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A Letter From The Editor

Spring has ‘sprung’ and it’s time
for another edition of The
Lakes Newsletter. Once again
we've tried to provide a mix of
news and information about
The Lakes.

In response to questions about
what to do when there is a
problem in our area, this
newsletter explains both who
to call and when to call.

Jim Sims has written a very
interesting article about the
varieties of fish in our lake.

We've had a great deal of
construction lately — that’s
both good and bad. We want
The Lakes to be fully built-out
but we also want to reduce the
amount of disruption to the
existing homeowners.  Our
new Construction Guidelines will
allow us to better control the
behavior of builders and
contractors.

Spring brings with it our
perennial pest — the midge fly.
Want to know what to do
about them? We'll tell you on
page three.

Have you been wondering how
frequently you should water
your lawn?  The Southern
Nevada Watering Authority’s
recommended schedule is also
on page three.

And don’t forget, the Lakes
Association Board meetings
are open to all homeowners.
The schedule for our next
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A hot air balloon touches down on the Lake

meeting is on the back page.

Enjoy this newsletter and
please let us know if there’s
anything you'd like to see in
the next issue.

Grey Tussaint

Editor
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Who Ya’ Gonna Call?

Many homeowners have asked
who they should call to report

a problem in their
neighborhood. Of course
there are all kinds of
problems .. ranging from a

simple landscaping problem in
a common area .. to a stray
boat on the Lake ... to a real
emergency.

During Lakes business hours
(Monday through Friday
between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00
p.m.) you can place non-
emergency calls to the Lakes
Association business office at

385-7401. Our office will then
dispatch the appropriate
person to investigate your
problem.

Pinkerton Security patrols our
streets and common areas
seven days a week between
the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 4:00
a.m. During those hours,
please call them at 459-3131 to
report any security problems
— such as trespassing, acts of
vandalism or possible safety
issues.

Jaramillo Landscaping maintains

the landscaping in The Lakes
common _areas; they are not
responsible for maintenance
of homeowners’ lots. If you
see an emergency landscaping
problem in a common area
(e.g. a broken pipe) during
non-business hours, please call
Jaramillo’s emergency hot-line
at 696-5570.

Any emergency should be
reported immediately to the
appropriate public safety
organization such as the Las
Vegas Police Department, The
Las Vegas Fire Department or
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What’s The Latest At The Lakes?

Large Mouth Bass
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Channel Catfish

Redear Sunfish

Something’s Fishy ‘Round Here

It’s our little secret that The
Lakes is still the best fishin’
hole around.

About ten years ago, with
fishermen in mind, we stocked
the Lake with large mouth
bass, channel catfish and a fish
called “Redear” of the sunfish
family. Over the years we
added live feeder fish
(minnows) to fatten the game
fish and to provide insect and
algae control. As the Lake
matured, and with so few
anglers, we stopped importing
feeder fish because the Lake
had become self-supporting;
generating a natural food
source for our fishery.

When the Lake was
completed, a very important
lake-management species of

introduced — a
special, aquatic vegetation-
control fish «called
Ctenopharyngodon idella,
commonly called Triploid White
Amur and even more
commonly known as the
“Grass Carp”. This species is
controlled in Nevada, as it is in
most states, through special
permits. They require that the
fish be certified “Triploid”;
meaning the fish have an extra
chromosome so they cannot
reproduce.

fish was

You have probably seen ponds
or small lakes that were
overgrown with duckweed, lily
pads or other vegetation. It
can get so bad that you can’t
even navigate a boat through
the growth. Our Amur have
done an excellent job of

controlling the
vegetation in the Lake.

aquatic

Amur don’t often take bait but
they may at times. Because
they were expensive to
introduce into the Lake, we
request that if you happen to
catch one, please return it to
the water.

In my next installment, Il
provide more information
about our fishery program,
including how and where to
find the best fishing areas in
our Lake.

Tin Sine

Contributing Editor
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A Lot’s Been Going On

This past year we've made a
great deal of progress toward
completing the build-out of
The Lakes.

Many of you may already be
aware of this because you've
suffered with all the
construction noise, dirt and
debris. The recent surge in
building has created many
problems for our neighboring
homeowners so The Lakes
Architectural Review Committee
has drawn up a new set of
Construction Guidelines that each
builder will have follow.
Violators of these rules will be
subject to heavy fines. This
should help reduce the
problems we have faced but
we must all recognize that no
construction area can be truly
clean or quiet. So we’'ll have
to be a little tolerant.

And it’s really in all our best
interests to see the empty lots
replaced with beautiful new
homes. As the vacant land
decreases, there will be a
positive effect on the values of
all our homes. In the future
when there are no more
vacant lots, people who want
to move here to here to enjoy
“The Lakes lifestyle” will have
to buy existing homes.

