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From the Editor: 
As always, springtime at The 
Lakes is just beautiful.  Trees 
and flowers are in bloom, 
ducks and geese are migrating, 
turtles are sun bathing, and fish 
are getting active again.  The 
change of season brings with it 
some important changes to 
our community.   

We welcomed some exciting 
new fish to our lake, which 
should benefit our community.  
They'll make Lake Sahara even 
healthier and we'll have a new 
challenge for our fishermen.  
We're also being very commu-
nity-minded by protecting en-
dangered fish. 

Recent upgrades to some of 
our aerator systems are help-
ing to improve Lake Sahara 
water quality. 

The board felt that having its 
meetings in the evening would 
make them easier for our 
members to attend.  So for the 
first time in twenty years, 
we've changed the time of our 
board meetings.   

If you're planning to buy a 
boat, this issue offers some 
important information on how 
to get your boat approved 
painlessly and easily. 

The purpose of The Lakes 
Newsletter is to keep you 
informed of what's happening 
in your community.  So I hope 
you'll take a little time to read 
this issue and stay informed.   

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 
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Do you have a question about 
your community or home-
owner association?  Would 
you like to contribute an arti-
cle to the next Lakes Newslet-
ter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 
a line.  We'll be glad to answer 
your questions.  And we'll do 
our best to make room for 
your article. 

Questions & 
Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Bluegill Fish Say Hello to Lake Sahara 

Board Meeting Time Change 
So as of May 2006, all of our 
meetings will start at 5:00 p.m.  
We hope this change will make 
it easier for homeowners to 
attend.   

Please mark your calendars.  
We hope to see you at a 
board meeting. 

Lakes Association board meet-
ings are held on the 4th Thurs-
day of every month, except for 
November and December.  
For over twenty years, they've 
been held in the morning, but 
our board members felt that 
having our meetings in the 
evening might be more con-
venient for our members.   

Help Make a Difference 
Benchmark Association Ser-
vices manages our community, 
but they aren't here all the 
time.  We need to be their 
eyes and ears, and let them 
know when there's a problem 
that they need to attend to. 

So if you see something that 
doesn't look right to you, 
please call Benchmark at 795-
3344 and report the problem.  
You'll be helping your commu-
nity. 

As members of a homeowners 
association, we often forget 
that this community actually 
belongs to us.  The streets and 
sidewalks are ours.  And so are 
the entry gates, guard houses, 
street lights, common areas, 
and of course the lake.    

When we see things like: graf-
fiti, landscape problems, run-
ning water, rusty fences, stray 
boats, or if there are problems 
with our gates; we often tend 
to leave it to others to get 
involved. 
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What’s The Latest at The Lakes? 
The Lakes Protects Endangered Razorback Sucker 
The Lakes Association is work-
ing with the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service on a 
cooperative program to pro-
tect endangered species of fish, 
and also improve the health 
and ecology of Lake Sahara.  
On March 30, our lake became 
a refuge for about 200 endan-
gered razorback sucker fish. 

"Because Lake Sahara is so 
well-maintained and protected 
from outside threats, it's an 
ideal refuge for these threat-
ened fish." stated Jon C. 
Sjöberg, Supervising Fisheries 
Biologist at the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife, "We appreci-
ate the cooperation of the 
residents in The Lakes commu-
nity and applaud them for their 
community spirit." 

About the Razorback:  The 
razorback sucker (Xyrauchen 
texanus) is a unique fish native 
to the Colorado River Basin. 

In the early 1900s, this fish was 
abundant in the main stem of 
the Colorado River and its 
tributaries.  Following the in-
troduction of non-native spe-
cies and the construction of 
dams in the basin, the razor-
back sucker suffered substan-
tial population declines.  Pres-
ently, this species exists mostly 
in small remnant populations 
scattered across the Colorado 

18 months old and 12 inches in 
length which should be large 
enough to protect them from 
attack by largemouth bass in 
our lake. 

They'll consume excess algae, 
midge fly larvae and other 
plant material which will help 
us keep our lake clean and 
healthy.  So they'll benefit our 
community as much as we 
benefit them. 

This project is funded entirely 
by government agencies at no 
cost to the Association.   

