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From the Editor:

In our community, 2005 was a
year filled both with change

and with reflection.

It brought us a new manage-
ment company. Benchmark is
making important improve-
ments in the treatment of our
members and is improving our

operations.

We also welcomed new mem-
bers to our board of directors.
And with them come new
ideas to benefit our commu-
nity.

The Lakes Festival of Lights was
an officially sanctioned Centen-
nial Event. It was truly an
honor to have our community
involved in the Las Vegas Cen-
tennial. By coincidence, the
100" anniversary of the Las
Vegas was also the 20" anni-

versary of The Lakes.

We had a fantastic display of
aerial photos that showed how
The Lakes evolved and helped
expand the entire city to the

West.

There's a lot to read... so get
busy!

Ly

Greg Toussaint, Editor

Holidays Over

It's a new year and the Holi-
days are over. So please make
sure that all your decorations
have been taken down and put
away in safe keeping for next

year.

Festival Volunteers Decorating the North Park for the Holidays
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Do | Need to Apply to ARC?

Our Architectural Review Com-
mittee consists of five of your
neighbors who volunteer their
time to help maintain the beau-
tiful appearance of our com-
munity. They meet on the
third Friday of each mont

or you can download one from
our website. Just fill it out,
include scaled drawings, color
and material samples, and send
it in to Benchmark. Photos of
the affected area can also be
helpful in explaining to
ARC what you're plan-

h
to review ARC applica-
tions submitted by resi- d ning to do. After they're
dents. received, your plans
will be reviewed at
For your own the next scheduled
protection, before T v ARC meeting.

making changes to
the exterior
your home or to

You'll receive one

your landscaping,

you should always submit
an ARC application. Other-
wise, if your changes are not in
keeping with community stan-
dards, you could be required
to redo the project after
you've applied to ARC and
received an approval. This can
be expensive and time con-
suming both for you and the

Association.
You can get an ARC Applica-

tion form by contacting our
Benchmark property manager

of the following
responses  from
ARC:
e Approved
e Approved with condi-
tions
e Denied

Once you receive an ARC
approval, you may start your

project.

All rulings of the ARC may be
appealed to the Lakes Associa-
tion board of directors.
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Questions &
Comments?

Do you have a question about
your community or home-
owner association?  Would
you like to contribute an arti-
cle to the next Lakes Newslet-

ter?
If so, please drop us a line.
We'll be glad to answer your

questions. And we'll do our
best to make room for your

article.

www.LakesAssociation.com




Page 2

The Lakes Newsletter

What's The Latest at The Lakes?

The Lakes Association Holds Annual Meeting

The Lakes Association held its
annual membership meeting on
October 26, 2005 at the Can-
yon Gate Country Club. The
meeting was very well at-
tended and there was a lively

and positive discussion.

Election: The following mem-
_bers were elected to your
board of directors: Scott
Dockswell and Willem
Venter. Please congratu-

~late them on their election.

Security Guard Vote: Resi-
dents living in the Lakeview
and Landing communi-
ties voted on a pro-
posal to hire a security
guard for the gate
which  they share.
The ballots came in about 5 to
1 against the proposal. The
people have spoken.  The
Board does not intend to con-
sider this matter again, unless
we receive a petition signed by

at least 20% of the owners in
Lakeview and The Landing.

Decorative Fountains: A
Lakes resident asked the Board
to consider putting decorative
fountains in our lake to help
beautify our community. The
Board asked the Lake Oversight
Committee to research the idea
to determine how it could be
done. The LOC got vendor
proposals to determine how
much it would cost to install

and to maintain the fountains.

After reviewing the results, the
Board asked the LOC to pre-
sent it's findings to the mem-
bership at the Annual Meeting.
There was much discussion
both pro and con, but when
the members were asked for a
show of hands “for" or
"against" the proposal, they
voted about 3 to 2 against.
And the majority rules... that's

what democracy is all about.

We hope you enjoyed the
Annual Meeting. We had a
lively discussion but it was all
positive and informative. We
thank you for your participa-
tion. And we hope to see you

again next Fall.

We all owe a debt of gratitude
to Ron Coury. Ron served on
our board of directors for
over twelve years. Thanks,
Ron for your service to our
community.  We wish you

well.

Happy New Year to all!

Greg Toussaint
Burton Steinberg
Scott Dockswell
Willem Venter

Board FillsVVacancy

We were sadden by the depar-
ture of the Gatski family from
our com-
munity.
They sold
their home
in Lakes
Estates and

Marcy & Harry Kallick

ted his resignation from the
board of directors in Decem-
ber. Frank made a valuable
contribution to our community
and his presence will be

missed.

In accordance with our gov-
erning documents, the four
remaining board members
voted to have Harry Kallick fill
the remainder of Frank's term

on the board.

