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A Letter From The Editor 
Springtime is traditionally a 
time for renewal and so it is at 
The Lakes… because big things 
are happening!  In this issue, 
you’ll read about a major reno-
vation that we’ve just com-
pleted at the South end of the 
Lake.  It’s a big step forward in 
improving the look of South 
Park.   

We’re planning to remove the 
old sales building next to the 
Lakes Estates tennis courts.  
The building was used years 
ago by the original developers 
and now it has become an 
eyesore and a maintenance 
problem.  After the building is 
removed we will landscape the 
area and bring it up to “Lakes 
standards.”  We’re also re-
painting the lights and poles at 
the tennis courts so that whole 
area should be looking a lot 
better very soon. 

The Beach View section got rid 
of their old green street signs 
and it now has beautiful new 
signs in keeping with the look 

ish that weathered dock.  
When was your house last 
painted?  A fresh coat of paint 
can make a huge difference in 
the appearance of your home. 

This would be a great time to 
spruce up your boat before the 
weather gets too hot.  Clean 
up your boat and take it out 
on the Lake.  You may have 
forgotten just how much fun it 
is. 

Let’s all take a fresh look at 
our landscaping.  Has it be-
come overgrown over the 

Maintaining The Lakes’ reputa-
tion as one of the finest com-
munities in Las Vegas requires 
all our efforts.  We all want to 
safeguard our wonderful Lakes 
Lifestyle and we certainly want 
to protect the value of our 
property investments.  That’s 
why it’s so important for all of 
us to pitch in to make those 
little improvements that really 
make the difference. 

Now’s the time to repair those 
stucco cracks you’ve been 
meaning to fix, repaint that 
rusty fence or railing, and refin-

Time for Spring Cleaning 
years?  Do our shrubs and 
trees need pruning?  Are our 
planters sprouting weeds and 
grass?  Does the ground cover 
need to be renewed?  Now’s 
the time to take care of it be-
fore Summer comes. 

And if you see something that 
needs to be fixed or repaired 
anywhere at The Lakes, please 
call the office and let us know. 

Big changes can only be made 
with many small steps.  It’s 
Springtime… let’s all take a 
step forward! 

and feel of the rest of the 
Lakes Association common 
areas. 

We have recently refinished 
the common area docks at 
Lakeview and South Park.  The 
final dock at the Lakes Estates 
should be finished soon. 

And our homeowners are busy 
too!  Many of us are in the 
process of sprucing up our 
homes and yards.  There are 
several remodels underway 
too.  Big changes are always 
the result of many small im-
provements and it’s great to 
see progress. 

Many of our homeowners have 
expressed a desire to have 
some social activities at The 
Lakes.  Last December, many 
of you helped celebrate The 
Lakes Boat Parade of Lights.  
Those of you who didn’t get to 
see the parade can read all 
about it in this issue.  What’s 
more, you can join us at the 
2002 Parade of Lights kickoff 
meeting on May 18 to help 

plan this year’s event (see 
meeting notice on page 3).  It’s 
a great way to get to know 
your neighbors and to get 
involved in your community. 

Some homeowners believe 
that with the success of last 
years Boat Parade, we should 
use it as a vehicle to make 
more people in Las Vegas 
aware of benefits of living at 
The Lakes.   Others believe we 
should keep the event private 
to protect our privacy.  What-
ever your views, come to the 
meeting and express them.  
You can’t make a difference if 
you don’t to show up! 

So, as you can see, we’re doing 
a lot of Spring cleaning at The 
Lakes.  We hope you’ll join the 
effort. 

Greg Toussaint, 
Editor 
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What’s The Latest At The Lakes? 

Beach View Estates was the 
only area of The Lakes that 
didn’t have decorative street 
signs.  That’s because the origi-
nal developer installed those 
“crummy” green signs that you 
see on city streets.   

That just wasn’t in keeping 
with “Lakes standards” so we 
recently installed new decora-
tive signs that are similar to 
those in all of the other areas 
of The Lakes.  They really look 
great and they’ve made a nice 
improvement to the Beach 
View subdivision. 

Signs of the Times in Beach View 

The 2001 Lakes General Membership Meeting 

Our 2001 Annual Meeting was 
held at the Canyon Gate 
Country Club on November, 5 
of last year.  We had a good 
turnout thanks in large part to 
the Canyon Gate location… 
and of course there was free 
food!   

Richard Artz and Ron Coury 
were reelected to the Board of 
Directors for two year terms.   

The empty lots in Lakes Es-

tates, North Shore and Beach 
View have been a maintenance 
problem for years.  Previously 
the membership had voted to 
require all vacant lots to be 
landscaped with shrubs in the 
front and grass on lakefront 
banks.  It has been so difficult 
to get owners to keep their 
shrubbery maintained that the 
membership was asked to vote 
on whether to remove the 
shrub requirement.  There 
were insufficient votes to over-

turn the requirement, so all 
owners of vacant lots are re-
quired to install and/or main-
tain shrubs along the street 
side of their lots. 

