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From the Editor: 
The new year has arrived and I 
hope this edition of The Lakes 
Newsletter finds you happy, 
healthy and looking forward to 
a terrific 2005.  The only sad 
thing about the new year is 
that all the decorations around 
the lake have been turned off.  
They were so beautiful!  Oh 
well, there's always next year. 

Of course our big story is 
December's hugely successful 
Lakes Festival of Lights.  Every-
one had a wonderful time.  Be 
sure to read all the details and 
find out who won trophies for 
their decorations. 

The Lakes Association contin-
ues to improve our amenities 
to keep The Lakes up to date 
and looking great.  Lakes Es-
tates is sprucing up their gated 
entrance and the Lakeview / 
Landings gate has been ex-
panded to reduce traffic bot-
tlenecks. 

Lake Sahara is the most impor-
tant asset of our community.  
It's what sets us apart from any 
other community in the area.  
We're proud of the beauty of 
our lake, and in this issue we'll 
tell you how you can help to 
keep it clean and healthy. 

So, get a cup of coffee, sit 
down, relax and enjoy this 
issue of The Lakes Newsletter.
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Do you have a question 
about your community or 
homeowner association?  
Would you like to con-
tribute an article to the 
next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop us a 
line.  We'll be glad to 
answer your questions.  
And we'll do our best to 
make room for your ar-
ticle. 

Questions & 
Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Form a Lakes Special 
Interest Club 
A commun i t y  i sn ' t  a 
"place"...it's "people", and 
there's no better way to build 
a sense of community than 
through people sharing their 
common interests.  The Lakes 
Association wants to encourage 
this kind of community 
development. 

Do you have a special interest 
that you'd like to share with 
some of your neighbors?  
Wouldn’t it be great if we had 
several "clubs" here at The 
Lakes?  We could have a 
photography club, fishing club, 
bird watching club, kayaking 
club, walking club, golf club 
(pun?), fitness club… you name 
it.  We could have a lot of fun 
meeting neighbors that share 
the same interests that we do. 

The Lakes Association would 
l ike to encourage the 
formation of Lakes Special 

Interest Clubs. To help, we'll 
offer space in our newsletters 
and on our website.  We'll 
provide whatever support we 
can to help get these groups 
going.   

So if you'd like to start your 
own Lakes Special Interest 
Club, please contact our 
property manager Cheryl 
Martin or any board member.  
We'll be glad to help you get 
your group started.  We'll help 
get the word out to all our 
homeowners about your Lakes 
Special Interest Club. 

These clubs will be a great way 
to build a stronger sense of 
community here at The Lakes.  
And they will give all of us a 
way to meet people who share 
our interests.   

Beautiful Holiday Decorations at The Lakes 



Lakes Estates Upgrades Entrance 
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What’s The Latest at The Lakes? 

The landscaping at the Lakes Es-
tates entrance has received a 
much-needed facelift thanks to the 
hard work and creativity of the 
Lakes Estates Landscape Committee.  
After almost twenty years, the 
landscaping in the center island 
was looking old and tired; now it 
looks fresh and new.  Just wait 
until after Spring and it will look 
even better. 

And more is on the way.  Word 
has it that the landscape commit-
tee is already working on plans to 
upgrade the two sides of the en-

trance as well.  We're sure these 
improvements will improve the 
appearance of the Lakes Estates 
entrance and create an even better 
"first impression" to this beautiful 
Lakes development. 

We offer our sincere thanks to the 
seven members of the committee 
for their time and effort.  They 
prove that caring and committed 
people can make a difference. 

Please thank them the next time 
you see them. 

Lakes Estates Landscape 
Committee: 

Chris & Tamara Fletcher 

Frank Gatski 

Jim & Charla Palmer 

Michele & Chuck Robins 

Beach View Decorations Are Tops 
By any measure, the Beach 
View Estates entrance once 

again had the 
best hol iday 
decorations of all 
the gates.  The 
Beach View gates 
were brightly lit 
w i t h  m u l t i -
colored lights 
and adorned 
w i t h  h u g e 
wreathes.  There 
was a twelve 
foot tall snow-
man.  The roof 
of the guard 
house was cov-
ered with "snow" 

and festooned with decora-

tions.   

