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From the Editor: 
I can't believe that a little com-
munity like ours with only 299 
homes has so much going on!   

In May we had a wonderful 
Memorial Day ceremony.  
Attendance was great and 
many dignitaries were there.   

Beach View Estates residents 
had a great time at their Block 
Party.  We're planning to make 
this a regular event and I hope 
the fun spreads to the other 
gates as well.   

The kickoff meeting for this 
year's Lakes Festival of Lights 
was a huge success.  We had a 
over fifty volunteers and all the 
Team Captains were ap-
pointed.  The 2006 Festival 
Committee is rearing to go! 

Thanks to Willem & Jenny 
Venter, our fishing tournament 
was a huge success.  We're 
looking forward to more fish-
ing events in the future. 

The Kayak Klub really has things 
kickin' every weekday morning.  
We hope you'll come out and 
join the fun. 

And some changes… As you 
may have noticed, we now 
have a new roving patrol com-
pany.  We're excited to have 
the people of Securitas watch-
ing out for us.  We also wel-
comed Pat Murphy to the 
board of directors.  He'll make 
an excellent contribution to 
our community. 

Read on! 
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Do you have a question about 
your community or home-
owner association?  Would 
you like to contribute an arti-
cle to the next Lakes Newslet-
ter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 
a line.  We'll be glad to answer 
your questions.  And we'll do 
our best to make room for 
your article. 

Questions & 
Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Commissioner Lynnette Boggs McDonald singing 
"The Star Spangled Banner" on Memorial Day 

Pat Murphy Joins Lakes Board 
pointed to fill out the remain-
der of Scott's term.  Pat is a 
respected local attorney.  He 
and his wife Nancy have re-
cently completed construction 
of their custom home in Lakes 
Estates.   

We welcome Pat to the board 
of directors. 

For health reasons, Scott 
Dockswell has regretfully sub-
mitted his resignation from 
The Lakes Association board 
of directors.  We thank Scott 
for his service to our commu-
nity and wish him a full and 
speedy recovery. 

Pat Murphy has been ap-

Annual Membership Meeting Set 
It's your chance to get ques-
tions answered and offer your 
thoughts about our commu-
nity. 

We will also count votes and 
announce the results of our 
annual election of the Lakes 
Association board of directors.   

You'll receive additional infor-
mation about this important 
meeting in the mail as the date 
gets closer. 

Please mark your calendar. 

The Lakes Association's Annual 
Membership Meeting will be 
held on September 21, 2006.  
It will once again be at the 
beautiful Canyon Gate Country 
Club, just across Sahara Ave-
nue. 

This meeting is our chance to 
get all the members together 
to discuss our community.  
The Board and Benchmark will 
update everyone on what has 
happened in our community 
over the past year and also 
discuss plans for the future.    
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What’s The Latest at The Lakes? 

Lakes Hosts Memorial Day Ceremony 
Nearly 100 Lakes residents, 
visitors and dignitaries at-
tended the Fourth Annual 
Lakes Memorial Day Cere-
mony.  If you weren't there 
you missed a stirring and truly 
memorable experience. 

The service was jointly organ-
ized and conducted by the Fleet 
Reserve Association (President 
Glenn Miller) and the American 
Legion (Commander Torres 
Ramey).   

It started off with the presen-
tation of colors by the Centen-
nial High School JNROTC 
Color Guard.  Then County 
Commissioner Lynette Boggs 
McDonald sang a beautiful 
rendition of our National An-
them. 

Congresswoman Shelley Berk-

ley's related some moving per-
sonal experiences that she's 
had when talking with families 
of those who have made the 
supreme sacrifice for our na-
tion. 

The tolling of the bell honoring 
those who have died for our 
country set a solemn tone for 
everyone.  Then Lakes resident 
and American Legion com-
mander Jack Ford laid a beauti-
ful ceremonial wreath on the 
waters of Lake Sahara.   

Other guest speakers included:  
Captain Edward Hardemen, 
U.S. Navy retired; State As-
semblywoman Valerie Weber; 
County Commissioner Lynette 
Boggs McDonald and City 
Councilman Steve Wolfson.  
They all spoke movingly about 
the members of our military 

and how important it is that 
we appreciate and remember 
their sacrifice. 