Following the General Meeting, 
the Board of Directors met to 
choose the following officers: 
Burt Steinberg, President; Greg 
Toussaint, Vice President; 
Richard Artz, Secretary/
Treasurer; Ron Coury and 
Tony Grappo, Directors. 

Let’s Get Sociable 

Many of you have expressed a 
desire to have some social 
activities for The Lakes home-
owners.   It would be great to 
have a chance to get to know 
our neighbors and build a 
closer-knit community.   

Everyone who participated in 
last year’s Boat Parade of Lights 
had a great time.  It was the 
first social activity we’ve had at 
The Lakes in a long time.  And 
if you’d like to keep the ball 

rolling, please come out and 
join us for the 2002 Lakes Boat 
Parade of Lights Kickoff Meet-
ing (see meeting notice on 
next page).  Without your 
help, it just won’t happen. 

If you agree that we need 
more social activities, bring us 
your ideas.  Want to put on a 
sail boat regatta?  How about a 
fishing contest or radio-
controlled boat races?  Maybe 
a barbeque at the South Park.  

Just bring your idea to us for 
any event you’d like to put on 
and we’ll be glad to help you 
make it happen.  We can send 
out mailings and put up signs.  
We may also be able to get 
some prizes donated. 

So don’t be a couch potato… 
do something to help make 
The Lakes an even better com-
munity in which to live. 



The Lakes Association needs your help to plan this year’s Boat Parade of 
Lights.  If you own property inside any of the six gates surrounding the 
Lake, you’re invited to the meeting so get involved. 

Should we make it bigger than ever? — Or would you like to see a 
smaller, more private celebration? — Do you have some ideas about how to 
make the event better? — Are you just curious about what the parade is 
all about? — Do you want to meet your neighbors and work together on a 
great community event?   

Well this meeting is your chance to make a difference in your community.  
Come join your neighbors and bring all your ideas to The 2002 Lakes 
Boat Parade of Lights kickoff meeting.  Mark your calendar! 

When: Saturday, May 18 at 10:00 A.M. 

Where: The Park at the North end of the Lake 
at the intersection of Lake Sahara & 
Lake North. 

 A continental breakfast will be served. 



On December 8, the Lakes 
Association held its 2001 Boat 
Parade of Lights… the first one 
in over five years.  Wow! 
What a great turnout.  It was a 
beautiful evening, with a choir 
singing Holiday carols, and Jack 
in the Bean Stalk and Geoffrey 
the Giraffe characters enter-
taining the crowd.  Over 600 
guests enjoyed the incredible 
boat parade, free food, drinks, 
music, and even neck mas-
sages.  Channel 13 provided 
live television coverage as part 
of its 13 Days of Giving pro-
gram, because Toys “R” Us 
and the Lakes Parade of Lights 
Committee donated toys to a 
worthy cause. 

Las Vegas City Councilwoman 
Lynette Boggs McDonald was 
the Grand Marshal and she 
started off the boat parade 
with “Ladies and gentlemen…
light your boats.”  With that, 
nearly twenty boats lit up and 
started off on their journey 
around the lake.  The parade 
was just spectacular!  The 
Lakes homeowners decorated 
their boats with style and crea-
tivity.  The sight of all those 
lights reflecting off the lake was 
really breathtaking.  The Lakes 
Parade of Lights Committee 

gave awards for the Best 
Decorated Boat to James and 
Ginger Ruther and for the Best 
Decorated Yard to Kenneth 
and Yvonne Gragson.  Con-
gratulations to them and to all 
those who participated! 

Our special thanks go to a 
number of residents and busi-
nesses for helping to make the 
Parade of Lights a success:  
Chairman of the Lakes Parade 
of Lights Committee, Greg 
Toussaint; Lynne and Gary Of 
from the Connecter; Jim Sims 
and Danny Sims; Douglas Ge-
inzer and Wanda Cordero of 
Port Cyber; all the Lakes home-
owners who participated; Pat-
rick Brittain and Brooke 
Southard from Pat on the Back; 
the Lakes Town Center busi-
nesses: Wade and Lynn Myers 
of Quick ‘n’ Easy Markets; 
Deanna Duplechain from the 
Nevada Theatre Company; the 
M. J. Christensen Elementary 
School Choir (under the direc-
tion of Connie Beisner); Kevin 
Lewis at the Mermaid Café; Lee 
Glicksburg at the Lakes Lounge; 
Karl and Linda Bujadham from 
the King & I. We also want to 
thank Toys “R” Us and Donna 
DiPaulo and the staff of Chan-
nel 13. 
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2001 Parade of Lights, a Huge Success 

Boats lined up at the dock before the start of the Parade 

The M.J. Christensen Elementary School Choir 

Boaters watching the show and waiting for the Parade Councilwoman Lynette Boggs McDonald announces the start 

For more photos go to:  
www.global-markets.com/lakes/ParadeofLights/ 
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Didja’ Ever Wonder…? 
Hey… What Happened at the South Park?   
The grass along the banks of 
the Lake at South Park has 
been a maintenance problem 
for years.  Because so many 
people come to feed the 
ducks, coots and pigeons; the 
grass was always torn up and 
filthy.  It was both unsightly 
and a health hazard.   