The entrance was truly a beau-
tiful sight to behold thanks to 
the efforts of our Beach View 
Holiday Decorating Committee: 

PJ Conte 
Jack Heywood 
Ed Vega 
John Wilson 

As always, they did a fabulous 
job and we can’t thank them 
enough for their efforts...not 
just at Christmas time but also 
for many of the other holidays 
during the year.  The Hallow-
een decorations last October 
were awesome! 

If those of you who live in the 
other gates are jealous, do 
something about it!  Why not 
talk to some of your neighbors 
and form a decorating commit-
tee for your own gate.  Con-
tact Cheryl Martin or a board 
member and get the ball roll-
ing.   

Let's see which gate can have 
the best decorations for every 
major holiday.  It'll be fun and 
will create a stronger sense of 
community pride here in The 
Lakes.   

 

 

Beach View Decorating Committee on the Job 



Lakes Committees 
Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

Sharon Woods 

Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Chris & Tamara Fletcher 

Frank Gatski 

Jim & Charla Palmer 

Michele & Chuck Robins 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

P. J. Conte 

Frank Gatski 

Greg Toussaint 

John Wilson 

Architectural Review Committee: 

Marcy Kallick 

Berton Severson 

Burt Steinberg 

Greg Toussaint, Chairman 

Laura Tousseau 
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Upgrade to Lakeview/Glenview Landings Gate 
This year has been a busy one 
for the gate systems through-
out the Lakes community but 
particularly for one gate.  Our 
gates are about 20 years old 
and our gate maintenance peo-
ple were advising us the mo-
tors and related parts were 
rapidly approaching the end of 
their usefulness.  This was 
especially true at the Lakeview/
Glenview Landings gates.  The 
costs to keep them operating 
were increasing with repair 
calls becoming more frequent.  
While other gates around the 
Lake are of the same age, none 
of them experienced the 
amount of use experienced by 
the gate shared by Lakeview 
and Glenview Landings resi-
dents. 

With over 150 homes within 
this gate, the system has ex-
perienced much more activity 
than developments like  The 
Lakes Estates and Beachview 
due to the fact they have far 
less homes and lots.  With less 
homes comes less residents, 
visitors, lawn service compa-
nies, pool service people, pest 
control services, deliveries and 
other service providers.  All in 
all, you can see how much 
increased use the Lakeview 
gate has experienced over the 
years. 

Residents have also expressed 
other gate related problems.  
With so much incoming activ-
ity, having just one entry gate 
resulted in other inconven-
iences.  Residents with clickers 
would either be stuck behind 
vehicles trying to gain access 
through the phone terminal 
and intercom system or they 
would bypass the terminal 
user, sometimes canceling the 
access a homeowner had 
granted by ringing someone in. 
Sometimes these visitors or 
vendors gained access by fol-
lowing a resident in or preced-
ing that resident if the gate 
were opened while the resi-
dent was far enough back from 

the entry when their clicker 
opened the gate.  Either way, 
unauthorized people were 
sometimes gaining entry and 
legitimate residents were in-
convenienced trying to gain 
entry to their community.  At 
times as many as 6 vehicles 
were backed up waiting to use 
the terminal. 

Your Board of Directors con-
sidered these observations and 
considered the crea-
tion of a dual entry 
gate system as a means to 
relieve the traffic 
on the only entry 
gate experiencing 
so many users.  
Our original plan was 
for one gate to be an “express 
lane” for resident access and 
the other for visitors and ser-
vice providers needing to use 
the phone terminal mounted at 
the guard station.  Regrettably, 
this was not to be. The Lakes 
Board was advised by the 
Board of Directors of the 
Glenview Landings sub-
association that they lacked 
sufficient member support to 
commit the funds to this entry 
gate remodel plan.  The Lakes 
Board then decided to proceed 
with the remodel plan, using 
only Lakeview funds for the 
new gate and limiting use of 
the newly added entry gate to 
Lakeview residents. 

The Glenview Landings Board 
were advised that their access 
through the original gate 
wouldn’t change and if the time 
came when they would agree 
to contribute towards their 
portion of the cost of the new 
gate, their residents would be 
provided the means to access 
the express lane gate.  A new 
state-of-the-art bar code sen-
sor system was installed ena-
bling Lakeview residents to use 
clickers or a bar code reader 
to gain access. 

