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From the Editor: 
As always, The Lakes commu-
nity is just full of activity.   

Planning for the 2004 Lakes 
Festival of Lights is well under-
way and construction of the 
Lake Sahara Yacht Club has 
begun.  We had a very moving 
Memorial Day service at The 
Lakes.  Landscape upgrades are 
improving our community's 
appearance.  We've got a com-
munity yard sale coming up.  
The City of Las Vegas just ap-
proved major funding for our 
Festival of Lights. 

We're adding a new section to 
the newsletter for all those 
who want to sell or buy boats. 

Curious about why you got 
t h a t  v i o l a t i o n  l e t t e r ?  
"Curiouser" still why you're 
the only one.  Read all about 
all this and more in this issue 
of The Lakes Newsletter. 

Greg Toussaint, 
Editor 
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Do you have a question 
about your community or 
homeowner association?  
Would you like to con-
tribute an article to the 
next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop us a 
line.  We'll be glad to 
answer your questions 
as best we can.  And 
we'll try to make room 
for your article. 

Questions & 
Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Mama Duck with Her Baby Ducklings 

Lakes Yard Sale 
Last year's community yard 
sale was such a huge success 
that we're doing it again this 
year.  It will be on October 2 
in the South Park.  So go 
through your closets, clean out 
your garage, and get all that 
stuff you don't use or wear 
anymore ready for the big sale. 

This is a fund raiser for the 
Lakes Festival of Lights.  And 
there are two ways to partici-
pate.  You can rent space for 
only $25.00 and sell your own 
things.  Or you can simply 
donate your things to the Fes-
tival.  All the proceeds from 
space rentals and the sale of 
your articles will go directly 
toward putting on this year's 

Festival. 

Laura and Mel Tousseau have 
again graciously volunteered to 
organize the yard sale but 
they're going to need lots of 
help… especially on the day of 
the yard sale.   

Please contact Laura & Mel if 
you want to participate in the 
yard sale and/or volunteer to 
help.  Call them at 869-8174 
or by e-mail them at: 

miautuk@cox.net. 

You'll have a great time… 
you'll help raise money for a 
great cause… and you'll finally 
get rid of that leaf blower you 
haven't used in ten years! 

$5,000 Grant 
We're very proud to announce 
that the City of Las Vegas has 
approved a $5,000 grant to 
help support the Lakes Festival 
of Lights.  This is the third year 
in a row that the City has pro-
vided the financial backing that 
makes our Festival possible. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude 
to the CLV's Neighborhood 
Partnership Fund Grant Review 
board under the leadership of 
Maria Castillo Couch.  We 
truly appreciate their support. 

And remember, no home-
owner association funds are 
used to support the Festival. 



Memorial Day Ceremony at The Lakes 
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What’s The Latest At The Lakes? 

A beautiful Memorial Day Ser-
vice was held at the South Park 
here at The Lakes May 31, 
2004.  The service honored 
the veterans of wars long past, 
and paid tribute to the military 
currently serving in the Middle 
East.  It was co-sponsored by 
the Fleet Reserve Association 
(Bonanza Branch 90) and the 
American Legion (Spirit of Free-

dom Post 76).  Colonel Michael 
R. Scott, Vice Commander of 
the 99th Air Base Wing, Nellis 
Air Force Base was the guest 
speaker. 

This beautiful ceremony fea-
tured a color guard and drill 
team demonstrations by 
JNROTC (Junior Navy Reserve 
Officer Training Corp) from Cen-
tennial High School.  Dual mas-

Fund Raising:  Berton 
Severson & Gerald Solomon, 
Assemblywoman Valerie We-
ber 

Grounds & Electrical:  PJ 
Conte & John Wilson 

Health & Safety:  Burt 
Steinberg 

Judging & Awards:  Donna 
Toussaint, Kelly Benavidez, 
Dorrie & David Jacobson, Burt 
& Estelle Steinberg, Laura & 
Mel Tousseau, Landa & Gary 
Trentham 

Licenses & Permits:  Kelly 
Benavidez, Mike Brown, Bob 
Genzer 

Park Lighting:   

Publicity:  Mike Brown, 
Douglas Geinzer, Dorrie Ja-
cobson,  Donna Toussaint, 
Assemblywoman Valerie We-
ber 

Sound, Stage & Lighting:  
Mike Brown 

Ticket Booth:  Russ & Louisa 
Gray 

Toys for Tots & Charities:  
Deborah Manning, Landa Tren-
tham 

Traffic Control & Parking:  
PJ Conte & John Wilson 

On May 22 we held a kickoff 
meeting for the 2004 Lakes 
Festival of Lights.  And we had a 
great turnout!  About 25 peo-
ple showed up to offer their 
ideas and volunteer to help. 