How You Can Help:  The 
best thing you can do is just to 
leave them alone.  If you do 
catch one while fishing, try not 
to injure it and just let it go.  
We're not legally liable if some 
should accidentally be injured 
or die, but realizing the rarity 
of these fish, we should take 
special care not to harm them. 

We're very privileged to work 
with the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife to help ensure the 
survival of these threatened 
fish and at the same time im-
prove the health of Lake Sa-
hara.  It costs us nothing and 
everyone benefits. 

Visit the "News" section of our 
website to see all the photos. 

www.lakesassociation.com 

River Basin.  

In an effort to protect the 
razorback sucker from extinc-
tion, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service listed this species as 
endangered in 1991.  In addi-
tion, the Lower Colorado 
River Multi-Species Conserva-
tion Program was initiated in 
1993 by the states of Arizona, 
California, Nevada and federal 
agencies in a cooperative effort 
to aid in the recovery of the 
razorback sucker. 

What Do They Look Like?  
It has a long, high, pronounced 
hump or keel on its back 
(originating just behind the 
head), from which the name is 
derived.  The head and body 
are dark brown to olive, and 
the sides are brownish fading 
to a yellowish white abdomen. 
The razorback's mouth faces 
downward, having the lower 
lip widely separated into two 
lobes by a deep groove. Razor-
back's feed on algae, aquatic 
insect larvae, detritus (decaying 
organic matter), and plankton.  

Razorback suckers can live for 
up to 50 years, reach lengths 
of 36-39 inches, and weigh up 
to 13 pounds.  They'll probably 
live here longer than many of 
us. 

Our Project:  We now have 
over 200 razorbacks in our 
lake.  They're currently about 

Razorback Sucker 

Razorbacks head for the lake 

Greg Toussaint, PJ Conte, Larry Turner, 
Harry Kallick, & Philip Schweit 

First razorback ready to go in 
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The Lakes 
Community Calendar 

Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 
The Lakes community will once 
again play host to a stirring Memo-
rial Day ceremony.  It will be held 
at The Lakes South Park which is 
located at the south end of Lake 
Sahara near the intersection of 
Lake South Drive and Shoreline 
Drive. 

Each year this solemn ceremony 
reminds us of the greatness of our 
country and of the tremendous 
sacrifices that have been made by 
so many brave Americans.   

On Monday May 29 at 11:00 a.m., 
Fleet Reserve Branch 90 President 
Glen Miller and American Legion 
Post 76 Commander Torres Ramey 
will jointly conduct their Fourth 
Annual Memorial Day Service at The 
Lakes South Park.   

The Centennial High School Champi-
onship Color Guard will post the 
Colors, while County Commis-
sioner Lynette Boggs McDonald 

The Lakes Committees 
Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 
Jack Heywood 
Donna Toussaint 
Ed Vega 
John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 
Louisa Gray 
Sharon Woods 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 
Chris & Tamara Fletcher 
Jim & Charla Palmer 
Michele & Chuck Robins 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 
Harry Kallick 

Lake Oversight Committee: 
P. J. Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint, Chair 
John Wilson 

Architectural Review Committee: 
Marcy Kallick, Chair 
Berton Severson 
Stephen Sorrentino 
Laura Tousseau 
Larry Turner 

April 27, 9:30 a.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch 
(Behind Outback) 

May 25, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch 
(Behind Outback) 

May 29, 11:00 a.m. 
The Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 

The Lakes South Park 

June 20, 6:00 p.m. 
WSCA Annual Membership meeting 

Sahara West Library 
9600 West Sahara Avenue 

June 22, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch 
(Behind Outback) 

July 27, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch 
(Behind Outback) 

August 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch 
(Behind Outback) 

September 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Annual Membership meeting 

Canyon Gate Country Club 

September 28, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch 
(Behind Outback) 

renders our National Anthem.   

Congresswoman Shelley Berkley 
has been invited to attend as the 
guest speaker.  As the bell slowly 
tolls, Lakes resident Jack Ford is 
scheduled to cast a wreath on the 
waters of Lake Sahara in memory 
of those brave veterans that have 
passed on. 