The resulting relief on traffic at 
the entry has been noticeable.  

We were then notified by our 
gate maintenance company 
that their observations indi-
cated an increased number of 
unauthorized vehicles were 
gaining access by tailgating in 
behind residents.  The in-
creased tailgating was causing 
an increase in the need to 
replace broken barrier arms 
imposing added repair 
costs on all owners.  

The risks of criminal activity 
also increases with the access 
by unauthorized vehicles.  We 
have since installed a speed 
bump system to try to create 
more space between vehicles 
entering the gate thereby al-
lowing the barrier arm a 
chance to come down com-
pletely after each vehicle. 

This has significantly reduced 
the tailgating problem. 

As for the other gates in our 
community, what we’ve 
learned through the needed 
changes at the aforementioned 
gate will be valuable as we deal 
with the other aged gates of 
our community.  We con-
stantly monitor repair costs 
and the condition of the gate 
equipment throughout the 
Lakes.  As our research for the 
Lakeview gate needs and our 
continuing observations serves 
to keep us well informed on 
technology upgrades and costs, 
we will use this information to 
keep all the Lakes gates oper-
ating as cost efficiently and 
effectively as possible. 

Ron Coury, 
President 
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Residents Kick Off Holidays at The Lakes 
shows.  The young people all 
had a ball! 

Car Show:  You didn't have to 
be a car enthusiast to be blown 
away by all the beautiful vehi-
cles in our car show.  They 
were truly spectacular.  We 
had everything from antique 
cars to brand new Rolls Roy-
ces, from Ferraris to Fords, 
and from hot rods to muscle 
cars.  Our judges had a really 
hard time choosing which cars 
were the best.  Las Vegas City 
Councilman Steve Wolfson 
and KTNV, Channel 13 weather 
forecaster Mark Pfister passed 
out trophies to the winners 
who are listed on page 6. 

Arts & Crafts Show:  Holiday 
shoppers just loved the arts & 
crafts show.  There were all 
kinds of unique handmade 
items on sale.  This was a new 
addition to our Festival this 
year and it was a big hit. 

Entertainment:  This year's 
entertainment program was 
outstanding.  In keeping with 
our family theme, we all en-
joyed the wonderful musical 
performances by several 
school bands and choirs.  
They're listed on page 7.  We 
were also entertained by singer 
Gayle Dawn Comins, from 
Rio's Tony and Tina's Wedding.  
And finally,  Las Vegas Strip and 
Disneyland entertainer, Brooke 
Wilkes sang holiday carols for 
the crowd.  Her rendition of 
"Santa Baby", sung to our very 

December 4th brought us an-
other spectacular Lakes Festival 
of Lights.  Thousands of resi-
dents came out to kickoff the 

Holidays here at 
The Lakes.  In 
addition to the 
spectacular car 
show, great food, 
electric light boat 
parade, exhibits, 
and a fantastic 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
program — this 
year we had an 
arts & crafts show 

too.  The entire event was 
open to the public and best of 
all, everything but the food was 
FREE! 

Kids:  Our Festival is all about 
families and we truly had some-

thing for everyone.  
The kids really 
loved having their 
faces painted, get-
ting balloon hats, 
a n d  g e t t i n g 
painted-on tattoos.  
The Las Vegas 
Metro PD Mounted 
Patrol was a big hit 
too.  Children also 
learned a lot about 
fire and safety from 
the Las Vegas Fire & 
Rescue's Fire Safety 
House and from 
Southwest Ambu-
lance's emergency 
crew.  And Mad 

Science entertained the kids 
with their fascinating science 

own Santa-look-alike...Larry, 
was a fitting close to a fantastic 
four hours of entertainment. 

Food:  You can't have a Festival 
without food, and we had sim-
ply the BEST!  Who could pass 
up a mouthwatering steak and 
chicken dinner from Outback 
Steakhouse for a donation of 
only $5.00?  You can only get 
it at the Lakes Festival of Lights!  
Each year, Outback Steakhouse 
has generously sponsored our 
event and we sincerely thank 
Tony Grappo, Joe Pierro and 
the entire Outback team for 
their support in 2004.  

But wait, there's more!  An-
other sponsor, Marie Callen-
der's Restaurant & Bakery, 
served up there scrumptious 
pie, and their tasty soups 
warmed our tummies on a 
cold day.  Still more!  Hotdogs, 
cotton candy, cookies, ice 
cream and refreshments.  The 
food was great! 