Working with the West Sahara 
Community master associa-
tion, The Lakes Association has 
made a major improvement in 
the appearance of the South 
Park.  The grass along the 
banks has been replaced with 
decorative rock and shrubs 
and the grass near the sidewalk 
has been replaced with nicely 

patterned paving stones. It’s 
working out great… the area 
looks terrific and the birds 
don’t seem to like walking on 
the rocks. 

We really wish people would 
refrain from feeding the birds 
though it seems to be a losing 
battle.  But because the birds 
don’t like the new rocks, they 
don’t seem to be swarming the 
area so much and it’s staying a 
lot cleaner. 

We hope everyone enjoys the 
nicer, cleaner look of the 
South Park. 

 

What Can We Do About Those #@&%* Gnats?  

It’s that time of year again… 
the midge flies are back.  Don’t 
worry, they’re not mosquitoes 
and they don’t bite.  Each year, 
starting in March, we get to 
share our beautiful lake with 
those pesky little guys.   

Midge fly larvae primarily grow 
at the bottom of the Lake and 
also in damp spoil under shrub-
bery.  After about four weeks 
they hatch, float to the top of 
the Lake and emerge as adult 
midge flies.  The flies only live 
for 5-10 days gathering in large 
swarms to breed.  The females 
lay their eggs on the Lake or in 
wet soil and the cycle starts 
again. 

Our midge flies are the inevita-
ble result of having a lake and 
irrigated landscaping in our 
midst.  We can’t eliminate the 
midge flies but there are some 
things we can do to keep them 
in check. 

We treat the Lake with a non-
chemical larvicide that is harm-
less to humans, wildlife and 
fish.  We treat the Lake peri-
odically from March through 
July.  This greatly reduces the 
midge fly population but we 
can’t get rid of them entirely. 

Since midges are flying insects, 
there’s no way to stop them 
from coming into your yard... 
you can only discourage them.  
They’re drawn in large num-
bers to lighting, so avoid using 
unnecessary lights until at least 
45 minutes after sundown.  
Replace regular light bulbs with 
those that insects find less 
attractive, such as high-
pressure sodium vapor lamps; 
halogen bulbs with pink, yellow 
or orange tints; or with di-
chrom yellow bulbs. 

Midge flies love to lay their 
eggs in marshy soil near houses 
and under bushes. So don’t 
over-water your yard or plant-

ers.  If you have areas that stay 
permanently soggy, you’re 
inviting midges to grow there. 

You should regularly treat 
your yard and planters with a 
granular pesticide which re-
main effective for at least thirty 
days.  You can also power-
spray the exterior of your 
home with a pesticide product 
(around lights, windows and 
doors). 

We can greatly reduce our 
midge fly problem but we need 
everyone’s help.  So please 
eliminate unnecessary lighting, 
don’t over-water your land-
scaping, and talk to your pest 
control company about what 
treatments they recommend 
for your yard and planters. 

If everyone does their part, we 
can significantly reduce the 
midge fly problem. 



Phone: (702) 385-7401 
Fax: (702) 384-4473 

P.O. Box 29269 
Las Vegas, NV 89126-3269 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meetings 
 

Date:  The second Thursday 
of each month, except 
December.  Please note that 
there will not be a Board 
meeting in May. 

Time: 10:00 a.m.  
Location:  

Community Assn. Services 
601 S. Rancho Drive, B-15 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
(Quail Park II — Southeast 
corner of Rancho Drive & 
Pinto Lane) 

Note.  This Notice is provided 
to all member-owners in 
accordance with Nevada State 
law.   Copies of the Meeting 
Minutes and Agendas  are 
available upon request from 
the management office for a 
cost of 25 cents per page plus 
postage. 

Board of Directors 
Burt Steinberg,  President 
Greg Toussaint,  Vice Pres. 
Richard Artz,  Sec/Treas. 
Ron Coury,  Director 
Tony Grappo,  Director 

 

Architectural Review 
Committee 

Richard Artz,  Chairman 
Jim Sims 
Burt Steinberg 
Greg Toussaint 
Vacant 

Important Contacts 

 
Property Manager 

Jennifer Guinn, 385-7401 
 
ARC Customer Service 

Cynthia Dufala, 385-7401 
 
Maintenance & Inspection 

Jim Sims, 768-8792 
 
Landscaping 

Jaramillo Landscaping 
Emergency hotline  
 696-5570 

 
Security (6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 

Pinkerton Security 
734-5076 


