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From the Editor: 
Hello Neighbors, 

It's been a busy summer here 
at The Lakes and as we head 
into fall it shows no sign of 
slowing down.  Plans are un-
derway for some exciting com-
munity events. 

The Lakes Festival of Lights 
team is hard at work planning 
this year's big event.  This an-
nual community festival has 
become the signature event for 
our community and has helped 
put our "twenty something" 
year-old community back on 
the map.  And most impor-
tantly, it puts smiles on thou-
sands of faces each year. 

The Annual Lakes Community 
Yard Sale is coming up very 
soon.  Be sure to donate some 
items to raise money for the 
Festival.  And lend a helping 
hand if you can. 

Lakes residents Jenny & Wil-
lem Venter will be hosting a 
wonderful fishing tournament 
here at The Lakes to help fos-
ter children in Southern Ne-
vada. 

We have a new gate mainte-
nance vendor that we think 
will make a big improvement in 
our gate reliability and also 
lower response times for re-
pairs. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of 
The Lakes Newsletter. 
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Do you have a question about 
your community or home-
owner association?  Would 
you like to contribute an arti-
cle to the next Lakes Newslet-
ter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 
a line.  We'll be glad to answer 
your questions.  And we'll do 
our best to make room for 
your article. 

Questions & 
Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Hello Little Bluegill Buddies… Welcome to Lake Sahara! 

Don't Miss Your Annual Meeting 
operated by two Lakes resi-
dents, asked for permission to 
present an innovative idea to 
the members.  It would enable 
one security guard to control 
all our gates using video cam-
eras and high speed communi-
cation systems.  It's too soon 
to consider any action on their 
proposal, but the meeting will 
be a great opportunity for us 
to find out what it's all about 
and how it would affect us.  If 
this seems like something the 
members are interested in, we 
will research it and then at a 
future date we may bring it to 
a vote of the members. 

Come on out.  It's your 
community… so be a part 
of it. 

Just a reminder… the Lakes 
Association's Annual Member-
ship Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, September 21 at the 
Canyon Gate Country Club.  Just 
drive up to their entrance and 
the guard will direct you 
where to go.  We'll have a light 
buffet starting at 6:00 p.m. 

Please attend this meeting.  
Find out what's happening in 
your community.  Got a ques-
tion?  We'll try to answer it.  
Got a suggestion?  We'll listen. 

We will count all the ballots 
for the election of board mem-
bers and announce the results 
at the end of the meeting. 

Prestige Monitoring and Security 
Services, a company owned and 
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What’s The Latest at The Lakes? 

2006 Lakes Festival of Lights Update 
This year's Lakes Festival of 
Lights is looking great!  We 
have a talented group of Team 
Captains and they're each hard 
at work on their individual 
areas.  We're also fortunate to 
have dozens of people who 
already volunteered to help.  
Here's the latest news: 

City of Las Vegas Grant. 
The Neighborhood Services De-
partment has awarded us a 
$4,000 grant.  Without the 
City's financial support each 
year, the Festival wouldn't be 
possible.  THANK YOU! 

Sponsors. Outback Steakhouse, 
Benchmark Association Services 
and Jaramillo Landscape & Main-
tenance Co. have already gener-
ously committed to help spon-
sor our event.  But we still 
need more sponsors.  So if 
you, or someone you know, 

would be interested in sup-
porting our event please let 
me know.  Last year we had 
over 5,000 attendees. 

Sherry Swensk. We're very 
proud that Channel 8 neighbor-
hood weather anchor Sherry 
Swensk has agreed to serve as 
Grand Marshal for this year's 
Festival.  Thanks Sherry, we're 
going to have a lot of fun.  
Please bring us good weather! 

Fundraisers. In addition to 
sponsors, we also have some 
special fundraisers to support 
the Festival.  The Lakes Fishing 
Tournament, that was put on by 
Willem & Jenny Venter in June, 
raised $630.  On September 
30th we'll be holding our annual 
Lakes Community Yard Sale.  All 
proceeds will go to support 
the Festival. 