Boat Parade:  If you didn't 
brave the cold to see this 
year's electric light boat pa-
rade, you missed the best one 
ever.  Our Grand Marshal, 
Councilman Wolfson, led the 
most beautiful procession of 
lighted boats ever seen in Las 
Vegas.  The designs were sim-
ply breathtaking.  Check out 
the trophy winners on page 6. 

Dignitaries:  In addition to 
Councilman Wolfson and Mark 
Pfister, we were honored to 

Donna Toussaint & Assemblywoman Valerie 
Weber help collect toys for Toys for Tots 

Singer Brooke Wilkes 

Commissioner Chip Maxfield & Councilman 

Commissioner Lynette Boggs McDonald enjoys 
boat parade 



the work of planning, organiz-
ing and conducting the event.  
We are truly blessed to have 
so many people 
who are willing to 
get involved in 
their community.  
In this day and age 
it's hard to believe 
that sixty people 
(see list on page 7) 
took time out of 
their busy lives to 
help put on our 
event.  Those of 
you who enjoyed 
this year's Festival 
owe them all a debt of thanks 
for their hard work. 

And I must especially thank all 
our Team Captains 
who are also listed 
on page 7.  You 
committed your 
talents and your 
energies.  You're 
the ones who really 
took charge and 
made everything 
happen.  You're a 
special group of 
people and I thank 
you all from the 
bottom of my heart. 

2005 will be our Fifth Annual 
Lakes Festival of Lights.  We'll 
start the planning in late 
Spring.  Come be a part of 
your community.  Meet your 
neighbors and have a lot of fun.  
Be a Festival volunteer. 

Greg Toussaint, 
Chairman 
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have the participation of Clark 
County Commissioners Chip 
Maxfield and Lynette Boggs 
McDonald and by Nevada State 
Assemblywoman Valerie We-
ber.  We thank them all for 
being a part of our Festival. 

Post Office:  The U.S. Postal 
Service operated a substation at 
the Festival.  Many residents 
brought their holiday cards and 
had them "cancelled" with the 
beautiful "Lakes Festival of 
Lights" stamp. 

Charities:  We were proud to 
once again be a collection cen-
ter for the Marines Toys for Tots 
program.  Thanks to the gen-
erosity of so many residents, 
we collected hundreds of toys 
for needy kids.  We also wel-
comed the participation of Safe 
Nest and West Care Youth and 
Family Services.  Part of the 
proceeds from our Festival will 
go to these deserving charities. 

Decorations & Awards:  Each 
year during the Holidays, Lakes 
residents deck out their homes 
and boats with beautiful deco-
rations and lighting.  There's 
just no community in Las Vegas 
more beautiful then The Lakes 
in December.  And this year 
the decorations were more 
beautiful than ever.  All the 
lights reflecting off the lake 
created such a beautiful sight. 

Our "Secret Santas" were out 
on December 1st to judge all 
the decorations.  What a diffi-
cult task...they were all so 
beautiful!  This year, we 

awarded fancy trophies and 
colorful certificates for the 
best decorations (page 6).  
Unfortunately some of you put 
up your decorations too late 
for the judging.  We're sorry 
we missed you.  We thank all 
those who participated for 
creating another watery winter 
wonderland for the Festival.   

So for those of you who may 
have missed our big event, this 
has been a summary of the 
2004 Lakes Festival of Lights.  I 
think everyone had a wonder-
ful time.  This event has be-
come a major holiday tradition 
here at The Lakes.  It has 
brought our community to-
gether and promoted a sense 
of identity and community 
pride.  But I can't close without 
acknowledging the contribu-
tions made by so many in our 
community.   

Thanks to our generous spon-
sors listed on page 7, we were 
able have an event that was 
open to the public with free 
admission.  We couldn't do it 
without the financial support of 
our sponsors.  We thank them 
all.  And I want to especially 
thank our three "premier" 
sponsors: the City of Las Vegas 
Neighborhood Services Depart-
ment, the Clark County Depart-
ment of Parks & Community 
Services, and Outback Steak-
house.  Their financial support 
is the backbone of our Festival. 