Your attendance is respectfully 
requested.  Please help us honor 
those who have served to protect 
our nation's freedoms and our 
American way of life.  You'll be 
glad you did. 

Date:  
May 29, 2006 

Time: 
11:00 a.m. 

Location: 
The Lakes South Park 

Photo from last year's Memorial Day ceremony 

Kids Will Be Kids, But… 
Children bring life and energy to 
our community.  And our kids are 
usually great. 

But sometimes they do misbehave, 
which can be a problem.  If you see 
any children engaging in activities 
that you believe may be dangerous 
or may cause damage to our com-
munity, please contact Metro.   

If you know where they live, please 

bring any kids' improper behavior 
to their parents' attention.  Parents 
are responsible for any damage 
caused by their children. 

Trespassers can also be a problem.  
Between 6 p.m. and 4 a.m., report 
any suspected trespassers to Sum-
merlin Security, otherwise call 
Metro. 
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Lake Oversight Committee Report: 
The Lakes Extends a Warm 
Welcome to Fatheads and 
Suckers 

Spring is always a busy time for the 
Lake Oversight Committee (LOC).  
We've been working on our midge 
fly abatement program, which 
includes adding new fish to eat 
midge fly larvae that grow at the 
bottom of the lake.  We're also 
working with the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife (NDOW) and the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to help 
protect endangered fish species.  
We continue to monitor the re-
sults of our monthly water tests to 
ensure the health of our lake. 

Minnows & Bluegill:  On Febru-
ary 22, 40,000 fathead minnows 
and 2,000 bluegills arrived and we 
had a crew of volunteers to help 
introduce them into our lake.  It 
was a lot of fun!  42,000 fish takes 
a lot of buckets so we were glad to 
have the help.   

The little critters seem to have 
adapted to our lake very nicely, 
and we hope they'll dine well on 
midge fly larvae.  The bluegill 
should grow rapidly and become a 
good challenge for those residents 
who like to fish. 

Razorback Suckers:  We've 
been working with the NDOW for 
a long time on a program to bring 
endangered species of fish to our 
lake.  Razorback sucker fish are 
native to the Colorado River but 
they're under serious threat due to 
changes in their native habi-
tat.  We're proud to say that on 
March 30, our work came to frui-
tion and Lake Sahara became a 
refuge to about 200 endangered 
razorback suckers.  

This is truly a "win-win" project 
because these fish will help keep 
our lake clean.  The razorbacks will 
eat algae, plant material and midge 
fly larvae which should improve the 
health and beauty of our lake.  And 
they're being provided by NDOW 
at no cost to the Association.  So 
everyone benefits. 

For more information on the ra-
zorback sucker, please read the 
article on page two. 

This program was spearheaded by 
PJ Conte.  He took the original 
idea and really ran with it.  He 
worked with the NDOA for over a 
year to bring this program to frui-
tion.  Thanks PJ, for your hard 
work and dedication.  You made it 
happen. 

Aerators:  We've also upgraded 
some of our aeration pump mo-
tors and added diffusers to in-
crease oxygen levels and improve 
water circulation.  This aeration 
system is the single most important 
factor in keeping our lake healthy.  
Our lake maintenance crew works 
hard to keep it in tip-top operating 
condition.  If you see any non-
working aerators, please report 
them to our Manager (Moana) at 
Benchmark Association Services and 
she'll dispatch our maintenance 
crew. 

West Nile Season:  The season 
for West Nile Virus is upon us.  
West Nile Virus is a disease that's 
spread from birds to humans by 
mosquitoes.  It's especially danger-
ous to those over fifty and to 
those with compromised immune 
systems.   

Fortunately, our water is well-

circulated and it contains many 
predator fish, so mosquitoes just 
can't grow in our lake.  But mos-
quitoes do grow in standing water 
such as: flooded grass and planters, 
swimming pools, bird baths, etc.  
Please do your part to prevent 
West Nile Virus in our community.  
Inspect your yard weekly to make 
sure there's no standing water.  
Swimming pools must never be 
allowed to turn green.   

For everyone's protection, our 
Benchmark field inspector will 
immediately report any suspected 
health hazards to the Southern 
Nevada Health District.   