Team Captains. Our team is 
hard at work planning for a 
great event.  They're busy 
signing up: concessionaires for 
the food park, school choirs 
and acts for the entertainment 
program, entrants for the Car 
Show, and booth space for the 
Craft Show and exhibit area. 

Volunteers. Soon we'll be: 
holding our yard sale, decorat-
ing the North Park, putting up 
banners, distributing posters 
and all kinds of other fun stuff.  
Getting involved is what being 
a neighbor is all about.  So if 
you haven't done so already, 
please contact me to add your 
name to our growing list of 
volunteers.   

We like to say that the "Lakes 
Festival of Lights puts smiles on 
faces."  Put one on yours–be a 
Festival volunteer. 

Greg Toussaint 
Chairman 
256-9998 
256-9440 (fax) 
greg@global-markets.com 

Assemblywoman Valerie 
Weber and Senator Barbara 

Cegavske working on the 
decorations 

Our 2006 

Team Captains: 
Boat Parade 
Marc Vance 

Exhibits 

Barbara Cegavske & Valerie 
Weber 

Car Show 

Holley Holran 

Charities 

Deborah Manning 

Craft Show; Yard Sale 

Toni Frustaci 

Entertainment; Judging & 
Awards 

Donna Toussaint 

Food Park 

Burt Steinberg 

Fundraising 

Harry Kallick 

Grounds & Safety 

PJ Conte 

Park Decorations 

Ed Vega 

Publicity 

Stephen Sorrentino 

Ticketing 

Russ & Louisa Gray 

Traffic & Parking 
John Wilson 

We all had a fun decoration the park 
(Stephen, Greg, Franz, Bob, Deborah) 

It's a wrap! 
(Deborah, Bob {hidden} & Ron) 

Lynn helps out 
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The Lakes 
Community Calendar 

The Lakes Committees 
Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 
Jack Heywood 
Donna Toussaint 
Ed Vega 
John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 
Louisa Gray 
Sharon Woods 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 
Chris & Tamara Fletcher 
Jim & Charla Palmer 
Michele & Chuck Robins 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 
Harry Kallick 

Lake Oversight Committee: 
P. J. Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint, Chair 
John Wilson 

Architectural Review Committee: 
Marcy Kallick, Chair 
Berton Severson 
Stephen Sorrentino 
Laura Tousseau 
Larry Turner 

September 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Annual Membership meeting 

Canyon Gate Country Club 

September 30, 8:00 a.m. 
Lakes Community Yard Sale (Festival fundraiser) 

The park at the south end of Lake Sahara 

September 28, 5:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

October 14, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Child Focus Fishing Tournament 

Captains Cove Restaurant Dock in the Lake Town Center 

November 11, 9:00 a.m. 
North Park Holiday Decorating Party 

The park at the north end of Lake Sahara 

October 26, 5:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

December 4, 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
Lakes Holiday Decoration Contest Judging 

Turn on your lights so we can see you. 

December 9, 12 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
Sixth Annual Lakes Festival of Lights 

North Park, intersection of Lake East Dr. and Lake Sahara Dr. 

January 25, 5:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

February 22, 5:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

Lakes Estates Lollapalooza 
Psst!  We don't have all the 
details, but the rumor mill tells 
us that the residents of Lakes 
Estates had a great neighbor-
hood block party over the 
Summer.   

They all got together in their 
park by the tennis courts and 
had a big barbeque.  According 
to  reports everyone had fun 
and the food was great.  
Thanks Stephen Sorrentino 
and Joseph Hernandez for 
making it all happen. 

These are the kind of events 
that bring neighbors together.  
We encourage the residents of 

each of our communities to 
get involved and plan their 
own neighborhood parties.  It's 
a great opportunity to meet 
your neighbors and make new 
friends.   