And finally, none of us will ever 
forget bugler Barry Keller play-
ing "Taps" from 100 yards 
offshore on Mike Brown's 
boat.   

Many tears of pride were shed 
that day.  We offer our thanks 
to the American Legion, the 
Fleet Reserve and all those who 
helped make this occasion so 
special. 

If you need a booster shot of 
patriotism, if you want to 
honor those who've given their 
lives for all of us, if you want to 
celebrate the greatness of our 
nation… come out on Memo-
rial Day next year.  You'll be 
glad you did. 

(L-R) Harry Keneman, Congresswoman Berkley, Torres 
Ramey, Commissioner Boggs McDonald, Assemblywoman 

Weber, Councilman Wolfson 

Commander Jack Ford escorts ceremonial 
wreath to the lake 

Centennial High School 
JNROTC Color Guard 

(L-R) Councilman Wolfson, 
Assemblywoman Weber, Commissioner 

Boggs McDonald 

Bugler Barry Keller plays 
"Taps" 

Congresswoman Berkley 

Ceremonial wreath 
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The Lakes 
Community Calendar 

The Lakes Committees 
Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 
Jack Heywood 
Donna Toussaint 
Ed Vega 
John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 
Louisa Gray 
Sharon Woods 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 
Chris & Tamara Fletcher 
Jim & Charla Palmer 
Michele & Chuck Robins 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 
Harry Kallick 

Lake Oversight Committee: 
P. J. Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint, Chair 
John Wilson 

Architectural Review Committee: 
Marcy Kallick, Chair 
Berton Severson 
Stephen Sorrentino 
Laura Tousseau 
Larry Turner 

July 27, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

August 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

September 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Annual Membership meeting 

Canyon Gate Country Club 

September 28, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

October 26, 5:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 
(Behind Outback) 

December 9, 12 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
Sixth Annual Lakes Festival of Lights 

North Park, intersection of Lake East Dr. and Lake Sahara Dr. 

Don't Be an Obstacle to Progress 
One of the great pleasures of 
living at The Lakes is walking 
through our community.  But 
all too often we get stopped, 
because someone has blocked 
the sidewalk.  It makes it hard 
for people to walk with their 
kids and dogs; strollers have to 
go out in the street; and access 
is diminished for the disabled. 

Please keep the sidewalk in 
front of your home clear so 
your neighbors can walk freely:   

• On trash day, place your 
trash cans in the street 

near the gutter, but be 
careful not to block the 
gutter. 

• If you park a car in your 
driveway, please make 
sure it doesn't protrude 
into the sidewalk area. 

• Don't leave any personal 
items on the sidewalk. 

Your neighbors will thank 
you, and our community will 
be a better place in which to 
live.  Don't be an obstacle; be 
a good neighbor. 

Effective June 1, our Associa-
tion has a new roving patrol 
service company.  Nationally 
recognized Securitas Security 
Services is now an important 
part of our community.   

Their personnel patrol the 
entire Lakes Association com-
munity from 6:00 p.m. until 
4:00 a.m.  This includes all 
streets and Association prop-
erty inside our gates as well as 
the South Park and the Lake 
Town Center Plaza. 

We believe that Securitas will 
improve the quality of our 
patrol service and at the same 
time save Association money. 

We want to establish a close 
relationship with Securitas 
personnel.  When you see our 
roving patrol car, don’t be 
afraid to stop and say hello and 

introduce yourself.  The better 
they know us, the better they 
can do their job. 

Please report anything unusual 
to the patrol person or call 
Securitas at 308-2831.  Identify 
yourself and explain your con-
cern. 

Remember that Securitas is 
there only as a deterrent to 
crime, vandalism and trespass-
ing.  They're not a police force.  
If you observe anything that 
you feel presents a danger to 
people or property in our 
community, you should report 
it immediately to the Las Vegas 
Metropolitan Police Department 
by dialing 9-1-1. 

