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From the Editor:  

Whatõs special about The 

Lakes?  Many things.  We have 

beautiful homes, a lake like 

none other in Las Vegas, and 

panoramic views of the moun-

tains.  Weõre situated right in 

the heart of Las Vegas, sur-

rounded by all kinds of shop-

ping, dining and entertainment. 

But none of these things is as 
special as the wonderful people 

who share this community.  
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Do you have a question about 

your community or home-

owner association?  Would 

you like to contribute an arti-

cle to the next Lakes Newslet-

ter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 

a line.  We'll be glad to answer 

your questions.  And we'll do 

our best to make room for 

your article. 

Questions &  

Comments?  

www.LakesAssociation.com  

and Willem Venter were re-

elected to their positions on 

the board of directors.   

The board is composed of five 

members, and all decisions 

require a majority vote of the 

board members.  No individual 

on the board can make any 

decisions independently of the 

board. 

Lakes Association Holds 22 nd Annual Meeting  

The 2007 Lakes Association 

board members are: 

Greg Toussaint, President 

Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Willem Venter, Sec. / Treas. 

Harry Kallick, Director 

Pat Murphy, Director 

The 22nd Annual Meeting of 

The Lakes Association Member-

ship was held at the Canyon 

Gate Country Club on Septem-

ber 20th and we had a very 

good turnout.  We thank eve-

ryone who attended. 

We all enjoyed the light buffet 

and we had an excellent dis-

cussion.  Both Patrick Murphy 

We all love living here and we 

really do care about the special 

place in which we live. 

Many of our residents know 

one another.  We do things 

together.  Where else do the 

residents pitch in to put on a 

Holiday event like our Lakes 

Festival of Lights?   

Most recently, the efforts of 
many Lakes residents were 

successful in getting the City to 

deny putting an 81-foot tall 

building in our midst.  This was 

just one more example of what 

makes us special. 

 

Greg Toussaint, Editor 

1985 Looking West Toward The Lakes 

Hey, Whereõs My House? é Whereõs Summerlin? 

Got Color?  

To save the Association 

money, we always print the 

newsletter in black and white.  

But now you can get it in color 

on your computer.  Just go to 

The Lakes Association website 

and click on the òNews at The 

Lakesó button. 

We hope you enjoy the color 

photos! 



Whatõs The Latest at The Lakes? 
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5-Story Building Defeated by Residentsõ Action! 
As you probably know, the 

owner of the vacant lot next 

to Citibank on Lake Sahara 

Drive wanted to erect a 5-

story building just north of our 

community.  Thanks to the 

efforts of The Lakes Association 

and many Lakes residents, the 

project was denied! 

As soon as the Board of 

Directors was notified of 

the plan, we informed as 

many residents as we 

could on short notice and 

sent informational letters 

to all Lakes residents.  

The response from home-

owners was overwhelm-

ingly opposed to the 

project.  So the Board 

sent letters to the City 

Council.  We made it 

clear that weõre not 

opposed to an office 

building, we just donõt believe 

an 81-foot-high building would 

be harmonious with our exist-

ing two-story community.  The 

Board took a stand only after 

our residents spoke up against 

the building. 

We also reached out to sur-

rounding HOAs, and were 
successful in getting official 

support for our position from 

both the West Sahara Commu-

nity Association and the Canyon 

Gate Homeowners Association. 

We met with representatives 

of the lotõs owner hoping to 

come to a reasonable compro-

mise.  Unfortunately, there 

wasnõt much give from the 

other side.  We also met with 

Councilmen Steve Wolfson 

and Larry Brown, and with 

Councilwoman Lois Tarkanian.  

We explained to them why 

such a building would be inap-

propriate for our 22-year-old 

community. 

Weõre proud to report that on 

September 5th the Las Vegas 

City Council voted unani-

mously (7-0) to deny the appli-

cation!  This simply would not 

have happened without the 

efforts of Lakes residents.  

Many people sent e-mails, let-

ters and faxes protesting the 

building.  They met with the 

applicantõs representatives, 

attended meetings with City 

Council members, spoke at 

two Planning Commission 

meetings, and made presenta-

tions to the Las Vegas City 

Council.  And their voices 

were heard. 

Some people say, òIt doesnõt 

matter what you do, the gov-
ernment does whatever it 

wants.  Why bother getting 

involved or even voting, it 

doesnõt change any-

thing.ó  Weõre glad we can 

honestly say our community 

doesnõt suffer from that delu-

sion.  The Cityõs decision is a 

testament to the power of 

people getting involved and 

fighting to preserve the charac-

ter of their community.  The 

system works but only when 

people take the time to fight 

for what they believe in.   

Some say, òYou canõt fight City 

Hall.ó ñ but because of the 

excellent arguments made by 

our residents and because of 

the strong turnout we had at 

the City Council meeting, City 

Hall fought for us!  Donõt let 

anyone ever tell you the sys-

tem doesnôt work.  Weõve 

proven that it does... if people 

are willing to get involved and 

be a part of the process. 

This was a real community 

effort, lead by people who 

truly care about our commu-

nity and who were willing to 

step up to the plate to protect 

it.  We should all be very 

proud of our accomplishment. 

The Lakes is truly close-knit.  

Itõs a place where people care 

about their community and 

about one another.  Letõs keep 

it that way. 

Lakes Festival of Lights Just Around The Corner  

The 7th Annual Lakes Festival 

of Lights will be here before 

you know it!  December 8th is 

not that far away, so mark 

your calendar now.   

Whatõs it All About? 

As always, weõll have some-

thing for everyone: delicious 

food at low prices, an awe-

some car show, interesting 

exhibits, unique crafts for sale, 

an outstanding entertainment 

Kim & Dana Wagner from   

CH-3 have agreed to be the 

Grand Marshals for this yearõs 

boat parade.  And you never 

know, we just might have 

some more announcements 

coming up. 

How Can it be Free?  

It ainõt easy!  But thanks to 

community volunteers and 

(Continued on page 3) 

program, a visit from Santa, 

face painters, a magician, bal-

loon twisters... and finally, the 

only electric light boat parade 

in the City of Las Vegas.  And 

best of allé admission is free!  

So donõt miss it.  And bring a 

friend.  Everyone has a great 

time. 

Any Celebrities?  

You bet!  Weõre going to have 

a òFestival with the Wagners.ó  