Harry and his wife Marcy have
owned their property in North
Shore Estates for five years.
Harry is active in the Lakes
Festival of Lights and he knows
our community well. We're
certain he'll make an excellent

addition to the board.

Welcome Harry!

Greg Toussaint
Burton Steinberg
Scott Dockswell
Willem Venter
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Stop The RightTurn!

As many of you are already
aware, the FAA wants to route
about one third of the planes
departing from McCarran Inter-
national Airport right over The
Lakes.  That would mean
somewhere between 125 and
150 flights a day would be
roaring right over our heads
and that number will only grow

as time goes on.

We believe this would be det-
rimental to the peaceful life-
style that we all enjoy. We
also feel it would have a nega-
tive impact on all our property
values. For this reason your
board of directors is support-
ing efforts to oppose the FAA
and we urge all our homeown-

ers to join the fight.

The FAA is very powerful and
it's pretty immune to local
control.  Local government
agencies have absolutely no
legal authority over air traffic
control. Our only hope is to
generate enough political pres-

sure to get their attention.

City of Las Vegas Advisory
Panel: The City of Las Vegas
is also opposing plans for the
Right Turn. They have ap-
pointed an Aviation Advisory
Panel to help them with their
efforts. We're proud to re-
port that three Lakes residents
are on this panel: Jack Ford,
Jim Palmer and Greg Toussaint.
They've already given the City
a list of safety concerns that
the FAA should address. They
also want the FAA to

"seriously” consider the option
of having the planes fly west
over the mountains before
they start their turns. Then
they would be at higher (and

quieter) altitudes.

What you can do to help:
Please visit the website listed
below. There you can get
more information on this issue.
You can also register your
concerns and questions with
the FAA right on the website.
All you have to do is fill out
the online form. The FAA will
not accept your input unless it
contains your name and ad-

dress.

There is a flyer that you can
download. Print it out and
pass it along to all your

neighbors.

And finally, we desperately
need more support from our
representatives in Washington.
Please contact Congressman
Porter and Senators Reid and
Ensign and let them know that
you want their help with the
FAA. They need to stand up
for us... that's what we elected

them to do.

The FAA may have the upper
hand but with your help, as
Mayor Goodman has said,

"This fight is far from over."

We urge all our residents to
get involved and help preserve
the quality and value of our

community.

theRIGHTturn.com
~ N
ARNR

Protect your investment,

The Lakes
Community Calendar

January 26, 9:30 a.m.

Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)

February 23, 9:30 a.m.
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)

March 23, 9:30 a.m.

Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)

April 27, 9:30 a.m.
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)

May 25, 9:30 a.m.
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)

June 22, 9:30 a.m.
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)
July 27, 9:30 a.m.

Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch

(Behind Outback)

August 24, 9:30 a.m.
Lakes Association Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, West Sahara Branch
(Behind Outback)

The Lakes Committees
Lake Oversight Committee:

Beach View Estates Landscape:

P.J. Conte P.J. Conte

Jack Heywood Jim Palmer

Donna Toussaint Greg Toussaint, Chair

Ed Vega John Wilson

John Wilson Architectural Review Committee:
Lakeview Landscape: Marcy Kallick, Chair

Louisa Gray Berton Severson

Sharon Woods

Lakes Estates Landscape:
Chris & Tamara Fletcher
Jim & Charla Palmer
Michele & Chuck Robins

Stephen Sorrentino
Laura Tousseau
Larry Turner
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Stephen Sorrentino & Guest

Lakes Festival of Lights A Roaring Success!

All 1 can say is, "Wow!" The
2005 Lakes Festival of Lights was
truly awesome. We had a
perfect event on a perfect day
here at The Lakes. It couldn't
have turned out any better.
And it wouldn't be possible
without the efforts of many,

many people.

Each year our Festival seems to
bring out the best in everyone
who attends. We all have a
great time putting on the
event. It's truly a labor of love
for all the volunteers. As |
walked around during the Fes-
tival, | was struck by how many
smiling faces | saw. Everyone
was having a great time. That's
what our Festival is all about...

putting smiles on faces.

Fun: Those of you who
missed the Festival really
missed a lot of fun. We had
face painters and balloon twist-
ers. We had a roving magician.
Santa Claus even came to the
Festival and all the kids got to
sit on his lap. There were 28
talented crafters selling Holiday
gifts in our Craft Show plus
many exhibits. We had a fire
engine, an ambulance and a Fire
Safety House that the Kkids
loved. Then there was the
Metro Mounted Horse Patrol
Unit; another favorite for kids

(of all ages).
Entertainment: But wait
there's more. Much more!

We had an outstanding enter-
tainment program. It featured

Terrific Food

bands and choirs from several
locals schools including our
own M.J. Christensen ES right
here in The Lakes. We even
had a dance troupe and a

church choir.

