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From the Editor:

Spring has 0sp
gratory birds have all headed
north, the fish are getting ac-
tive again, and the turtles are|
sunning themselves. Life i$

pretty good!

As always things are happenin
here atThe Lakes Our March

30" Lakes Community Yard
Sale was a big success. Wg
recently installed some new
fish habitat at the south end of]
the lake to help promote a

healthy fish population.

Wedre | ooking
5" Annual Lakes Memorial Day
Ceremonyn the Lakes South
Park This is always a stirring
event attended by Lakes resiH
dents and local dignitaries sd
we hope youdl |l
join us on May 28.

The health and beauty of our
lake is threatened by quagga
mussels that have recently
been found along the Colorado
River and Lakeg
instituted some rigorous pro-
cedures that we hope will keep
the mussels from getting in our
lake. These steps make it
more costly and time
consuming for people wanting
to take boats in or out of the
|l ake so wedre
everyoneods co
understanding to protect Lake
Sahara from a mussel infestd

tion.

Please send us your thought$
and ideas for future articles.

ey

Greg Toussaint, Editor
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Procedures
just arQuestionsh& cor -
ner. You can also call Gail af C t )
9334875 or email her at: omments:
gmurphrey@benchmarkproperties.net| Do you have a question about
If you have the chance to visif] your -community - or home-
owner association?  Would

Please welcome Gail Murphrey They dr e

9sP0urmBw LhkBs COnfire rﬁ{ty

ciation ServicesGail brings to

our community a wealth of
HOA management experience
and we look forward to having

her as our manager.

Wedre excited

our team and supporting our
community. We especially like
having our management team
right here in The Lakes area.
Benchmar kods
West Sahara Avenue, Suite
200, Las Vegas, NV 89117.

b Marfadet ffodiBtnchrialk Asso-

t

of fice i

our rapidly expanding local
office, please feel free to intro-
%ucelﬁy%uK;eéf to é—:-gill §he &\r/]lu
enjoy meeting you and she
looks forward to being of ser-

vice to our residents.
868

S at

Inside This Issue:

you like to contribute an arti-
cle to the next Lakes Newslet-

ter?

If so, please drop our Manage
a line. We'll be glad to answer|
your questions. And we'll do
5 our best to make room for

your article.

www.LakesAssociation.com
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Lakes Community Yard Sale a Success

The Lakes Community Yard Saleesveryone who participated.

was held on March 30 It was
a very successful event raising
over $600 to support the2007

Lakes Festival of Lights
On behalf of the Lakes Festival

of Lights and the entire Lakes
community, we want to thank

Many of you donated sale
items, and some of you also
volunteered to help put on the
yard sale. Thank you all so

much.

We owe a special debt of
thanks to Jenny Venter and

Terra Hodge for leading this
project. Thank you both for
being such great community

leaders.

Every dollar that you helped
raise will go to support this

year 0s

Thank you all.

The Price of Water Just Went up!

The nature of our community
means that water is especially
important to us. It should
come as no surprise to any of
us that water is becoming
more and more scarce

throughout the southwest.

You need only to look at Lake
Meadds
level to know that our
supply of water is
diminishing.  But at
the same time the de-
mand for water, from new
homes in Southern
Nevada and Ari-
zona, is rapidly in-
creasing. Whenever
demand goes up and supply
goes down, we all know what

happens.

Over the past fifteen years, our

water rates have increased at
an average of 6% per year, but
recent years have brought
some of the largest increases
ever. In 2007 our water rates
went up by a whopping 10%
and based on all predictions
thatds just the

st eadi | yWhyaw eve concgrned?a Bes r

cause our lake uses a lot of
water, which costs a lot of
money. This year we budgeted
$250,000 for water fi and

t hat 0s YOUR
owners assessments (dues) pay
all the bills, so as water rates

go up so do your assessments.

Our annual water usage varies
considerably from year to year
depending on: wind, tempera-
ture, humidity and precipita-
tion. Wi th thi

mone

in water
for a cooler, wetter 2007 so
that we can stay under the

budget.

The Lakes Association board
of directors has been seeking
w t Ilo er costs and also
assure a corntinuing supply of
water . Wedr e
tigating the possibility of leasing
irrevocable water rights from
private parties rather than use

the public water system.