But it takes more than 
money...it takes people to do 

Mark Pfister & Steve Wolfson 
award car show trophy 
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Boat Decoration Trophies: 
 
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson ···  Festival Grand Prize for Best Boat 
Bill & Anna Bailey ···········································  Most Glorious Boat 
Mike Brown & Denise Ramirez ·································  Cheeriest Boat 
Patrick Conte & John Wilson ···························  Most Enchanting Boat 
Ron & Joan Coury ·············································  Best Wintry Boat 
Patricia Doninger ·····························  Most Enchanting Lakeview Boat 
Les & Melody Edwards ·························· Most Colorful Lakeview Boat 
Cary & David Garland ····································  Most Attractive Boat 
Frank & Tammy Gatski ······································· Most Festive Boat 
Babe & Terry Gialketsis ··································  Most Luminous Boat  
David & Dorrie Jacobson ·····················  Most Entertaining Boat Theme 
Harry & Marcy Kallick ······································  Most Majestic Boat 
Yvonne O'Connell ············································ Most Brilliant Boat 
Jona Marie Price & Marc Vance ···························  Most Cheerful Boat 
Jim & Ginger Ruther ·································  Best Holiday Boat Theme 
Phillip & Pamela Schweit ························  Most Colorful Landings Boat 
Virginia Shaffer ··············································· Most Seasonal Boat 
Stephen Sorrentino ···········································  Most Magical Boat 
Thomas & Ethel Wilson ·····································  Most Angelic Boat 
 
Burt & Estelle Steinberg ··············································· Certificate 
 

(Judged on December 1, 2004) 

Yard Decoration Trophies: 
 
Bill & Anna Bailey ····················  Most Attractive Lakeview Decorations 
Lloyd & Pamela Bell ································· Most Tasteful Decorations 
Mike Brown & Denise Ramirez ···············  Most Enchanting Decorations 
Patrick Conte & John Wilson ···················· Most Fabulous Decorations 
Ron & Joan Coury ·····························  Most Picturesque Decorations 
Romero Dublin ······················· Best Lakeview Front Yard Decorations 
Cary & David Garland ·························· Most Magnificent Decorations 
Frank & Tammy Gatski ····························  Most Stunning Decorations 
Babe & Terry Gialketsis ····························  Most Brilliant Decorations 
Mario & Marel Giolito ······································ Best Holiday Theme 
Jack Heywood & Ed Vega ··························· Most Elegant Decorations 
Shafik Hirji & Judy Pham ·······················  Most Sensational Decorations 
David & Dorrie Jacobson ······················· Most Whimsical Decorations 
Harry & Marcy Kallick ····························· Most Glorious Decorations 
Yvonne O'Connell ·······························  Most Incredible Decorations 
Betty O'Leary·······································  Most Creative Use of Lights 
Bonny Parry ······························· Best Seasonal Landings Decorations 
Ron & Sinni Richardson ········  Most Attractive Lakes Estates Decorations 
Virginia Shaffer ···································· Most Luminous Decorations 
Louis & Debbi Somers ···························  Most Sparkling Decorations 
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson ············  Most Splendid Decorations 
Stephen Sorrentino ···························  Most Breathtaking Decorations 
Susan Strait ········································  Most Shimmery Decorations 
Jacqueline Taylor ·································· Most Delightful Decorations 
Laura & Mel Tousseau ·························· Most Captivating Decorations 
Jona Marie Price & Marc Vance ···  Most Seasonal Beach View Decorations 
Steven Vieths ······································  Cutest Holiday Decorations 
Charlie & Patricia Ward ························  Most Appealing Decorations 
Thomas & Ethel Wilson ··························· Most Cheerful Decorations 
 
Mourad & Jeanne Agrebi ··············································· Certificate 
Jim & Michaelene Bilbray ··············································· Certificate 
Pete & Maria Costello ·················································· Certificate 
Jack & Esther Enkowitz ················································ Certificate 
Gene & Patricia Gehres ················································ Certificate 
Eileen George ··························································· Certificate 
Victor & Linda Gill ······················································ Certificate 
Michael & Twilla McGlone ············································· Certificate 
Richard & Paiva Moore ················································· Certificate 
Dennis & Tracy Seagle ················································· Certificate 
Ronald & Shirley Strang ················································ Certificate 
Michael & Joan Trofino ················································· Certificate 
Warren & Michele Volker ············································· Certificate 
Bill & Roni Wolf ························································· Certificate 

 
(Judged on December 1, 2004) 

Congratulations! 