So if your community hasn't 
had a party, why don't you 
make it happen?  Make up a 
flyer… knock on some 
doors… get others involved.  
It's really easy.  And if your 
community has already had 
one… do it again.   

Knowing your neighbors is 
what "Lakes Living" is all about. 

Greetings to all of our 
neighbors here at The Lakes.  
You're invited to participate in 
our Annual Lakes Community 
Yard Sale Fundraiser for the 
Lakes Festival of Lights.  It will 
be held on Saturday, Septem-
ber 30th  from 8:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. and will be located in 
the South Park at the south 
end of Lake Sahara near the 
intersection of Lake South Dr. 
and Shoreline Dr. 

This will be our fourth Annual 
Lakes Community Yard Sale and 
we expect this year's event to 
be bigger and better than ever.   

Each year everyone who vol-
unteers has a ton of fun selling 
our donated goods, haggling 
over prices, setting up the 
merchandise, and even grab-
bing a great bargain for them-
selves.  It's a formula of three 
equal parts that makes this sale 
possible: donations, volunteers 
and shoppers.   

We depend on the generosity 
of our fellow neighbors to 
donate their usable items on 
the morning of the sale be-
tween the hours of 6:00 a.m. 
and 10:00 a.m., dropping their 
goods off at the event site.  So 
please go through your closets 
and garage and bring out all 

those items that you know 
you're never going to use.  
Your donation will help sup-
port a wonderful community 
event. 

None of this happens without 
the time and energy of our 
fantastic volunteers!  They all 
do a great job and everyone 
has a lot of fun.  We have al-
ready started our volunteer list 
and if you'd like to join us for a 
day of fun and fellowship, we'd 
love to have you with us.  You 
might even make a new friend.   

Each year we bring in shoppers 
by putting up signs around the 
community, placing an ad in the 
Review Journal and posting a 
notice in the Las Vegas Cham-
ber of Commerce calendar.   

For those that would like to 
have their own sale, we will be 
renting out 10'x10' spaces for 
$25 each.  Spaces are limited, 
so sign up now.   

If you're interested in: donating 
items, volunteering your time, 
or renting a space; please call 
me at 869-8709. 

Join the fun! 

Toni Frustaci 
Lakes Yard Sale Team Captain 

4th Annual Lakes Yard Sale  
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Gates… Etiquette, Safety & Common Sense 
Security. Many people think 
our entrances are gated to 
prevent crime.  And gates do 
reduce crime somewhat be-
cause they make it harder for 
criminals to enter.  But accord-
ing to Chris E. McGoey 
(internationally known author, 
speaker, and professional secu-
rity consultant), "Gates and 
fences provide the perception of 
security, safety, and privacy.  In 
affluent residential neighbor-
hoods, privacy means exclusivity 
and therefore increased property 
values.  Adding an attractive 
automatic entry gate system can 
easily add $50,000 or more to 
single family home values within 
some communities regardless of 
whether it has any effect on 
crime."   

He uses the word perception.  
Gated entrances (even with a 
guard) don't assure our safety.  
There are just too many ways 
for criminals to get in—but 
they do help.   

Privacy & Prestige. The 
primary benefits of gated com-
munities are privacy and pres-
tige.  Gates help keep "Looky-
Lou's" and door-to-door solici-
tors out of our community and 
they make The Lakes a more 
exclusive community, which 
adds to our property values. 

Reliability. If our gates don't 
work, they're not much good.  
In order to improve reliability 
and reduce failures, we've 
changed vendors.  Our gates 
are now maintained by A & D 
Automatic Gate & Access.   

Safety. Below are some things 
we can all do to improve the 
safety of our gate systems.   

Gate Codes. PLEASE don't 
give gate codes out to anyone 
unless they have a legitimate 
need to be in our community 
regularly.  Don't give them out 
to service people, pizza guys or 
friends.  Have them ring you 
from the gate.  When you give 
out gate codes to people, they 

give them to others and pretty 
soon everyone has your code.  
Please contact Benchmark at 
least once a year and have 
your gate code changed. 