P/ . Home-
Only time will tell if this is a
realistic option for our com-
munity but we will continue to
seek ways to save homeown
ers money and also to ensure a
continuing supply of water for
Lake Sahara.

s yeards big |j

Lakes Hosts 5™ Annual Memorial Day Ceremony

The Lakes Associatiaifi once
again host a Memorial Day
Ceremony in thelLakes South
Park  This peaceful and
patriotic event will be
conducted jointly by

American Legion Post We 0 v e

76 and Fleet Reserve
Association, Branch

90.

The ceremony will

begin at 10:00 a.m. on
Monday May 28

Your attendance is re-

spectfully requested to
honor our veterans that down

=

through the years, and those
currently in the field, have
fought to protect our national
freedoms and our American

way of life.

once agai
gressional Representatives
Shelley Berkley and Jon Porter.

Invitations were also sent to
our State Senator and Assem-
blywoman, as well as to
County and City officials.
Wedre certain

have the time available will
appear, as they did last year.
We 6| | al so

t hat

heardd fr om

Festivall

rates

curr

ump

Toussaint, President of the
West Sahara Community Assogia-
tion

This is the fi

this special event in our com-
munity.n BEvery yeal attéhdamce
increases and the dignitary lis
gr ows. There
place more beautiful thaihe

Lakes South Parto honor

those who have given so much
for all of us.

those who
Come on out and join us on

May 28 Youdl |
Donna

be

~



The Lakes Newsletter

Page8

Boat Sales & Services

Residents often ask where they
can buy a boat or how they
can get their boat serviced.
We have two companies that
are authorized byThe Lakes
Associatioto sell and service
boats on Lake Saharduffy

Electric Boatand ElectraCraft

Both companies have local
representatives that offer ex-

cellent boats.
Important noteThe Lakes Asso-

ciation accepts no responsibilit
for the quality of any product or

service offered by these compg

nies.

Duffy Electric Boats
17260 Muskrat Avenue

Adelanto, CA 92301

(800) 6451044
www.duffyboats.com

Local: Las Vegas Electric Boats
Scott Dockswell
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.ne

ElectraCraft

2251 Townsgate Road
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(800) 2212083
/Www.electracraft.com

Local: The Lakes Marina Compa|
www.jimnann.com/electricboats
“Jim Sims

cdmimc@cox.net

871-8792

871-7095 Fax

Wanted to Buy

Used 166 Party
Dave & Sue Dudzinski
255-6099 (home)

325-4480 (cell)

Dave_Dudzinski@emcorgroup.com

Used Boat
Craig & Tamara Fletcher
326-4093
quickdrawinc@cox.net

Boat

Lake Oversight Co

ltds spring
be seeing new baby fish (fry) all
around the lake. These fry are

a sign that our lake is healthy.

To encourage more fry pro-
duction we recently installed a
fish habitat area along the
shoreline at the south end of
the lake (in front of the park).
This habitat will help protect
the fry from being gobbled up
by the largemouth bass. All
the fish teeming around the
habitat should make for good
viewing at the South Park. In
the future, we plan to install
more habitat at various loca-
tions around the lake near the

common areas.

As it gets
to see bouts of algae growth.

warr

sonable steps to control it but
webre somewhat
the weather. The same applies
to midge flies. We do our best
to keep them under control
but Mother Natured o e s

always cooperate.

Let us know if you have ques-

tions about t h
to answer you in the next
Newsletter.

PJ Conte

Jim Palmer

Greg Toussaint
Willem Venter
John Wilson

7=

mmittee:
a g aThis is perfectly normal; itg
feeds the fi sh|.

n

The Lakes Community Calendar

April 26, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

May 24, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

May 28, 10:00 a.m.
Fifth Annual Lakes memorial Day Ceremony
The Lakes South Park

(South end of the lake)

June 28, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

July 26, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

August 23, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

September 20, 6:00 p.m.
Lakes Association

Canyon Gate Country Club

Annual Me mbje

September 27, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

|

We 61 | take rea-

dependant on

e | DRnRaToussajpty 5 | |

The Lakes Committees

North Shore Estates Landscape:
Harry Kallick

Lake Oversight Committee:

tr )I,D J. Conte

Blach View Estates Landscape:
P. J. Conte
Jack Heywood

Ed Vega Jim Palmer

John Wilson Greg Toussaint, Chair
Lakeview Landscape: Willem Venter

Louisa Gray John Wilson

Architectural Review Committee:
Marcy Kallick, Chair
Berton Severson
Stephen Sorrentino
Laura Tousseau
Larry Turner