CH-3 Meteorologist John
Fredericks appeared on stage,
as did singer and comedian
Stephen Sorrentino, a Lakes
resident and all around great
guy. We also had other local
entertainers including: Celena,

Louis Velez and Genevieve.

And who can forget Bill Fayne
and his wonderful Four Tenors
of Las Vegas? Bill is also a

Lakes resident.

Everyone was really terrific.

And food? It was truly out-
standing. Once again our per-
ennial sponsor Outback Steak-
house served complete meals
to our guests, and every penny
was donated to our Festival.
To Tony Grappo and the en-
tire crew a Outback, we can't

thank you enough.

Another sponsor, Marie Callen-
der's Restaurant & Bakery
served up their famous pies
along with soup and chili. And
Starbucks was there too. As a
new sponsor, they provided
lots of delicious hot drinks, and
best of all they were all free.
Quest for the Best Kettle Korn
was selling lemonade and kettle
corn. And then there was Mad
Science with their cotton candy

and science projects.

No one left the Festival hun-
ary.

Charities: Each year we invite
charitable organizations to
participate in our Festival. As
always we collected toys for
the Marine Toys for Tots pro-
gram. We don't have an exact
count but we know the Ma-
rines got a huge pile of toys.
Make-A-Wish  Foundation of
Southern Nevada and the
Heaven Can Wait Sanctuary for
pets also participated. We're
proud to say that three of the
four dogs at the Festival got

adopted that day.

The Festival generated a small
profit and we were able to
donate money to each of these
charities and to families that
survived Hurricane Katrina but
now live in Las Vegas. It's nice
to know that our event also

does some good for others.

Car Show: Our car show
had over 75 unbelievably beau-
tiful cars. It was truly the best
car show ever featuring all
kinds of cars from antiques to
brand new cars, from sports
cars to luxury models. This
has become a major part of
our annual event and we thank
all the car clubs who partici-

pated.
Centennial Event: The Las

Vegas Centennial Committee
recognized our Festival as an

Beautiful Cars
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officially sanctioned Centennial
Event. We displayed some
wonderful aerial photos of The
Lakes that showed how our
area has grown from 1977 all
the way up to the present.
The Lakes was truly the
"gateway to the west" for Las
Vegas. Our community led
the way for other planned
communities like: Peccole
Ranch, Queensridge, Summerlin
and Red Rock Country Club.
We were very proud to be a
part of the Las Vegas Centennial

Celebration.

Decorations: Our residents
outdid themselves again this
year. The yard and house
decorations were outstanding
and so were the beautifully lit

boats.

Our intrepid judges braved the
cold weather on Monday night
December 5" to make their
picks. Their were so many
beautiful decorations that it
was hard to choose. Please
congratulate all our winners

listed on page 6.

The Lakes was truly a watery
winter wonderland for the Festi-
val and throughout the Holi-
days, thanks to all your hard

work and creativity.

Electric Light Boat Parade:
The event would not be com-
plete without our grand finale,
the Electric Light Boat Parade.
This year's Grand Marshal,
Congresswoman Shelley Berk-
ley led over 35 beautifully lit
and fabulously decorated boats
in the parade. It was such a
sight to see. This year, for the
first time, we were able to
have "bleachers" so viewers
would have a place to sit and
see the parade. The loud
cheers from the crowd as the
boats sailed by made all the
hard work decorating the

boats worthwhile.
FREE: Unless you purchased

food or bought something at
the craft show, everything at
the Festival was FREE. Admis-
sion, face painters, balloon
twisters, magicians, Santa
Claus, entertainment, exhibits,
the car show, fire engines,
horses and just good ol' fun...
it was all free. And thanks to
our good friends at Citibank,

parking was free too.

So many people told us how
wonderful it was to have a
Holiday event that they could
bring their kids to that didn't
cost $50 or $100. We put

smiles on faces!

Many heart-warming stories
came out of this Festival. One
woman, whose son is suffering
from cancer, was so happy that
our Festival was free because
she couldn't afford the high
cost of the other Holiday
events around town. At the
Festival, Santa asked her son
what he wanted for Christmas
and he replied, "I'd like a bone
marrow transplant, Santa.”
There were a lot of tears, and
we know Santa's doing his

best.

Then there was the im-
promptu wedding that was
held during the Festival. Two
Hurricane Katrina survivors
who now live in Las Vegas
were married with our beauti-
ful boat parade as the back-

drop.

You just never know what the
Lakes Festival of Lights will

bring.

Thanks:  This was possible
only because of the generosity
of our sponsors and the tre-
mendous support of our volun-

teers.

It's absolutely amazing to me
that a grassroots event like
ours was able to attract 17
sponsors. They provided the
money that allowed this event

to be free. Their names are
listed on page 7. We can't
thank them enough for their
tremendous financial support.
| urge each of you to show
your appreciation by patroniz-

ing these fine businesses.

