
provide 110-volt AC power 
for your lights.  Generators 
can be rented from most tool 
rental stores like Abby Rents or 
Ahern Rentals.  Call around 
early; there are a limited 
number of units available in 
town.  If you choose to 
purchase one, be sure to test it 
for loudness.  The Honda and 
Coleman are very quiet. 

You can also use an inverter to 
convert your boat’s 12-volt 
DC current to 110-volt AC.  
Some can be connected right 
into your boat’s cigarette 
l i gh t e r  o r t he more 
adventurous may wish to 
connect directly to the boat’s 
battery terminals.  Once the 
inverter is installed, all you 
have to do is plug your lights 
into the power outlet on the 
unit.  And voila... you have 
lights! 

You can purchase inverters 
with output ratings ranging 
from 250 watts to 1200 watts 
depending on the amount of 
electric service you plan on.  
The cost is from $30 up.  A 
400-watt unit seems to handle 
a reasonable amount of power 
for a 16-foot boat.  Check the 
total sum of the watts you will 

The Annual ‘Lakes Parade of Lights’ Begins Again! 
need for all your lights.  The 
watts are listed on all 
packaging for electrical devices 
and lights.  Just add up all the 
watts on the lights you will use 
and that figure will determine 
the size of inverter required.  
For safety reasons, use a sum 
that is no more than 75% of 
the output rating of the 
inverter.   

We have recently seen 
inverters for sale at Sam’s Club 
and Radio Shack and they are 
available at other similar 
stores.  So shop around. 

If you decide to use an 
inverter, be sure to charge 
your batteries.  To obtain a full 
charge: run your boat, charge 
the batteries, run the boat 
again and then give the 
batteries a final charge.  This 
will help give your batteries a 
full charge and will also give 
you an idea how good your 
batteries are. 

Holiday cheer. 

Please help us celebrate the 
Annual Lakes Parade of Lights.  
If you have a boat, come join 
the parade.  If not, come out 
and join the fun.  Decorate 
your yards, homes and docks.  
Turn on your lights and give us 
a cheer as we go by.  Holiday 
bells, music and carolers will 
help set the tone. 

This night is for all of us who 
are fortunate enough to live at 
The Lakes.  Let’s all turn out 
and have a ball!  We hope to 
see you there. 

Greg Toussaint 

If  you need addit ional 
information regarding the 
parade, please call me at 256-
9998.   

For in format ion about 
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Didja’ Ever Wonder…? 
What Should I Do When There Are Others At The Entry Gate? 
Many times when we approach 
the gate, one or more cars 
may be waiting to enter.  As a 
resident I try to see if I 
recognize the person and, if so, 
I let them proceed first.  To 
avoid any damage to my car, I 
make sure the arm fully comes 
down and back up.  Also, I am 
careful that the gate is going to 
stay open.  Sometimes it may 
appear to be going to open 
when it really is closing.  

When approaching cars that 
are trying to enter and are 
having problems, I ask if I can 
assist them.  If they are having 
problems with the entry 
system, I show them how to 

operate it.   

Most of the time they have a 
legitimate reason for entering 
our community.  However, 
sometimes there are ‘looky-
loos’ or worse.   

If someone calls from the gate 
asking you to let them in, make 
sure they are authorized.  
Anyone can claim to be from 
FedEx, the phone company or 
someone’s a friend.  If you 
aren’t certain that they are 
who they say they are and that 
they have a legitimate right to 
enter, please don’t admit them. 

If you see any vehicles that 
appear suspicious in any way, 

What’s The ARC?  Is There Going To Be A Flood? 
paint color, landscaping, 
walkways, patio covers, 
planters, or roofing materials 
all require an ARC submittal; 
so does making a room 
addition or installing a pool or 
spa.  Installation of satellite 
dishes or any kind of antenna 
must also be approved by ARC 
before they are installed.  If 
changes are made without 
advance ARC approval, the 
homeowner  may  f a c e 
expensive rework or in some 
cases complete removal of the 
changes. 