Car Show Award Winners: 
 
First Place ················································ 1964 Corvette ·············································· Graig Zapp 
Second Place ······································  1992 Lamborghini Diablo ································  Gordon Tronson 
Third Place ············································· 1931 Ford 2-door ·······························  Larry & Betty Hansen 
Best of Show ·····································  1928 Model A Fire Truck ····························  Bob & Sherry Dodge 
Council Man Wolfson's Award ··············  1939 Cadillac Imperial Sedan ··································  Colin Christie 

http://festival.lakesassociation.com 
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Team Captains: 
 
Mike Brown ································································  Publicity 
PJ Conte & John Wilson ··············  Grounds, Electrical, Traffic & Parking 
Toni Frustaci ·················································  Arts & Crafts Show 
Russ & Louisa Gray ······················································  Ticketing 
Marcy Kallick ·····················································  Park Decoration 
Deborah Manning ························································  Charities 
Teddie McLean ················································ Food Concessions 
Ed Metcalfe ·······························································  Car Show 
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson ······························  Fund Raising 
Burt Steinberg ·············································· Boat Parade & Safety 
Donna Toussaint ······································  Entertainment & Awards 
Greg Toussaint ··························································  Chairman 
Laura & Mel Tousseau ···················································  Yard Sale 
Ed Vega ···························································  Park Decoration 

Volunteers: 
 

Ron & Carol Barnett 
Kelly D. Benavidez 

June Brooks 
Mike Brown & Denise Ramirez 

Linda Bujadham 
P. J. Conte & John Wilson 

Suzanne Emerson 
Mick Frederickson 

Toni Frustaci 
Douglas Geinzer 

Bob & Terri Genzer 
Robert & Theresa Giandomenico 

Russ & Louisa Gray 
Richard Guerrero 
Byron Henderson 

Jack Heywood & Ed Vega 
Dorrie Jacobson 

Scott Jaegel 
Harry & Marcy Kallick 

Deborah Manning 
Cheryl Martin 

Connie McFarland 
Teddie McLean 

Ed Metcalfe 
Amy Myers 

Wade Myers 
Sandee Nowak 

Geraldine Pagaduan 
Charla Palmer 
Frank Reynolds 

Jim & Dale Robins 
Phillip & Pamela Schweit 

Danny Sims 
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson 

Burt & Estelle Steinberg 
June Tabeek 

Greg & Donna Toussaint 
Kent Toussaint 

Mel & Laura Tousseau 
Landa Trentham 

Joan Trofino 
Stacy Turner 

Travis Virgadamo 
Bill & Roni Wolf 

Sponsors: 
 

City of Las Vegas 
Clark County 

Outback Steakhouse 
 

Bergman Walls & Associates, Ltd. 
Citibank 

Jaramillo Landscape & Maintenance Co. 
Lakes Lounge 

Marie Calendars 
Martin & Peltyn, Inc. 

Mini Market at The Lakes 
Multi-Pure Corporation  

Pat Purvis Inc. 
Terra West 

Donations: 
 

Richard Guerrero 
Sharon St. Clair & Adrienne Wiese 
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson 

Greg & Donna Toussaint 
Assemblywoman Valerie Weber 

Entertainers: 
 

Brooke Wilkes 
Gayle Dawn Comins 

M.J. Christensen Elementary School Honor Choir 
Lawrence Jr. High School Early Bird Choir 

Lawrence Jr. High School Jazz Band 
Lawrence Jr. High School Orchestra 

Hyde Park Middle School Choir 
Hyde Park Middle School Girls Chorus 

Hyde Park Middle School Honor Chorus 
US Marine Corp Color Guard 

Mark Pfister, Channel 13 Weatherman 

Dignitaries: 
 

Las Vegas City Councilman Steve Wolfson 
Clark County Commissioner Chip Maxfield 

Clark County Commissioner Lynette Boggs McDonald 
Nevada State Assemblywoman Valerie Weber 

Thank You...Thank You...Thank You...Thank You 
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Trees Threaten Our Lake 
Our beautiful trees help to make 
The Lakes a such a scenic commu-
nity.  But the most important thing 
that distinguishes our community 
from others is our beautiful Lake 

Sahara.  We need both! 