But it takes more than
money... it takes people-
power and we had 81 volun-
teers (page 7) who generously
donated their time to plan,
organize and operate the Festi-
val. This was truly a
"community" effort. Not only
did we do a good job, we also
had a great time working to-

gether.

And finally... but most impor-
tantly, we have our wonderful
Team Captains... this year we
had 18 of them, an all-time
high. What a team! Together
the Team Captains formed the
executive committee that ran
the Festival. They each do-
nated countless hours to help
make it all happen. | offer my
personal thanks to each one of

you for all that you did.

Everyone who contributed to
the success of this year's Festi-
val should be very proud of
their accomplishment. It was a
wonderful event and a true
team effort. It brought our
community together. We got
to meet our neighbors and
make friends. We did a good

thing.
We put smiles on faces! That's
what we do.

Greg Toussaint
256-9998
256-9440 (fax)
greg@global-markets.com

P.S. If this sounds like some-
thing you'd like to be involved
in, please let me know. Be-
cause, with your help, 2006

will be our best Festival ever.

http://festival.lakesassociation.com/

Our 2005

Team Captains:

Boat parade:
Marc Vance

Boat wash fundraiser:

Mike Brown
Booths & exhibits:

Val Weber
Car show:

Ed Metcalfe
Centennial exhibit:

Pamela Schweit
Charities:

Deborah Manning
Craft show:

Toni Frustaci
Entertainment program:

Donna Toussaint
Food concessions:

Kelly Benavidez
Fundraising:

Harry Kallick
Grounds & electrical:

PJ Conte
Judging & awards:

Donna Toussaint

Park decorations:
Ed Vega

& Marcy Kallick
Publicity:

Stephen Sorrentino
Sound. stage & lighting:

Harry Kallick
Ticketing:

Russ & Louisa Gray
Traffic control & parking:

John Wilson

Yard sale:

Laura Tousseau
Chairman:

Greg Toussaint
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Congratulations To Our Award Winners!

Yard Decoration Trophies:

Class A Trophies:
The Baileys ........................................................ Sweepstakes Award

Sorrentino & Hernandez - ----Sweepstakes Award
The Kallicks «-++eevveeveeees ----Sweepstakes Award
The O'LeAryS «+++rrerererrrrrrn Sweepstakes Award
THe TOUSSEAUS ««+++xvrreerrreesreiiieii Sweepstakes Award
The TUFNEIS ++ooereereveriii Sweepstakes Award

Brown & Ramirez--- --- Most Creative Design
The Costellog: - -vvererrrriiis Most Cheerful Theme
The COURYS ««weerrrrrrrrrerii Best North Pole Design
The Gialketsises:--+--- ----Best Overall Holiday Theme

GUETTEIO & LULES «revvvvrrreererieiii Cutest Design
The O'ConNells - -wvveerereeeiiiiii Most Brilliant Design
The Richardsons -+« veeevreevmen, Best Use of White Lights
The SChWEItS: -+« vvvererrrii Most Seasonal Design
The Somers -+ ---Most Cheerful Design
The WIISONS «++vvveeeneveieiiiii Best Holiday Theme
TRHE YUS - vveeereieiei Most Exciting Design
2817 Coast Line Court- - -«-sreemreenenee Most Sensational Holiday Design
Class B Trophies:
The Bellg: etereernaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn Charming Design
Coletti & FOordham -+« vveeevein Tropical Holiday Design
CONEE & WIISON +vvrrmrrermnemnteniin i Cartoon Theme
The DOCKSWEIIS:++xvvevsreveeiiiiii Comical Theme
The DONNIQErS ««-reeerrreerreiniis Adorable Holiday Design
The DUBIINS -« +eeveeeereeiiiiii Cute Holiday Design
The ENKOWILZES -+ ++vevevverrveenisnii Winter Theme
The Gillg rerereeeeraaiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiis s, Train Theme
Heywood & Vega:- - -« rrrrrrrerien Enchanting Design

The Jacobsons««--+--- ---Holiday Airplane Theme

Connie McFarand ««« -+« vveeererni Best Use of Bows
The MCGIONES -« vvererrertenneni s Seasonal Design
THE MOOKES: -+ +revrrenrrrirri i Holiday Spirit
Price & VanCe -« «-errerrerertieatereattiitiiitsiiatiaineiannesseesannaas Piayful Design
The Ralenkotters --- -+ Holiday Wonderland Theme
The Taylors - veeevreerrei Elegant Design
Solomon & Severson:-:- ----Candy Cane Theme
THe SNYders: -« e vveerrei Cheerful Design
The Starks----- ---- Charming Design
THE SEraitS -« vveeereeereii Happy Design
The Wards s+ seeereeriiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, |||uminating Theme
Franz Weinhandl: - Cheerful Design
The WOIfg:seteeiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiin, Cheery Design
Class C Trophies:
The Aretos The Baileys The Comptons
Davis & Dae The Daniels The Edwards
The Fidlers The Gehres The Hanks
The Hodges The Myers The Steinbergs
The Stouts The Strangs The Venters
Ginny Vilensons
Certificates of Appreciation:

The Agrebis The Bennets The Bilbrays
The Demellos The Eslicks The Fords
The Garzas The Giandomenicos The Giraults
The Haases The Lafetras The Morgans
The Newberrys The Pappases The Rogers
The Rosens The Ruthers The Saleebs
St. Clair & Weise The Slitzes The Trofinos
The Zupniks The Volkers 3065 Yankee Clipper Dr.

(Judged on December 5, 2005)

Boat Decoration Trophies:

Class A Trophies:

The Bellg ««cccceeeeraaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinesiiaiaan Most llluminated Design
Brown & RamiIrez -« -+veeeeermveiinniiiie, Most Original Design
Conte & Wilson::-- ----Best Boat in the Galaxy
The DONNIgers: - -+xxveerreeeiiiii Most Imaginative Design
Geinzer & Bauhaus ««««++xeveeerveni Most Creative Design
The Kallicks «+«xxxeeeeeeeseniii Happiest Design
The O'Connells ---++--- ---- Most Stupendous Design
SOIOMON & SEVEISON -+ +xrvvverrrrreenisiseiiiiiieieieeees Most Exquisite Design
Sorrentino & Hernandez ««-+««+veevveeiveenninni. Most Elegant Design
THe TUINEES: -+ oeeeerevreeerii Best Winter Theme
The WIISONS -+ +vevveemreeiiiiiiiiie Most Animated Design
THe YUS -« +occcrereteassiiaiaiiaisiieatosaitnanstaanssssasenssanncsas Prettiest Design
2817 Coast Line Court -« - e Frostiest Design
Class B Trophies:
The Baileys «---eeevereveeeiiniii Holiday Party Theme

The COMPLONS ««xvvevreenrrerireii Dazzling Design

The Courys:«-«---++- ---Snowman Theme
The GialKetSiSeS - +xxxrreerrrrrrrriiiii s Festive Design
PriCe & VaNCE -+« rrevrrresrrisirieii Joyous Theme

The RIChardSons - +«««+reevvreevreiiii Patriotic Design
The Steinbergs::----- ---- Festival Holiday Design
ThE TOUSSBAUS: «««++xrxrrressrressrersretsiiisi e Cheery Design
The Wards -« ««ccccasetaaaiiiaaiiiaiiiaaiasiiniiinianiiassnsiannss Spark“ng Design
Class C Trophies:
The Jacobsons
The Stouts

The Gehres
The Pecks

The McGlones

(Judged on December 5, 2005)

Special Decoration Trophies:

PJ Conte, John Wilson, Ed Vega & Jack Heywood
---------------------------------- Best Decorated Gate - Beach View Estates

Craig Von Berkum, Helen Vos, Edna Sears & Lynn Myers
--------------------------------------- Best Commercial Holiday Decorations

.......................................... Lake Sahara Yacht Club Decorations

Car Show Award Winners:

City Councilman Steve Wolfson Trophy

------ 1955 Chevy Nomad::+--+-++-+----------- Paul Ferrando
Best of Show
------ 1950 Sedan Delivery :----:--+:----...... Johnny Rodriguez

------ 2005 Lamborghini Murciélago Roadster--- Greg Giuffria
2nd Place
...... 1970 Charger R/T «+evveeeveeeeniinnannane. Pete Prescott

------ 1975 Mercedes - 450 SL -----+-++---------- Jim & Sue Fiore
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Thank You... Thank You... Thank You... Thank You

Sponsors: Volunteers:
City of Las Vegas, Neighborhood Services Department Carol Barnett Alexa Ralenkotter
Jaramillo Landscape & Maintenance Co. Ron Barnett
Outback Steakhouse

Benchmark Association Services
Bergman, Walls & Associates
Captains Cove Restaurant
Citibank
Equus Commercial Property Solutions
Investment Counsel Co.

Lakes Lounge
Marie Callender's Restaurant & Bakery
Martin & Peltyn, Inc.

Mini Market at the Lakes
Northern Lights & Fans
Starbucks Coffee
Wild Truffles LLC
Win Win Gaming, Inc.