 

 

New Lakes Roving Patrol Service 
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As we told you in the last 
Lakes Newsletter, the Associa-
tion recently introduced 200 
endangered fish into Lake Sa-
hara.  We did this to help State 
and Federal government agen-
cies protect the razorback 

sucker fish 
from extinc-
tion.  And we 
also did it to 
help keep our 
lake healthy. 

The razor-
backs are 

about 12-14 inches long and 
are olive and copper in color.  
They're a little strange looking 
with a prominent hump be-
tween their head and dorsal 
fin.   

Please don't do anything that 
might injure or endanger these 
little critters.  If you see one, 
please leave it alone.   

If you happen to catch one 
while fishing, please put it back 
in the water as soon as you 
can.  Those poor old razor-

backs have enough trouble 
surviving in the wild, we want 
Lake Sahara to be a peaceful 
refuge to help reestablish this 
species. 

So please… don't bother these 
little guys, and whatever you 
do... Don't take them home 
for dinner.   

Take a bass, bluegill or catfish 
instead… we've got plenty!  
And Mother Nature will make 
more. 

Help Protect our Razorbacks 

Lakes Holds Fishing Tournament 
The Lakes Association joined  
with Bass ProShops to host a 

fishing tournament for 
Lakes Association resi-
dents and their guests 
on June 17.  The goals 
of the event were to: 
promote fishing on our 
lake, have some fun, 
and raise money for 
the Lakes Festival of 
Lights.  And all those 
goals were met. 

We had an excellent 
turnout.  There were 
17 entrants.  Officially, 
fifteen fish were 

caught, but many more were 
caught by Bass ProShops pros 

that went unrecorded, not 
to mention all those that 
got away!  And some of 
them were huge!  The 
largest fish was almost two 
feet long and weighed just 
under four pounds.  City 
Councilman, Steve Wolf-
son came out to join us.  
Thanks Councilman, for 
always being there for us.   

All the fish were released 
back into the lake without 
harm.  We did make a few 

of them pretty mad though!  ☺ 

Bass ProShops was a major 
sponsor.  They provided: fish-

ing gear, prizes and lots of 
expertise.  Captains Cove Res-
taurant made lunch for all the 
participants at no cost.  We 
thank them for their generos-
ity, hospitality and of course 
for their delicious food.  Many 
local businesses also donated 
prizes for the raffle.  We offer 
our sincere thanks to them all. 

Bass ProShop's Vern Price, 
Vice President of U.S. Angler's 
Choice, is a professional bass 
angler.  Here's what he had to 
say about our lake: "Lake Sa-
hara is one of the very finest 
fisheries in Southern Nevada.  
The lake is very clean and 
healthy, and so are the fish.  
We caught some beautiful fish.  
The people who live in The 
Lakes are very lucky to have 
such a tremendous fishery 
right in their back yard."  
Vern… come back soon, we'd 
love to have you with us again! 

The tournament was a huge 
success due to the efforts of 
Lakes residents Willem & 
Jenny Venter.  They had the 
idea, planned the event, got all 
the sponsors and made it all 
happen.  We thank them for 
their leadership and hard 
work.  They raised $630 for 
the Lakes Festival of Lights.  
Everyone had a great time. 

According to Willem & Jenny, 
this is just the start of some 
great things to come.  They're 
planning a tournament to 
benefit the kids at Child Haven.  
They plan to invite fifty kids 
from Child Haven to the fish-
ing tournament.  They want to 
let the kids have fun together 
and also raise money for this 
very worthy cause.  If you'd 
like to help, please contact 
Willem & Jenny Venter at: 

858-7398 
wjventer05@cox.net. 

First Place Winners: 

Most fish, Dave Hodge (3) 
Largest bass, George Brown 

(3.35 lbs. 19.25 inches) 
Longest fish, Scott Johnson 

(3.92 lbs. 22.25 inch catfish) 
 

Sponsors: 

Bass ProShops 
Captains Cove restaurant 
Arbonne International 
The King & I 
Lakes Lounge 
Lakeshore Day Spa 
LasVegasJobs.com 
Milanos Pizza 
Outback Steakhouse 
Ultimate Indulgence Big Bass, Little Angler (Will Hodge) 

Willem & Jenny Venter 

Razorback Sucker Fish 

Nice one! 
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Beach View Estates Throws Block Party Bash 
On May 28, the residents of 
Beach View Estates decided to 
take it to the streets.  Over forty 
of us got together for a huge 
pot luck block party in the 
street at the end of Beach 
View Court.  That's an amazing 
turnout considering we only 
have 34 homes in our gate. 