Here are the results of the 
meeting: 

Date: The Festival will be 
conducted on first Saturday in 
December... the 4th. 

The following people gra-
ciously volunteered to help on 
the various teams.  Team Cap-
tains are underlined. 

Arts & Crafts Show:  Toni 
Frustaci, Carol & Richard 
Guerrero, David & Dorrie 
Jacobson, Deborah Manning.  
This will be a new program this 
year thanks to Toni's leader-
ship. 

Boat Parade:  Burt Steinberg, 
Mike Brown, Dorrie Jacobson 

Booths & Exhibits:  Mike 
Brown, David Jacobson 

Car Show:  Holley Holran, 
Deborah Manning, Lou Somers 

Entertainment:  Donna 
Toussaint 

Food Concessions:  Jack 
Heywood (advisor) 

Yard Sale:  Laura & Mel 
Tousseau, Dorrie Jacobson, 
Joan Trofino 

As you can see, we still need 
team captains for: Booths & 
Exhibits, the Car Show, 
Food Concessions, Park 
Lighting, and Publicity.  As I 
said at the meeting, we can 
only do as much as we have 
volunteers for.  And none of 
our teams can be effective 
without a leader.  So without 
enough team captains, we'll 
have to start paring down our 
list of events.  If you or some-
one you know can be a team 
captain for one of these areas, 
please let me know ASAP.   

No special qualifications are 
needed to be a team captain or 
a volunteer.  You just need a 
willingness to volunteer your 
time and work with others.  
It's not as much work as you 
may think.  You'll have a great 
time meeting your neighbors 
and working together on a 
really fun project.  So please, if 
you can help, contact me. 

I thank all of you for your sup-
port. 

Greg Toussaint 
Chairman 
festival@lakesassociation.com 

Kickoff for 2004 Lakes Festival of Lights 

ters of ceremony each placed 
memorial wreaths on the wa-
ters of Lake Sahara.  A roll call 
with the tolling of a bell was 
given for those veterans who 
have recently passed away. 

If you weren't there, you 
missed a beautiful service but 
there's always next year.  
Check out the pictures on our 
website. 
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At long last the construction of 
the Lake Sahara Yacht Club 
clubhouse has begun!  Our 
beautiful floating clubhouse will 
be anchored just offshore near 
the parking area behind the 
Lakes Town Center.   

It will be attached to four huge 
concrete pylons buried in the 
ground behind the bulkhead.  
No part of the structure will 
penetrate into or rest upon 
the lake bed. 

Construction of the floatation 
system and the clubhouse itself 
will take place in the channel 
near the Lakes Estates tennis 
courts.  Once construction is 
complete, the entire assembly 
will be towed over to its final 
destination and connected to 
the pylons. 

Many yacht club members have 
volunteered to help with the 
construction, clean up, paint-
ing, etc.  If you're a member 
and haven't already done so, 
please contact us to volunteer.  

Lakeview Landscape Upgrades 
You may have noticed that 
we've made some major up-
grades to the common area 
landscaping in Lakeview.  After 
nearly twenty years the land-
scaping had become somewhat 
dated and spent.   

But thanks to the hard work 
and expertise of Jaramillo Land-
scape & Maintenance Co. under 
the direction of the Lakeview 

Landscape Committee, Lake-
view's common areas now 
look new and beautiful.  The 
new landscaping combines 
decorative rock, drought-
resistant plants, boulders and 
pathways to create a colorful 
and inviting area for our resi-
dents. 

Initially some of the plants will 
look small but within a year 

We need all the help we can 
get so we can keep construc-
tion costs down as much as 
possible. 

Our contractor, Don Gilbert is 
generously donating his time to 
make our clubhouse possible.  
And through his efforts we 
have gotten much of our con-
struction materials donated or 
heavily discounted.  Thank you 
Don for your support! 

The Yacht Club is going to 
change everything here at The 
Lakes.  It will give our mem-
bers a place to go on the lake.  
It will give us all an excuse to 
go out on the lake.  It will help 
us get to know our neighbors.  
And it will provide us all with a 
centerpiece for social activities 
that our community has lacked 
in the past.  

Membership in the Lake Sahara 
Yacht Club is open to all own-
ers of residential property in 
The Lakes Association.  You 
don't even have to have a boat.  

Yacht Club Starts Construction 

they'll be looking great! 