Gate Cards. A better choice 
is to use gate access cards.  
For a nominal $10 charge, 
these wallet-sized cards are 
available from Benchmark.  
Using cards instead of codes 
will allow us to track who is 
entering our community. 

Directory. When someone 
calls from the gate it usually 
rings a home phone.  With so 
many of us using cell phones 
today, you may consider having 
the directory ring your cell 
phone instead.  Then if you 
need to let someone in, even 
when you're not home, you 
can buzz them in with your cell 
phone.  If you want to do this, 
just call Benchmark at 795-
3344. 

There's a big line at the 
gate. Some time periods are 
really busy, and occasionally 
people have trouble using the 
directory.  That's when we 
tend to see cars stack up.  
Should you press your re-
mote control and just let 
them in?  Not unless you rec-
ognize them and know they're 
authorized.  Should you pull 
around in front of them and 
"take cuts"?  You wouldn't 
cut in front if you were stand-
ing in line at the movies would 
you?  Chances are the car at 
the directory will get "buzzed" 
in just as you're going through 
ahead of them.  Then the bar-
rier arm will drop down and 
they'll have to back up and call 
again.  How rude!  Should you 
get out and offer assistance 
to the person at the direc-
tory?  That would be very 
neighborly of you. 

Tailgating. The barrier arm 
prevents cars from following 
others through our gates.  
Anyone who has a legitimate 
reason to be in our commu-

nity, knows how to get in le-
gally.  If you let someone tail-
gate in behind you, you don't 
really know whom you're let-
ting in.  Protect your com-
munity from unauthorized 
people.  If someone is trying 
to follow you in, just slow 
down before you reach the 
barrier arm and then suddenly 
go faster through the gate.  As 
soon as you pass, the barrier 
arm should drop down before 
the car behind you can enter. 

Damage. But some people 
just barrel on though the bar-
rier arm or even ram the iron 
gates.  That's why we have 
video camera systems, and 
they work!  Recently we were 
able to collect an $1,800 reim-
bursement for damage caused 
by a reckless driver.  That's 
money the Association didn't 
have to pay, and we're serious 
about collecting.  Association 
expenses are homeowners' 
money and gate repairs are 
very costly.  For example, if 
someone breaks a barrier arm 
(that plastic arm that comes 
down), we get their license 
number and charge them $260 
for: administration, video tape 
review, research and repair.  
Damage to the iron gates is 
even more costly. 

But the gate's broken! We 
don't expect this to happen 
too often in the future.  For 
the first time, we're now per-
forming quarterly preventive 
maintenance on all our gates.  
We hope this will allow us to 
fix problems before they cause 
an outage.  But unfortunately 
all things eventually do break.  
What should you do?  Call 
Benchmark at 795-3344 any 
time, night or day and tell them 
what the problem is.  When-
ever a gate is inoperative, we 
consider it an emergency.  
Benchmark will get someone 
out to fix it as soon as possi-
ble.  But you have to call… 
don't leave it to someone 
else… just call. 
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If You Like to Boat, Please Stay Afloat! 
could seriously injure you.  
And of course you'd probably 
get wet!  Swimming is limited 
to fish, turtles and ducks.  If 
you're not one of these spe-
cies, please don't swim.  Re-
member what they do in that 
water!  Yuck! 

My #%&@! boat won't run! 
There's nothing more frustrat-
ing than getting in your boat all 
ready for a nice cruise and it 
won't start.  Most of our boats 
run on batteries, and batteries 
need just two things: electricity 
and water.   