People brought tables and 
chairs, a gas heater, a portable 
bar and a big barbeque. 

We really had a great time… 
thanks in no small part to the 
famous (infamous?) homemade 
sangria, complements of Jack 
Heywood and Ed Vega.   

There was also some great 
grillin' goin' on thanks to John 
Wilson, our maestro at the 
barbeque.  Fortunately no 
emergency personnel had to 
come to the rescue.  ☺ 

Music was playing, kids were 
running around having a great 
time, dogs were looking for 
handouts, and neighbors were 
swapping stories.  And of 
course we had some great 

food thanks to everyone who 
brought their favorite dishes.   

Good food and good friends.  
What could be better?  It gave 
us all a chance to meet one 
another.  In today's modern 
world, it's unusual to really 
know your neighbors.  This 
party gave Beach View Estates 
residents a chance to actually 
be neighbors.  We offer our 
sincere thanks to everyone 
who participated.  Let's do it 
again real soon! 

We'd also like to encourage 
our friends in the other gates 
to do the same.  It's really not 
hard to arrange.  Just get a few 
neighbors together, pick a 
date, make up a flyer and pass 
it around to all your neighbors.  
Give it a try.  You'll be sur-
prised by the response.  Peo-
ple do want to know their 
neighbors and they want to be 
part of a community. 

Greg & Donna Toussaint 
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Lake Oversight Committee Report: 
With summer here, most of 
the ducks have migrated north.  
But warmer water brings the 
fish and turtles to life after 
their winter dormancy.  Time 
to start fishing! 

Our efforts to control the 
midge flies this past year are 
paying off.  They seem to be 
well under control.  Midge flies 
will never be gone entirely; 
they do spring up once in a 
while, but we just don't seem 
to have those awful swarms 
like we used to.  Let's all keep 
our fingers crossed that our 
good luck continues. 

In April and May we had a huge 

spawn of baby fish (fry) and 
they're growing bigger every 
week.  We don't think we've 
ever had this many fry before.  
That's a good sign for the 
health of our lake.  It means 
that the fish are not only 
spawning but the fry are able 
to survive and grow.   

The right amount of algae is 
good for the lake, but too 
much is not.  We're pleased 
that so far we haven't seen as 
much algae on the lake as we 
have in past years.  This may 
mean that our neighbors are 
being more careful not to let 
fertilizer from their yards run 
off into the lake or it might just 

be the weather.  It may also be 
that our 200 endangered ra-
zorbacks are eating the algae.  
We don't care… whatever it 
is, it's working! 

As always we welcome your 
comments and questions.  Just 
send them to our community 
association manager, Moana 
Vineyard.  We'll be glad to 
respond. 

PJ Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
John Wilson 

Let's Play Nice with our Fish 
The fish are there for our resi-
dent's enjoyment.  In fact, Lake 
Sahara might just be the best 
fishing hole in the Valley.  We 
encourage our residents to try 
their hand at fishing.  Our 
largemouth bass, bluegill and 

channel catfish are a chal-
lenge for any fisherman.  
But there are a few rules 

to be aware of: 

• Only Lakes 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
residents and 

their accompa-

• Don't take grass carp or 
endangered razorback 
sucker fish from the lake.  
We need them! 

If we all follow these simple 
rules, Lake Sahara will continue 
to be a great source of recrea-
tion for our community. 

 

nied guests are allowed. 

• Don't use live bait of any 
kind… ever. 

• Don't clean fish at docks, 
lakeside or from a boat. 

• Don't use gigs, spears, 
firearms, explosive de-
vices, air rifles, nets, drop 
lines, traps, or bows and 
arrows. 

• To protect the fish and 
waterfowl, never leave 
fishing lines unattended. 