Please thank the 
Lakeview Land-
scape Committee 
for the terrific 
job they did in 
designing the 
new landscaping: 

Louisa Gray 
Robert Montauri 
Sharon Woods 

Lakes Estates is Next! 
Like the other areas within 
The Lakes, the Lakes Estates 
common areas also need up-
grading.  The Beach View Es-
tates and Lakeview upgrades 
were designed by homeowners 
in those developments who 
volunteered to be on land-
scape committees. 

If you own property in Lakes 
Estates and you care about 
your community, please volun-
teer to be on the Lakes Estates 
Landscape Committee.  Working 
on the committee will be fun, 
you'll meet your neighbors and 
you'll have the opportunity to 
make your community a better 

place in which to 
live.   

So please contact our property 
manager Cheryl Martin at 251-
4566 or e-mail her at: 

cmartin@terrawest.com 

We need your help.   

Douglas Geinzer, Don Gilbert, Commodore Ron Richardson, Greg 
Toussaint and Berton Severson 

So please contact me to join us 
and be a member of the Lake 
Sahara Yacht Club. 

Ron Richardson 
Commodore 
617-4660 
rononthelake@yahoo.com 
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Didja’ Ever Wonder…? 
Why Did I Get a Violation Letter? 
It's The Lakes Association's legal 
duty to protect the quality of 
life and maintain property val-
ues in our community.  The 
most disagreeable part of this 
responsibility is telling home-
owners that they may have a 
problem that needs their at-
tention. 

The Association sends vio-
lation letters to each 

homeowner it be-
lieves is in violation.  
This is required by 

our governing docu-
ments and Nevada 
State law.  Note that if 
you live in a sub associa-

tion, this process is handled 
by your association and not 
by The Lakes Association. 

So who decides if I'm in vio-
lation? 

We pay an inspector to check 
both the street and the lake 
sides of every property in our 
community each month.  He 
makes a report listing all 
homes with violations including 
a description of the problem.   

Why do I keep getting let-
ters? 

Our property management 

company (Terra West) enters 
the information from the in-
spection reports into their 
computer system.  Then let-
ters are automatically gener-
ated and sent out by the com-
puter.  The letters continue to 
go out monthly until the viola-
tion is corrected.  Ain't com-
puters great? 

What should I do if I get a 
letter? 

First of all don't get mad… it's 
just a letter that says our in-
spector believes there's a 
problem.  It could be a mis-
take.  If you agree it's a prob-
lem, simply fix it and the in-
spector will note the correc-
tion on his next inspection.  
But don't forget to return the 
form advising Terra West that 
you have corrected the prob-
lem.  Then the letters should 
stop but remember, we only 
inspect once a month and let-
ters go out later.  So if you fix 
the problem after the inspec-
tion cycle, you could still get 
another letter.   

If you disagree with the inspec-
tor's opinion on violation, 
please contact our property 
manager, Cheryl Martin in 
writing immediately: 

cmartin@terrawest.com 
Fax: 251-4366 

She or her assistant Vanessa 
will be pleased to work with 
you on the problem.   

But I still don’t think there's 
anything wrong! 

If you don’t get satisfaction 
from Terra West, you have 
the right to appeal your case 
to the board of directors.  The 
board is composed of home-
owners just like you and it's 
your legal right to have a hear-
ing.  We encourage any home-
owner who feels they have 
been unfairly put in violation, 
to request a hearing with the 
board of directors. 

What if I just ignore the 
whole thing? 

Please don't do that.  If you 
ignore the problem, the Asso-
ciation will have no recourse 
but to assess fines and lien 
your property.   

This process isn't perfect and 
sometimes mistakes are made, 
but everyone is trying to do 
their best to keep our commu-
nity looking great. 

Why Isn't My Neighbor in Violation? 
Whenever we get a "courtesy" 
letter from the Association 
telling us that we're in viola-
tion, the first thing we do is go 
out and find all the other 
homes that are "a lot worse 
than ours."  That's human na-
ture.  But the truth is those 
other homeowners probably 
got a letter too.  And they're 
looking at your house wonder-
ing why they're the only ones!   

The violation process is by law 
confidential in nature.  The 

Association cannot discuss 
someone else's violations with 
you.  It would be unethical for 
anyone working for the Asso-
ciation to disclose to one resi-
dent the details of their 
neighbor's violation.  The only 
information that can be shared 
is whether or not a neighbor is 
currently in violation. 

What do I do if I see a viola-
tion? 

If you see a problem, it's likely 
that the inspector has seen it 

too.  But if you're concerned 
that it may have been missed, 
please contact our property 
manager and she'll have the 
inspector check it out. 