If you forget to charge your 
batteries they won't work, or 
even worse, they may go dead 
while you're out on the lake.  
So keep them charged.  If it's 
been more than two weeks 
since you used your boat, 
charge it up before taking it 
out.  And don't forget to check 
the battery water at least once 
a quarter.  It's very easy.  Re-
member that letting them go 
dry can cost you hundreds of 
dollars in new batteries. 

I think your "thingamajig" 
done got busted! It's a good 
idea to have your boat ser-
viced by a reputable, licensed 
company that has experience 
with your boat model.  Inexpe-
rienced repairmen can cause 
you more problems than you 
already have. 

Celebration…   There's a 
party going on right here.   
Playing music on your boat 
really adds to the ambience.  
But sound is magnified over 
water.  If you want to play 
music after 10:00 p.m., please 
be sensitive to your neighbors 
who may be trying to sleep.   

It's surprising how well you can 
hear what people say out on 
the lake.  So unless your com-
ments are intended for every-
one, please keep your voice 
down.   

Enjoy YOUR lake. 

for a tow.   

And rule number one… bring 
your keys.  There's really 
nothing more embarrassing 
than pushing off from the dock 
with a boatload of people only 
to realize you forgot the keys!  
It's really hard to recover from 
that gracefully.  Your passen-
gers will never look at you the 
same way again! 

Wow… look at those beau-
tiful lightning flashes! Are 
you nuts?  You're a lightning 
rod out there.  Get off the 
water… NOW! 

Hey, watch where you're 
going! It's a big lake and there 
usually aren't that many boats, 
so collisions shouldn't be a big 
problem.  But there are some 
common sense rules we 
should all follow.   

This isn't England… so when 
approaching another boat, 
keep to the RIGHT.  That's 
"starboard" for you old "salts". 

This shouldn't need to be said, 
but NEVER steer your boat in 
front of another boat.  Some 
boaters aren't that experi-
enced and our boats aren't 
very maneuverable.  So please 
resist the urge to play 
"chicken" with other boats, no 
matter how fun it might seem.  
Please be courteous and give 
them some space. 

Sail boats are hard to maneu-
ver, so always give them the 
right of way.  Or… prepare to 
be rammed! 

The shoreline is shallow, so 
keep your boat at least eight 
feet from the shore.   

When near other boats, docks 
or the shoreline, please slow 
down.  Your boat will thank 
you, and so will your 
neighbors. 

Stay dry. Never dive off your 
boat into the lake.  There are 
underwater obstructions that 

Boating makes Lake Sahara a 
great extension to our homes.  
Many of us use our boats to 
visit neighbors.  We boat over 
to the Lake Town Center for a 
luscious meal.  We go fishing.  
We go sailing or kayaking.  
Let's face it, boats just add a 
completely different dimension 
to our community. 

Some of us are "seasoned old 
salts" but frankly most of us 
don't know our "aft" from a 
"hole in the water"!  So here 
are some tips to help us all 
enjoy our lake safely and cour-
teously. 

Hey, it's kinda' dark out 
here! Boating at night is really 
a treat.  The stars are shining.  
All those lights are so beautiful.   

And hopefully at least some of 
those lights are on your boat!  
Be safe.  PLEASE make sure 
your navigation lights are on 
after dark.  This is extremely 
important.  You wouldn't drive 
your car at night with the lights 
off… so never operate a boat 
at night unless it has lights and 
they're turned on.  Small pedal 
boats and kayaks are particu-
larly hard to see at night.  
Please don't take them out 
after dark without lights. 

What should I bring? You're 
out there on the lake… hey, 
what could go wrong?  Well, 
you might get stuck or your 
boat might break down.  It 
could take on water and start 
to list.  Your batteries might go 
dead.  Hey, it's a jungle out 
there! 