The committee also approves 
new construction plans for 
custom homes to be built in 
the Lakes Estates, Beachview 
Estates and North Shore 
Estates.  Set-backs, heights and 
placement of the new 
structure are our primary 
concerns.  We also review 
aesthetic issues such as colors, 
textures, finishes, materials and 
landscaping.   

Why all this hassle? 

I know, it does sound pretty 
restrictive, doesn’t it.  But it 
really isn’t; we approve most 
applications with little or no 
change.  The ARC is there for 
you; we represent all the 
homeowners’ interests.  We 
truly strive to be fair and 
impartial and our goal is to 
preserve and enhance your and 
your neighbors’ property 
v a l ues  w i t h as  l i t t l e 
intervention as possible.  

How do I make my 
application? 

It’s easy, just contact the 
Association office to get an 
ARC Application form.  Fill it 
out and return it to the 
Association with any drawings 
(to scale) and specifications 
that may be needed to 
descr ibe the proposed 
changes.  Photographs are also 
helpful. 

Can I join the ARC? 

As a matter of fact, we are 
short one member on the 

No... the presence of an ARC 
doesn’t mean it’s going to rain 
for forty days and forty nights.   

What does it do? 

ARC stands for Architectural 
Review Committee.  Like all 
master planned communities, 
The Lakes has an ARC whose 
job is to review all new 
construction and modifications.  
When any changes are to be 
made to the exter ior 
structures of homes, we are 
responsible: to ensure that 
they are in compliance with 
The Lakes Association’s 
CC&Rs, that they do not 
adversely affect the look of the 
property and that they 
harmonize with the natural 
beauty of our community.  

How does it work? 

Whenever a homeowner plans 
to make any visible changes to 
the exterior of their home, 
they are required to submit an 
application to The Lakes ARC.  
Changing such things as the 

please  record the make, 
model, color and license 
number of the car and notify 
the Association office during 
the day or the security guard 
after 6:00 p.m.   

Let’s keep our eyes open and 
together we can keep our 
community safe for everyone 
and free of vandalism.   

Burt Steinberg, 
Contributing Editor 

 

Call: 
Office: ...............  385-7401 
Security: ............  459-3131 

committee.  If you are a 
homeowner within The Lakes 
Association, you are eligible.  
You don’t need any building or 
construction experience and 
it’s not a lot of work.  We 
meet from time-to-time, only 
as needed to review ARC 
app l i c a t i on s  mad e  by 
homeowners.  The meetings 
generally start at 10:00 a.m. 
and last for 1-2 hours.  If you 
would like to make a 
c on t r i bu t ion  t o  y our 
community, we could use your 
help.  Please contact the 
Association office at 385-7401 
to get an application.  We 



Phone: (702) 385-7401 
Fax: (702) 384-4473 

P.O. Box 29269 
Las Vegas, NV 89126-3269 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meetings 

 

Date: The second Thursday of 
each month.  Except 
December.   

Time: 10:00 a.m.  
Location:  

Community Assn. Services 
601 S. Rancho Drive 
Suite B-15 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
(Quail Park II — Southeast 
corner of Rancho Drive & 
Pinto Lane) 

 

Note.  This Notice is provided 
to all member-owners in 
accordance with Nevada State 
law.   Copies of the Meeting 
Minutes  are available from the 
management office for a cost 
of 15 cents per page plus 
mailing upon request. 

Board of Directors 

Ron Coury,  President 
Burt Steinberg,  Vice Pres. 
Richard Artz,  Sec/Treas. 
Greg Toussaint,  Director 
Tony Grappo,  Director 

 

Architectural Review 
Committee 

Richard Artz,  Chairman 
Jim Sims 
Burt Steinberg 
Greg Toussaint 
Vacant 

Important Contacts 

 
Property Manager 

Jennifer Guinn, 385-7401 
 
ARC Customer Service 

Cynthia Dufala, 385-7401 
 
Maintenance & Inspection 

Jim Sims, 768-8792 
 
Landscaping 

Jaramillo Landscaping 
Emergency hotline 
696-5570 

 
Security (6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 

Pinkerton Security 
459-3131 