Bird Feeding:  And finally, we ask 
again that residents please refrain 
from feeding the birds and ducks.  
It's bad for them, it's bad for the 
lake, and it increases the chance of 
bringing dangerous diseases to our 
community.  Please be a good 
neighbor. 

Questions?  Do you have a ques-
tion about our lake?  If so, please 
let us know.  Just send your ques-
tion to our Manager.  The LOC 
will  be glad to answer it as best 
we can, either directly or in a 
future newsletter.   

Your Lake Oversight Committee: 

PJ Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
John Wilson 

Baby Bluegill 

PJ Conte with a bluegill buddy 

Larry Turner's bucket of fish 

Stephen Sorrentino, haulin' fish 

Greg Toussaint dumps in some more 
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Boat Sales & Services 
Duffy Electric Boats 
 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 
 
Local:  Las Vegas Electric Boats 
Scott Dockswell 
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net 
991-9150 

ElectraCraft 
 
2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
 
Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

Residents often ask where they 
can buy a boat or how they 
can get their boat serviced.  
We have two companies that 
are authorized by The Lakes 
Association to sell and service 
boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  
Both companies have local 
representatives that offer ex-
cellent boats.  If you'd like to 
contact either of these compa-
nies for information about 
their products and services, 
their contact information is 
listed here. 

Important note.  The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility 
for the quality of any product or 
service offered by these compa-
nies. 

Rules for New Boats 
Association in limits of no less 
than $500,000 combined single 
limit or $250,000 / $500,000 / 
$250,000 split limits.  Such 
evidence must name "The 
Lakes Association" as an addi-
tional insured. 

Small pedal boats, kayaks, etc. 
are exempt from the ARC 
Application requirement, how-
ever evidence of insurance 
must be provided.  Remember, 
the use of inflatable boats, 
floats and rafts is prohibited on 
our lake. 

Residents that do not have an 
approved dock location may 
still use Lake Sahara for boat-
ing purposes, but they must 
remove their boat from the 
lake when it's not in use. 

If you're planning to buy a 
boat, please contact our Man-
ager and get the application 
process started so it can be 

As members of The Lakes 
Association, we're all entitled 
to use Lake Sahara for fishing 
and boating.  There's a simple 
process that governs the intro-
duction of boats onto our lake.   

Before any boat may enter the 
lake, it must be approved by 
the Association.  This protects 
the Association (all of us) from 
potential financial liability and it 
also allows us to protect the 
appearance of our lake.   

All you have to do is submit an 
ARC Application (available 
from Benchmark, or on our 
website).  The application must 
contain a full description and a 
photograph of your boat.  It 
must also identify the perma-
nent docking location for your 
boat.   

Prior to approval, evidence of 
liability insurance covering the 
boat must be provided to the 

approved in advance.  Don't 
wait until the day your boat is 
due to arrive, because it won't 
be admitted onto the lake 
without proper authorization.  
It's for all our protection. 

Once your boat has been 
admitted, our lake main-
tenance crew will ar-
range to place a regis-
tration sticker on it.  
In the event that 
your boat breaks 
loose from its moor-
ings, this sticker will 
identify your boat so it 
can be returned to you. 



mvineyard@benchmarkproperties.net 
www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
every month, except No-
vember and December. 

Time:  Our April meeting will 
be at 9:30 a.m.  Starting in 
May, all meetings will begin 
at 5:00 p.m. 

Location:  
West Sahara Branch 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 
(Behind Outback) 

 
Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association.  
At the start of each meeting 
members will have an opportu-
nity to provide their comments 
and input to the board.  We 
encourage you to attend. 

Board of Directors 
 

Greg Toussaint, President 
Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Scott Dockswell, Secretary / Treasurer 
Willem Venter, Director 
Harry Kallick, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Moana Vineyard 
 795-3344 
 933-4876 (fax) 

mvineyard@benchmarkproperties.net 
 
Roving Patrol: 

(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Summerlin Security 
 270-9116 Notice.   

This notice is provided to all 
member-owners in accordance 
with Nevada State law.  Copies 
of the Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas are available upon 
request from our 
management at 
additional 
cost. 
In addi-
tion, the 

minutes of each meeting may 
be downloaded from 

our website at no 
cost. 