Here's a list of things you 
should ALWAYS bring with 
you.  A cell phone to call for 
help (along with phone num-
bers of some of your "handier" 
neighbors).  A 20 foot tow 
rope.  At least one paddle.  If 
your boat's batteries die the 
lights won't work, so bring a 
flashlight… batteries not op-
tional.  Bring some water… 
you might get thirsty waiting 
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Lake Oversight Committee Report: 
Whew… was it ever hot 
this summer!  While the heat 
may be fun at the swimming 
pool, it causes some problems 
for Lake Sahara.  The midge 
flies grow faster and so does 
the algae.  The Lake Oversight 
Committee has watched the 
lake daily.  We adjusted treat-
ment schedules and products.  
We also added thousands new 
fish to the lake.  All this based 
on the health and appearance 
of our lake. 

Midge Flies. In early August, 
we introduced 65,000 fathead 
minnows and 4,000 bluegill into 
our lake.  Their job is to eat 
midge fly larvae at the bottom 
of the lake before they can 
hatch into adults.  This is not a 
complete solution but it 
helps… and it's natural. 

Algae. Algae is very healthy 
for our lake.  It adds oxygen to 
the water, and it feeds the fish 
and ducks.  Unfortunately at 
those times when we get too 
much algae, the appearance of 
our lake is diminished.  If only 

we could control Mother Na-
ture!  With such a long hot 
summer, we had a few weeks 
where the algae was growing 
faster than the fish could eat it.  
Now that it's cooled down, the 
problem is gone… until next 
summer! 

Habitat. Our lake has a 
smooth bottom.  It needs 
more habitat to protect the 
small fish from the larger ones 
and to keep our fish reproduc-
ing naturally.   

We did some experimentation 
and learned that putting rocks 
of varying sizes into the lake 
along the shoreline and under 
the docks works great.  The 
small fish come in hordes to 
hide in the rocks. 

Why not create your own little 
habitat area under your dock 
or along your shoreline?  You'll 
be amazed at how many fish it 
will attract.  It's like having 
your own personal aquarium 
right in your back yard.   

We want the lake to look as 
natural as possible.  Please use 
only natural rocks, gravel and 
boulders… no bricks, blocks, 
metals, plastic, glass or building 
materials.  To maintain the 
appearance of the lake and to 
ensure safe boating, all new 
habitat must be completely 
submerged and kept within six 
feet of the shoreline. 

It's a fun and inexpensive way 
to attract fish and turtles to 
your area.  Give it a try… 
you'll be doing your part to 
improve the lake.   

The lake really looks terri-
fic.  We're seeing more fish all 
over the place.  As the 
weather cools, we should have 
a nice winter. 

PJ Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
John Wilson 

Are You Doggin' Your Neighbors? 
We all love our pets.  They're 
an important part of our fami-
lies… and a very welcome part 
of our community. 

But just like people, our pets 
need to be good neighbors 
too.  Here are some simple 
tips to help keep your pet 
from becoming a problem: 

Barking. Neighbors and boat-
ers want to enjoy the peace 

and quiet that our 
community offers.  
They really don’t 

want to hear con-
stant barking.    

Neve r 

your dog or cat to run loose in 
the neighborhood. 

Swimming. Please don't let 
your pet swim in the lake.  It's 
dangerous… there are: boats, 
underwater hazards, old fishing 
lines, rusty fish hooks, and 
broken glass… not to mention 
the alligators and crocodiles.  
(That's a joke!)  Protect your 
pets.  Keep them out of the 
water. 

So give Fluffy a scratch for 
us… Tell Fido we love him… 
And teach them to be good 
neighbors. 

leave your dog in the back yard 
unattended.   

Safety. Dogs are naturally 
territorial, but because of the 
lake our back yards are not 
really private.  If your dog bites 
a child or a stranded boater 
who enters your back yard, 
you are liable.    Never leave 
your dog in the back yard un-
attended.   

Walking. The Lakes is a great 
place for dog walking.  Let's 
keep it looking great by clean-
ing up after our pets.  Bring a 
cleanup bag with you… your 
neighbors will thank you.   