Private Donations:

Richard Guerrero
Nevada Association Services
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson
Greg & Donna Toussaint
Assemblywoman Valerie Weber

Kelly Benavidez
June Brooks

Austin Ralenkotter
Mary Jo Ralenkotter
Rossi Ralenkotter

Mike Brown Denise Ramirez
Senator Barbara Cegavske Philip Rodgers
Kelly Coffee Stephanie Rogers
PJ Conte Edna Sears
Joe Denniston Wes Sears
P. Denniston Pamela Schweit
Scott Dockswell Phillip Schweit
Suzanne Emerson Berton Severson
David Fordham Gerald Solomon
Toni Frustaci Stephen Sorrentino
Bob Genzer

Bob Giandomenico
Theresa Giandomenico

Burton Steinberg
Estelle Steinberg
Donna Toussaint

Louisa Gray Greg Toussaint
Russ Gray Joshua Toussaint
Richard Guerrero Danielle Toussaint
Betty Hansen

Larry Hansen
Byron Henderson
Joseph Hernandez

Jack Heywood

Katherine Toussaint
Laura Tousseau
Mel Tousseau

Joan Trofino

Bryan Turner
Terra Hodge Debbie Turner
Scott Jaegel Larry Turner
Harry Kallick Marc Vance
Marcy Kallick Ed Vega
Anne Kilponen

Karen Kohon
Deborah Manning

Willem Venter
Bob Virgadamo

Mary Jean Virgadamo
Tim McCoy Craig Von Berkum
Daniel McDeavitt Helen Vos
Connie McFarland

Ed Metcalfe
Dianne Mitchell
Mike Mitchell
Lynn Myers
Wade Myers
Casey Noe
Corey Noe
Gene Osko

Assemblywoman Valerie Weber
Franz Weinhand|
John Wilson
Bill Wolf
Roni Wolf

Entertainers:

Stephen Sorrentino
Genevieve, Celena & Louis Velez
Bill Fayne and the Las Vegas Tenors
CH-3 Meteorologist, John Fredericks
M.J. Christensen ES Honor Choir
Hyde Park MS Choir
Lawrence JHS: Choir, Jazz Band and Orchestra
ICLV Church Choir
Mikel's Dance Troupe
US Marine Corps Color Guard

Dignitaries:

Congresswoman Shelley Berkley
Clark County Commissioner Lynette Boggs McDonald
Nevada State Senator Barbara Cegavske
CH-3 Meteorologist John Fredericks
Nevada State Assemblywoman Valerie Weber
Las Vegas City Councilman Steve Wolfson
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SoYou're Having A Party?

When our residents have par-
ties, they often find our
gated entrances to be a big
pain.  They may keep
unwanted people out of
our community but when
you're trying to throw a
party and the phone
keeps ringing, those gates
can be a real hassle. But it
doesn't have to be that

way.

All you have to do is contact
our property manager at
Benchmark and ask for a "party
code". They'll assign you a
one-day gate code that you can
give out to your guests in ad-
vance. Then they can let
themselves in without calling
you from the gate. After the
party, Benchmark will auto-

matically delete the code.
Be sure to give them at least

seven (7) days noticed so
they'll have time to program

the gates for your party.
That's all there is to it. So
party hearty!

Just Keep Walking

The Lakes has some of the
most scenic  walking
trails in the Valley.
It's just a great

place to walk.

¥ But there's one
problem; how do
& you get in and out

of your gated entrance
without having to carry one of
those big “clickers™? You could

wait for a car to come through
and sneak in behind them...
but there's a much easier way.

Just use your pedestrian key.

Don't have one? Contact our
Benchmark property manager
and ask for one. Benchmark
will let you know when you
can stop by their West Sahara

office to pick one up.

It's as simple as that!

P.S. If you live in South Shore
Villas or Laguna Bay Town-
homes, please contact the man-
ager of your sub-association.
They may have their own poli-

cies on pedestrian keys.

Festival Receives Congressional Honor

Congresswoman Shelley Berk-
ley presented Greg & Donna
Toussaint with a Certificate of
Congressional Recognition for the
2005 Lakes Festival of Lights

Centennial Celebration.
What an honor! We accepted
it on behalf of everyone who

volunteered to make this event
possible. It's an achievement

for the entire community.
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Lake Oversight Committee Report

A new year has started and the
LOC is actively planning this year's

activities.

We welcome a new addition to
the LOC. Wes Sears is joining us
to replace Frank Gatski. Here's

what we're working on:

Midge Fly Control: We're con-
tinuing last year's very successful
treatment program. We're plan-
ning to stock the lake with more
fathead minnows. They have
helped keep the midge flies under
control by eating the larvae at the

bottom of the lake.

Bluegill:  Our studies have shown
that our lake would benefit from a
more diverse fish population. So
we may stock the lake with some
"bluegill". These will not only help
with the midge flies, they'll also be
an excellent sport fish to add to
our population of largemouth bass

and channel catfish.

Fish Habitat: Our lake contains
very little natural habitat. Most
natural lakes contain a lot of plants
that help keep the water healthy.
They also provide spawning areas
and help protect small fish from

larger predators.