Lake Sahara has a 
concrete bulk-

head along the 
shoreline and 
the bottom of 
the lake is a 
claylike liner.  
These struc-
tures can be 

damaged by tree 
trunks or roots.  If 

trees are planted too 
near the lake, their 

growth could expand into the 
bulkhead and breach it.  Roots 
from some trees can travel long 
distances to get to water unless 
they are properly irrigated.   

When we first plant trees, they 
look like they're pretty far from 
the lake, but as they grow larger 
it's surprising how close they actu-
ally get to the lake.  Tree root 
systems tend to reach just as wide 
as the tree branches themselves!  
So if you live along the lakefront, 
please check your trees to make 
sure they're not growing too close 
to the lake, and make sure that 
tree roots aren't reaching toward 
the lake.   

Any breach of the lake would 
result in major excavation and 
repairs.  It would cost many tens 
of thousands of dollars just to 
repair the break and the cost of 
lost water could be equally large. 

All costs incurred by the Associa-
tion to repair damage to the lake 
would be the responsibility of the 
property owner whose tree 

caused the problem.  The rest of 
the property owners in The Lakes 
Association shouldn't have to bear 
this burden; it must be borne by 
the owner whose tree caused the 
problem.  So it's in your interest to 
make sure that your trees aren't 
threatening the lake.   

Furthermore with the water short-
age that Southern Nevada faces 
(you wouldn't know it lately), the 
last thing we want to do is create 
bad publicity for our community. 

Let's All Protect Lake Sahara 
Did you know that our lake has no 
outflow?  So our lake is kind of like 
Las Vegas: "What goes in Lake 
Sahara stays in Lake Sahara." 

We all understand that we 
shouldn't throw trash in the 

lake.  We know better than 
to throw leaves and 

grass clippings in the 
lake.  None of would 

even think of dumping 
chemicals or cleaning 
solutions in our beauti-
ful lake.  These things 
are obvious.  But there 
are a lot of other 
things that affect the 

health and safety of our 
lake that you may not 
be aware of.   

One of those things is runoff from 
our lawns.  Why is that a problem?  
Well that fertilizer that grows nice 
green grass in our yards is equally 
good at growing green algae in our 
lake.  The algae problems that we 

have from time to time are actually 
caused by nutrients that run off 
our yards and into the lake.  With-
out this runoff, we would never 
have an algae problem.  What goes 
in Lake Sahara, stays in Lake Sa-
hara. 

But that's not all that runs off our 
yards.  Some of us have pets that 
spend a lot of time in the back 
yard (hopefully not barking at the 
neighbors).  Pet waste is a big 
problem.  Irrigation runoff causes 
bacteria from pet waste to enter 
the lake.  This is harmful to wildlife 
and is potentially harmful to hu-
mans.  What goes in Lake Sahara, 
stays in Lake Sahara. 

When we wash our boats, docks, 
sidewalks and lawn furniture; the 
soaps we use contain phosphates.  
These are the very same chemicals 
that are in fertilizer and they cause 
the same algae problems when 
they enter the lake.  To avoid this, 
please use phosphate-free dish-

washing detergents to clean your 
backyard equipment.  These prod-
ucts will not damage our lake's 
ecosystem.  What goes in Lake 
Sahara, stays in Lake Sahara. 

So help keep our lake healthy: 

• Don't over water or over 
fertilize your yard 

• Switch to phosphate-free 
soaps for your backyard & 
boat 

• Clean up after your pet 
frequently 

It's our lake...we live here...let's all 
do what we can to protect our 
lake because… that's right: What 
goes in Lake Sahara, stays in Lake 
Sahara. 
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Birds… Let Mother Nature Do Her Job! 
Ducks, geese, coots and pigeons 
have lived on this earth for many 
millions of years. They're actually 
very resilient.  They have the ability 
to find food or to migrate to 
where there is food.   

But many humans don’t believe 
this.  They think that without their 
assistance, these birds would liter-
ally starve to death.  They think 
that without Wonder Bread, Lays 
Potato Chips and Orville Reden-
bacher's Popcorn, they would join 
the ranks of endangered species.   