By City ordinance and Associa-
tion rules, all pets must be 
kept on a leash.  Don’t allow 
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Boat Sales & Services 
Duffy Electric Boats 
 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 
 
Local:  Las Vegas Electric Boats 
Scott Dockswell 
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net 
991-9150 

ElectraCraft 
 
2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
 
Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

Residents often ask where they 
can buy a boat or how they 
can get their boat serviced.  
We have two companies that 
are authorized by The Lakes 
Association to sell and service 
boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  
Both companies have local 
representatives that offer ex-
cellent boats.  If you'd like to 
contact either of these compa-
nies for information about 
their products and services, 
their contact information is 
listed here. 

Important note.  The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility 
for the quality of any product or 
service offered by these compa-
nies. 

Foster Kids Fishing Tournament at The Lakes 
Fifty foster children will 
reunite with their siblings 
to enjoy a morning of fish-
ing on Lake Sahara. 

Tom Sawyer enjoyed the lazy 
days of summer, fishing off the 
river bank.  On Saturday Octo-
ber 14, fifty local foster chil-
dren will get a chance to ex-
perience the joy of dropping a 
line in the water and waiting 
for a fish to go after the bait. 

The Child Focus Fishing Tourna-
ment takes place from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the Cap-
tain’s Cove Restaurant dock here 
in The Lakes.  The children will 
enjoy fishing in the morning, 
followed by a delicious BBQ, 
awards, and entertainment 
provided by Mad Science, a 
hands-on fun and educational 
program. 

Each child will have a chance to 
win fabulous prizes.  Thanks to 
sponsors Venture 295 LLC, Bass 
ProShops and Captains Cove 

Restaurant, this group of foster 
children will reunite with their 
siblings for a wonderful day by 
the water. 

The goal of this event is to 
raise $50,000 for Child Focus 
through sponsorship of each 
child participating in the fishing 
tournament.  100% of the 
money raised will go directly 
to Child Focus. 

“Our event is particularly im-
portant to my husband and me 
because we adopted our 
youngest daughter through the 
foster care system in Las Ve-
gas,” says organizer Jenny 
Venter, owner of Venture 295 
LLC.  “We want to raise aware-
ness in our community of the 
number of children in the sys-
tem waiting for a home, and 
assist Child Focus, an organiza-
tion that does so much good in 
helping and supporting children 
in foster care.” 

Individuals or companies inter-

ested in sponsoring a child in 
the Child Focus Fishing Tourna-
ment can contact Willem or 
Jenny Venter at 858-7398. 

Child Focus is a non-profit 
agency, providing many vital 
supportive services and re-
sources which enrich the lives 
of children living in foster 
care in Southern Nevada.  
The goal of the organiza-
tion is to work within the 
system to become a pow-
erful voice for 
change.  Child 
F o c u s 
partners 
w i t h 
m a n y 
national and local child welfare 
organizations to create a 
strong network of support and 
caring within our community. 

Come out and watch the fun.  
Get involved… sponsor a 
child.   



mvineyard@benchmarkproperties.net 
www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344, ext 101 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
every month, except No-
vember and December. 

Time:  All meetings begin at 
5:00 p.m. 

Location:  
West Sahara Branch 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 
(Behind Outback) 

 
Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association.  
At the start of each meeting 
members will have an opportu-
nity to provide their comments 
and input to the board.  We 
encourage you to attend. 

Board of Directors 
 

Greg Toussaint, President 
Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer 
Harry Kallick, Director 
Pat Murphy, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Moana Vineyard 
 795-3344,  ext 101 
 933-4876 (fax) 

mvineyard@benchmarkproperties.net 
 
Roving Patrol: 

(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Securitas Security Services 
 308-2831 

Notice.   
This notice is provided to all 
member-owners in accordance 
with Nevada State law.  Copies 
of the Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas are 
available upon 
request from our 
management at 
additional cost. 
In addition, the 
minutes of each 

meeting may be downloaded 
from our website at no cost. 