The LOC is planning to add plants
in some shallow areas of the lake
near common areas. To protect
our lakebed from root damage, we
plan to put these plants in pots.
We want to place them in strategic
locations where they won't inter-

fere with boating.

This would not only be healthful to
our lake, it would also give it a
more natural look... something
that people said they wanted at

our Annual Meeting in October.

You Can Help Too: The more
habitat we have in our lake, the
better it will be. You can sub-
merge rocks or bricks out of sight
under your dock. This will actually
attract more fish to your dock

area.

You can also place water plants
near your dock. Attention: they
must be grown in permanent
pots with no holes in the bot-
tom. You could be held responsi-
ble if your plants cause damage to

the lakebed.

Be warned that our fish just love
lily pads. If you plant them, they'll

be gone in a week! Only hardy
plants like reeds are likely to sur-
vive. The LOC plans to publish a
recommended plant list in the next

newsletter.

Lake Cleaning: Lake Sahara's
appearance is head and shoulders
above any other lake in Southern
Nevada. That's due to the efforts

of our lake maintenance crew.

Each week they're out in the work
boat removing debris from the
lake. You can't believe how many
trashcan loads of junk they pull out
of the lake after every wind storm.
They also, go to various common
areas and clean as much debris as
they can that collects in the smaller

channels.

We have sprinklers at the ends of
some of the channels to help
"knock down" some of the dust
and debris that accumulates on the

surface.

Please remember that our lake is a
natural habitat; it's not like a swim-
ming pool. It contains algae which
is a major food source for our fish
population. Dust, pollen, leaves,
etc. naturally land in our lake and
they too become food for the fish
and birds. Though some may feel
it looks unsightly, it's natural and
normal. It cannot and should not

be prevented.

On calm days, these materials tend
to float on the surface and may
accumulate in some of the side
channels. Though our maintenance
crew periodically attempts to
remove some of it, there's just no
way to "vacuum" the lake surface.

We don't have a "pool skimmer".

Have a little patience. These sur-
face materials will naturally sink as
soon as a breeze comes up. Some
of our neighbors even use their
garden hoses to sprinkle the debris

and that sinks it too.

But you can help keep our lake
clean. Please ask your gardener
not to blow grass clippings and
leaves into the lake. Also, when
you put out your trash on windy
days, make sure that it is well
secured so that trash won't blow

into the lake.
Questions & Comments: |If you

have a question about our lake or
if you'd like to make a suggestion,

please send your comments to our
Benchmark property manager.

We'd love to hear from you.

The Lake Oversight Committee:

PJ Conte

Jim Palmer
Greg Toussaint
John Wilson

Bluegill

Fathead Minnow
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Please Don't Fowl Our Lake!

Some residents think the ducks
in our community are their
pets. They feel compelled to

feed and protect them.

The truth is, they're Federally
protected migratory birds.
They're wild animals that come
to our lake because it contains
a lot of "naturally occurring”
food which is healthy for them
to eat. Human
food is harm-
ful to these

birds.

Ducks' natural
instinct is to wade
in shallow areas and
dig up plant material,
bugs and larvae from the sedi-
ment. That's their natural food
source and their feeding actu-
ally helps keep our lake clean.
When people feed them hu-
man food, they teach the birds
not to follow their natural
instincts. This is unhealthy for
the birds and it prevents them

from cleaning our lake.

When too many people feed
the ducks too much food, it
attracts more and more of
them. We've seen this at vari-
ous locations around the lake
where we see duck "waste" all
over docks, sidewalks, patios
and yards. This is not only
unsightly, it can also be a health

and safety hazard.

Our lake is maintained in a
delicate balance. The ducks
that come to our lake are a
part of this balance. But if too
many ducks are attracted by
people who feed them, they
actually foul the water in the
lake. We see this when we
test the water and get high
fecal count readings... some-
thing we don't want to see in

our lake.

All animals are naturally at-
tracted to the "easiest" food
source. When you see loca-
tions where ducks and fish
congregate in large numbers,
that's only because someone is
feeding them there. Please ask
offenders not to feed the birds.
It's unlawful and it's against
Association rules. It's also a

very un-neighborly thing to do.

Though Avian Bird Flu hasn't
arrived here yet, we're con-
cerned that it might and so is
the Federal Government. The
National Wildlife Health Center
has issued a bulletin warning
people not to handle or come
into contact with wild birds...

for their own safety:

Wildlife Health Bulletin Re-
garding Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza H5N1, Au-

gust 23, 2005: The General
Public should, as a general rule,
observe wildlife, including wild
birds, from a distance. This pro-
tects you from possible exposure
to pathogens and minimizes

disturbance to the animal.

Avoid touching wildlife. If there is
contact with wildlife do not rub
eyes, eat, drink, or smoke before
washing hands with soap and

water as described above.