Like everyone, our inspectors 
aren't perfect.  So you can help 
by being part of the solution.  If 
you see anything that needs 
attention, whether it's in a 
neighbor's yard or in a com-
mon area, please send your 
concerns in writing to our 
property manager. 



Page 5 The Lakes Newsletter 

How Do I Sell / Buy a Boat? 
New residents often ask where 
they can get a boat.  We have 
two companies that sell and 
service boats on our lake: 
Duffy Electric Boat Co. and Elec-
tracraft.  Both companies offer 
excellent new and used boats.  
If you'd like to contact them, 
the details are listed on the 
right. 

When people buy a new boat 
they often end up with a used 
boat that they want to sell.  So 
we've decided to provide a 
free listing service in our news-
letters and on our website for 
any private resident that wants 
to buy or sell a boat.   

If you'd like to list your boat or 
let people know you're an 

interested buyer, please con-
tact us at: 

info@lakesassociation.com 

256-9440 (fax) 

Send us all the details on the 
boat you want to sell/buy; such 
as the size, make, model, age, 
condition, and price.  Also 
include your name, address, 
phone and e-mail addresses. 

Then the buyers and sellers 
can contact one another di-
rectly.  All purchases of boats 
are strictly between the buyer 
and the seller.  The Lakes As-
sociation accepts no responsi-
bility for the quality of the boat 
or the financial arrangements. 

We'll Leave the Light on For Ya' 
Night time boat cruises are 
great.  But it's hard to see 
boats at night unless they're 
properly lit.   

We don’t want any accidents 
so please remember to turn on 
your lights after dark.  Smaller 

boats are especially hard to see 
at night.  If you have a pedal 
boat, kayak or other "un-
powered" boat, please bring a 
light with you at night so the 
"big guys" don't run you over! 

Boating safety is everyone's 

job.  So please do your part 
and turn on your lights after 
dark. 

Just a reminder… inflatable 
boats and rafts are prohibited 
on the lake. 

Duffy Electric Boat 
Company 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 
 
Rep:  Lakes Duffy 
www.lakesduffy.com 
Douglas Geinzer 
doug@LakesDuffy.com  
604-5627 
240-4120 Fax 

Lose Something? 
We get a lot of winds here in 
Las Vegas and stuff is con-
stantly blowing out of people's 
backyards and into the lake.   

When our lake maintenance 
crew finds personal things or 
stray boats while they're work-

ing on the lake, they keep 
them for a short time.  So, if 
you lose something and think it 
might have blown into the lake, 
please contact our lake mainte-
nance crew at 461-0477 or 
ddssims@earthlink.net. 

If they've found your stuff, 
they'll be glad to arrange for 
you to get it back. 

Boats for Sale: 

Your name here. 

Boats Wanted: 

Phillip Schweit 
3029 Misty Harbour Dr. 
233-2709 (home) 
(818) 422-6891 (cell) 
 
Desires an older boat 
(ElectraCraft or equivalent) in 
the 16 ft. range. 

ElectraCraft 
 
2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
 
Rep:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 



cmartin@terrawest.com 
www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 251-4566 
Fax: 251-4366  

The Lakes Association 
c/o Terra West Property Management 
P.O. Box 80900 
Las Vegas, NV 89180 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
every month,  except  
December. 

Time:  9:30 a.m.  
Location:  

Terra West Office 
2655 South Rainbow 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89146 
(Near the intersection of 
Rainbow & Laredo) 

Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association.  
At the start of each meeting 
there is an opportunity for 
members to provide their 
comments and input to the 
board.  We encourage you to 
attend. 

Board of Directors 

Burt Steinberg,  President 
Greg Toussaint,  Vice Pres. 
Berton Severson, Secretary 
Landa Trentham, Treasurer 
Ron Coury,  Director 

Architectural Review 
Committee 

Greg Toussaint, Chairman 
Berton Severson 
Burt Steinberg 
Laura Tousseau 
Marcy Kallick 

Important Contacts: 

 
Our Manager 

Cheryl Martin, CMCA 
 251-4566 (direct line) 
 362-6262 (main) 
 251-4366 (fax) 
cmartin@terrawest.com 

 
Security (6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 

Guardian Security 
 307-3100 

Notice.   
This Notice is provided to all 
member-owners in accordance 
with Nevada State law.  Copies 
of the Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas are available upon 
request from our management 
office at a cost of 25 cents 
per page plus 
postage. 
In addi-
tion, 
copies of 
the min-

utes are available at no cost on 
our website. 