In fact, there’s really not that
much vacant land left now.
During this past year we've
had homes under construction
on || of the 4] vacant lots in
The Lakes Association — of
which five are now complete.
We're now down to the last
thirty lots.

Hopefully, peace and
tranquility will not be that far
off.
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Didja’ Ever Wonder...?

When are we supposed to water our yards?

From the Southern Nevada

Watering Authority here is the

recommended watering schedule over the next several months for
lawns such as tall fescue or bermuda (times for other types of lawns

April
4 days per week
2 times a day
3 minutes each watering

May
5 days per week
2 times a day
3 minutes each watering

June & July
6 days per week

2 times a day
5 minutes each watering

August
6 days per week

2 times a day
4 minutes each watering

Local ordinances prohibit lawn
watering from May | through
October | during the hours of
noon and 7 p.m. And, they
make it unlawful to let water
run into the street or sidewalk
for 20 minutes or more or to
allow it to pool.

You can report a water waster
by calling the SNWA
Conservation help line at:
258-SAVE.

What’s Buggin’ You?

It’'s that time of year again...
the midge flies are back. Each
year, starting in March, we get
to share our beautiful lake with
those pesky little guys.

Where do they come from?

The larvae primarily grow at
the bottom of the Lake and
also in marshy damp spoil
under shrubbery. After about
four weeks they hatch, float to
the top of the Lake and
emerge as adult midge flies.
The flies only live for 5-10
days. They eat nothing but
gather in large swarms to
breed. The females lay their
eggs on the Lake or in marshy
soil and the cycle starts again.

How do we get rid of them?

The short answer is “we
don’t” They’re an inevitable
result of having a large body of
water in our midst. We can’t
eliminate them but there are
some things we can do to keep
them in check.

What are we doing about it?

We treat the Lake with a non-
chemical larvicide that is
harmless to humans, wildlife
and fish but it is effective in

reducing the midge fly
problem. We treat the Lake
periodically through the midge
fly season — from March
through July.  This greatly
reduces the midge fly
population but we can’t get rid
of them entirely.

How can | keep them away
from my yard?

Since midges are flying insects,
there’s no way to stop them
from coming into your yard...
you can only discourage them.

How about lighting?

Midges are drawn in large
numbers to lighting and once
they find a place they like, they
tend to stay there. So avoid
using unnecessary lights until
45 minutes after sundown —
90 percent or more of their
flight activity takes place before
that time. Replace regular light
bulbs with those that insects
find less attractive, such as
high-pressure sodium vapor
lamps; halogen bulbs with pink,
yellow or orange tints; or with
dichrom yellow bulbs.

What about muddy areas?

They’re a big problem because

midges love to lay their eggs in
marshy soil near houses and
under bushes. Make sure you
don’t over-water your yard or
planters. If you have areas that
stay permanently soggy you're
watering too much and you're
inviting midges to grow there.

Can’t pesticides help?

Pesticides are indispensable in
reducing the midge fly
population. You should
regularly treat your yard and
planters with a granular
treatment such as Diazanon
which will remain effective for
about 30 days. You can also
power-spray the exterior of
your home with a pesticide
product (around lights,
windows and doors).

Summary.

If we all pitch in, we can greatly
reduce our midge fly problem.
So please eliminate
unnecessary lighting, don’t
over-water, and talk to your
pest control company about
what treatments they
recommend for your yard.

Editor’s note. Thanks to Russ
Hedland at Desert Pest Control
for his help in preparing this




Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Announcement

WHERE & WHEN

Date: April 19, 2001

Time: 10:30 AM

Location:
Community Assn. Services
601 S. Rancho Drive
Suite B-15
Las Vegas, Nevada
(Quail Park Il — Southeast
corner of Rancho Drive &
Pinto Lane)

*** This Agenda is provided to
all member-owners in
accordance with Nevada State
law. Copies of the Meeting
Minutes are available from the
Management office for a cost
of 15 cents per page plus
mailing upon request.

AGENDA
9:30 am: Executive session.
10:00 am: Violations / hearings.

10:30 am: Member input (10-
minute timeframe for each
speaker-.

|. Call to order.

2. Action / approve minutes of
the February 8, 2001 Board
of Directors meeting.

3. Action / approve actual
income & expenses.

4. Update from Lakes Estates
committee-member, Tony
Grappo.

5. Discussion / action regarding
entry signs for Northshore
Estates per an owner’s
request.

6. Discussion / action regarding
cleanup and re-landscaping
of Northshore Estates.

7. Discussion / action regarding
new ARC Construction
Guidelines and enforcement.

8. Review / action on all
outstanding violations.

9. General Discussion.

10. Schedule next Board

Meeting.

I'l. Adjourn.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ron Coury, President
Burt Steinberg, Vice Pres.
Richard Artz, Sec/Treas.
Greg Toussaint, Director
Tony Grappo, Director
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Fax:  (702) 384-4473

Email: jennifer.cas@worldnet.att.net