Sharon Woods

Lakes Estates Landscape:
Chris & Tamara Fletcher
Patrick Murphy
Jim & Charla Palmer
Michele & Chuck Robins

(2}
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We want to bring to your
attention a
tremely important to our com-

munity d the threat that quagga
mussels pose to the health of
our | ake. We

Move a

Mu s s

stop coming here. In short we

ma twtoeurl dt bha&t dsef &€x -wi th a

lake containing no life other
than the mussels and algae.

Wegork@thott hi gk

gquagga mussels have been We need your help to make

transferred to our laked at

least not yet, but if this were
ever to happen it would de-
stroy the health and ecosystem
of Lake Sahar a,
stringent steps to help ensure
t hat our Il ake

fected in the future.

Why is this suddenly a

problem? You may have seen
on the news that quagga mus-
sels have recently been discov-
ered on Lake Mead, Lake Mo-
jave and the Colorado River.

These creatures are easily
transferred from one body of
water to anotherfi on a boat,

equipment or boat trailer and
we want to make sure that this
does not happen to Lake Sa-

hara.

What 6s
Quagga mussels have no
known enemies. There is no
way to kill them without com-
pletely draining and treating
the lake which would be pro-
hibitively expensive. Quagga
mussels reproduce extremely
fast, consuming all the available
food and oxygen in the lake
which causes all other animals
(e.g. fish and turtles) to die.
With no food to eat in the
lake, most water birds would

thet &s stkifg el T,

sure that it

What is the Association
doing to prevent this?
~| St
procedure%Is to r[:I)?reevent tth
e&p%fé r?f rpusses |rt1to qur,
ake ™ from~ other ocatlons
These procedures (outlined on
the facing page) have been
developed after consultation
with the Nevada Department of
Wildlife No boat or trailer will
be allowed on our lake unless
the these procedures have
been followed.
Unfortunately it will
be more costly and
time-consuming for
those wishing to
bring a boat onto

Lake Sahara.

How can you
help?  We must
assume that any
personal watercraft
(e.g. kayak, canoe,
sail boat, row boat,
etc.) that has been
used on another
body of water is
infected. You
tiny
Il at e, s o
for sure if your boat has been
infected. If you bring such a
boat onto our lake you may
cause irreparable harm to our

entire community.

Before bring-

ing any personal watercraft to
our lake from another body of
water, you must take the fol-

lowing steps:

1.Drain any water from the
boat and allow it to dry
completely.

2.Remove all visible mussels,
but dondt
any rough or gritty spots.
These may be young mussels

forget to

el !

that can be hard to see.
oster.
3.Even if you find nothlng

scrub the entire boat (inside
and out) and all related

t h aetuipheatp feegn paddies

oars, life vests, nets, etc.

d o e with@ 5% bleach solution.

4. Air-dry your boat and equip-
ment for at least five days

tn % blefore s placing ntgoa r_ake

Sahara.

N -please act responsibly an

follow these procedures to the
letter. Don ot
that might destroy the main
thing that sets our community

apart from othersd our lake.

Like you, we love our commu-
nity and wedr e
we can to protect it. We need
your help to protect the health
of Lake Sahara and the prop

erty values of all residents.

Iltds unfortuna
forced to institute these pro-

cedures to protect our com-

munity. We do
of imposing fees on owners
who bring boats onto our lake,
but we felt it would be im-

proper to pass these costs on
to the membership as a whole,
The Association receives no
financial benefit from these
f ees. W% or

ré:cavnr%ost tlgfata the tSOC|e
creatureséton utaFl rc}ertc%hav{fl
therebd % P 9

A9

the |nspect|ons and c?eanmc
performed. We hope you

understand.
Thanks for your support,

Your Board of Directors:

Greg Toussaint
Burton Steinberg
Willem Venter
Harry Kallick
Patrick Murphy

feel fo
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