Inflatables are Not Debatable 
Many homeowners ask if they 
can use an inflatable boat on 
Lake Sahara.  The simple an-

swer to this ques-
tion is no… and for 
very good reasons.  
Each of us is a mem-
ber of The Lakes 
Association.  Our 
monthly assess-
ments pay the costs 
to run the associa-
tion — including the 
cost of insurance 

and legal expenses.   

Because of this, the Associa-
tion has always maintained 
strict rules about what kinds of 
boats are permitted on the 
lake.  It's vital to all of our 
interests that they be safe and 
reliable.  Inflatable boats, rafts 
and other personal floatation 
devices are strictly prohibited 
from our lake.  These restric-
tions protect public safety and 
they also protect our home-

owner association (which is all 
of us) from financial risk.   

Please help keep our commu-
nity safe by using only ap-
proved boats in Lake Sahara.   

If you're planning to purchase a 
new boat, please submit an 
ARC application to our Man-
ager.  The ARC must approve 
all new boats before they may 
enter the lake.  This is for eve-
ryone's protection.   
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Boat Sales & Services 
Duffy Electric Boats 
 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 
 
Local:  Las Vegas Electric Boats 
Scott Dockswell 
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net 
991-9150 

ElectraCraft 
 
2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
 
Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

Residents often ask where they 
can buy a boat or how they 
can get their boat serviced.  
We have two companies that 
are authorized by The Lakes 
Association to sell and service 
boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  
Both companies have local 
representatives that offer ex-
cellent boats.  If you'd like to 
contact either of these compa-
nies for information about 
their products and services, 
their contact information is 
listed here. 

Important note.  The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility 
for the quality of any product or 
service offered by these compa-
nies. 

Personal Advertisements 
Boat for Sale: 
 
2005 16' Electracraft 160CS Catamaran 
Many amenities:  Teal surrey top; beautiful condition 
Price:  $23,500 
Call:  364-8996 

Join the Kayak Klub 
At 7:00 a.m. Monday through 
Friday, the Kayak Klub assem-
bles for fun, fellowship and 
fitness.  If you've got a kayak 
but never seem to have an 
excuse to use it… here's your 
excuse.  Come on out on 
weekday mornings and join the 
Kayak Klub. 

Fun:  You'll enjoy the birds 
chirping, the fish jumping, and 
the turtles popping up to say 
hello.  Experiencing Mother 
Nature up close and personal is 
a peaceful way to start your 
day. 

Fellowship:  Kayaking is a 
great way to meet your 
neighbors!  As we paddle 
along, we spend more time 
talking to each other than we 
do worrying about kayaking. 

Fitness:  Kayaking is a great 
way to work out your upper 
body, back and stomach.  It 
doesn't take much strength or 
athleticism to be a kayaker.  
You can work at your own 
pace or challenge for the lead.  
It's up to you. 

Once you get the hang of it, 

you'll be surprised how easy it 
really is.  If you don't have a 
kayak… get one.  

We meet at 7:00 a.m. at 
the north end of the 
lake.  You can't miss 
us.  We're the ones 
in those little boats!   

Please join us. 

The Kayak Klub 



mvineyard@benchmarkproperties.net 
www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344, ext 101 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 
Board of Directors 
Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
every month, except No-
vember and December. 

Time:  All meetings begin at 
5:00 p.m. 

Location:  
West Sahara Branch 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 
(Behind Outback) 

 
Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association.  
At the start of each meeting 
members will have an opportu-
nity to provide their comments 
and input to the board.  We 
encourage you to attend. 

Board of Directors 
 

Greg Toussaint, President 
Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer 
Harry Kallick, Director 
Pat Murphy, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Moana Vineyard 
 795-3344,  ext 101 
 933-4876 (fax) 

mvineyard@benchmarkproperties.net 
 
Roving Patrol: 

(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Securitas Security Services 
 308-2831 

Notice.   
This notice is provided to all 
member-owners in accordance 
with Nevada State law.  Copies 
of the Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas are 
available upon 
request from our 
management at 
additional cost. 
In addition, the 
minutes of each 

meeting may be downloaded 
from our website at no cost. 