Do not pick up diseased or dead
wildlife. Contact your state, tribal
or federal natural resource
agency if a sick or dead animal is

found.

If the Federal Government is
concerned about Avian Flu, we

should be too.

Also, remember that in 2005
birds infected with West Nile
Virus were found in our Zip
Code. Let's not do anything
that will attract more birds to
our community than would
naturally come. Please don't
touch birds or come into con-

tact with them in any way.

Let's all be good neighbors.
Help keep our community
clean and beautiful, and pre-
vent health and safety hazards
for everyone... PLEASE don't

feed the birds or fish.

Beach View Landscape Plans Underway

The Beach View Landscape Com-
mittee is hard at work design-
ing new landscaping for the

Beach View Estates entrance.

Why Are We Doing This?
First of all for maintenance
reasons, we have to stop the
irrigation water from spraying
on the walls and fences. Sec-
ond, the Las Vegas Valley Water
District is demanding that we
stop irrigation water from
flowing into the street. They
assess heavy fines on the Asso-
ciation for each offense they

see, and the fines get increas-
ingly more expensive for each
repeat offense. And finally,
much of the landscaping is now
well over fifteen years old.
The shrubs are now spent and
need replacing and so does

some of the ground cover.
When Will This Happen?
We're hoping to start this
project by March.

Will it Look Like a Desert?

No way! The committee is
working closely with our land-

scaper to select plants that will
not only survive our harsh
climate but will also have a lush
look. They're looking for a
free-flowing design with lots of

color.
We thank all the members of

the Beach View Landscape Com-
mittee (listed on page 3) for

their hard work and creativity.

We can't wait to see a fresh,
up-to-date look for the Beach

View Estates entrance.
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Boat Sales & Services

New residents often ask where
they can buy a boat or how
they can get their boat ser-
viced. We have two compa-
nies that are authorized by The
Lakes Association to sell and
service boats on our lake: Duffy
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.
Both companies have local
representatives that offer ex-
cellent boats. If you'd like to
contact either of these compa-
nies for information about
their products and services,
their contact information is

listed here.

Important note. The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility
for the quality of any product or
service offered by these compa-

nies.

Duffy Electric Boats

17260 Muskrat Avenue
Adelanto, CA 92301
(800) 645-1044
www.duffyboats.com

Local: Las Vegas Electric Boats
Scott Dockswell
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net
991-9150

ElectraCraft

2251 Townsgate Road
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(800) 221-2083
www.electracraft.com

Local: The Lakes Marina Company
www.jimnann.com/electrichoats
Jim Sims

cdmimc@cox.net

871-8792

871-7095 Fax

Benchmark Sweeps CAIl Awards

On January 21, the Nevada
chapter of CAl held its 11t
Annual Awards Gala. Our new
management company, Bench-
mark Association Services was
chosen as CAl's “Management
Company of the Year”. They
also won two other CAI

awards at the event.

As you're probably aware,
Benchmark assumed manage-
ment responsibility for The
Lakes Association on November
1%, Transitions are always
difficult but we think this one
has gone pretty smoothly. If
you're having any problems,
please contact Benchmark.
They'll be happy to work with
you to resolve any problems

you may have.

We congratulate Patricia Rosia
and the entire team at Bench-
mark on winning this prestig-
ious award. It's just another
indication that we chose the

right management company.

Patricia Rosia Accepts CAl Award




Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice

Board of Directors
Meeting Notice

Day: The fourth Thursday of
every month, except No-

vember and December.
Time: 9:30 a.m.

Location:
West Sahara Branch
8685 West Sahara Avenue
Suite 200
Las Vegas, NV 89117
(Behind Outback)

Board meetings are open to all
members of the Association.
At the start of each meeting
members will have an opportu-
nity to provide their comments
and input to the board. We

encourage you to attend.

Board of Directors

Greg Toussaint, President
Burt Steinberg, Vice President
Scott Dockswell, Secretary / Treasurer
Willem Venter, Director
Harry Kallick, Director

Important Contacts:

Notice.

This notice is provided to all
member-owners in accordance
with Nevada State law. Copies
of the Meeting Minutes and
Agendas are available upon

request from our i
»b'? B

each meeting may be
downloaded from our

management at

additional
cost. /7 \ 7
Inaddi- ¢’ '

tion, the
minutes of

website at no cost.

Our Manager
Moana Vineyard
795-3344
795-3346 (fax)

mvinyard@benchmarkproperties.net

Roving Patrol
(6 p.m.to4a.m.)
Summerlin Security
270-9116
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ASSOCIATION

The Lakes Association

c/o Benchmark Association Services
1515 E. Tropicana Ave.

Suite 350A

Las Vegas, NV 89119

Phone: 795-3344
Fax:  795-3346

mvinyard@benchmarkproperties.net
www.LakesAssociation.com