Nothing could be further from the 
truth!  Ask any park ranger or 
wildlife specialist.  Rather than 
helping them, our human food 
actually harms wild animals.   

But there are other problems.  
Feeding the birds is also harmful to 
humans!  And you know how 

much we love our humans!  When 
birds find an "easy" food supply 
here, they tell their friends…and 
they tell two friends…and they tell 
two friends…and...well, you get 
the picture. 

The result is we get way too many 
birds.  Why is that a problem?  
Well, excessive bird waste (like 
pet waste) creates unhealthful 
conditions in our lake and around 
our community.  When the con-
centration of waterfowl gets ex-
cessive, so does the bacteria level 
from their waste.  It affects the 
water quality and healthfulness of 
our lake.  Remember, "What goes 
in Lake Sahara, stays in Lake Sa-
hara." 

Bird feeding also attracts land birds 
like pigeons (or as some people 
call them, "rats with wings").  This 

just adds to the problem.  While 
you may think pigeons are really 
cute while you're feeding them, 
your neighbors may not be nearly 
so enthusiastic about having bird 
droppings on their home, their 
backyard, or…their heads!  They 
may also object to the noise.  Hey 
birds aren't exactly quiet. 

Our goal is not to get rid of the 
birds…we all love them.  They're 
part of our community.  They 
come here naturally because our 
lake is a good habitat for them.  
We just don't want to attract 
artificially high bird populations to 
our community. 

So please, let's let Mother Nature 
do her work.  She doesn't need 
our help.  Let's take care of our 
lake and be respectful to our 
neighbors. 

How Do I Sell / Buy a Boat? 
New residents often ask where 
they can get a boat.  We have 
two companies that are au-
thorized by The Lakes Associa-
tion to sell and service boats on 
our lake: Duffy Electric Boat Co. 
and Electracraft.  Both compa-
nies have local representatives 
and offer excellent boats.  If 
you'd like to contact them, the 
details are listed on the right. 

When people buy a new boat 
they often end up wanting to 
sell their used boat.  So we 
provide a free listing service in 
our newsletters and on our 
website for any private resi-
dent that wants to buy or sell a 
boat.   

If you'd like to list your boat or 
let people know you're an 

interested buyer, please con-
tact us at: 

info@lakesassociation.com 

256-9440 (fax) 

Send us all the details on the 
boat you want to sell/buy; such 
as the size, make, model, age, 
condition, and price.  Also 
include your name, address, 
phone and e-mail addresses. 

Then the buyers and sellers 
can contact one another di-
rectly.  All purchases of boats 
are strictly between the buyer 
and the seller.  The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility 
for the quality of the boat or 
the financial arrangements. 

Duffy Electric Boat 
Company 
 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 
 
Rep:  Lakes Duffy 
www.lakesduffy.com 
Douglas Geinzer 
doug@LakesDuffy.com  
604-5627 
240-4120 Fax 

ElectraCraft 
 
2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
 
Rep:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

Boats for Sale: 

No current listings. 

Boats Wanted: 

No current listings. 



cmartin@terrawest.com 
www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 251-4566 
Fax: 251-4366  

The Lakes Association 
c/o Terra West Property Management 
P.O. Box 80900 
Las Vegas, NV 89180 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
every month,  except  
December. 

Time:  9:30 a.m.  
Location:  

Terra West Office 
2655 South Rainbow 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89146 
(Near the intersection of 
Rainbow & Laredo) 

Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association.  
At the start of each meeting 
there is an opportunity for 
members to provide their 
comments and input to the 
board.  We encourage you to 
attend. 

Board of Directors 
 
Ron Coury, President  

Greg Toussaint,  Vice President 
Landa Trentham, Secretary / Treasurer 

Frank Gatski, Director 
Burt Steinberg,  Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager 

Cheryl Martin, CMCA 
 251-4566 (direct line) 
 362-6262 (main) 
 251-4366 (fax) 
cmartin@terrawest.com 

 
Security (6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 

Guardian Security 
 307-3100 

Notice.   
This notice is provided to all 
member-owners in accordance 
with Nevada State law.  Copies 
of the Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas are available upon 
request from our 
management 
office at a cost 
of 25 
cents per 
page plus 
postage. 

In addition, copies of the min-
utes are available at no cost on 
our website. 


