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From the Editor:

What’s happening at The
Lakes... find out in this jam-
packed issue of The Lakes
Newsletter.

Two of our residents recently
received a special honor from
the City of Las Vegas. We had
a wonderful Memorial Day
ceremony in The Lakes.
We're excited about our new
community association man-

ager.

We'’re also considering ways
to guarantee our lake water

supply while lowering costs.

| hope you enjoy this issue.

ey

Greg Toussaint, Editor
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Congressman Jon Porter Speaks on Memorial Day
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Lakes Residents Profile —Willem & Jenny Venter

As a community we have a lot
to be thankful for. Not only
do we live in the best place in
Las Vegas, but our residents

are the cream of the crop.

Willem & Jenny Venter and
their family have lived in our
community for a while now.
They have been an important
part of The Lakes community
and the Las Vegas community
as a whole. The Venter’s
blended family lived in the
Lakes area before they found
their lovely home in Glenview

Landing in 2005.

In May 2007 the Jenny & Wil-
lem were chosen as The Citi-

zens of the Month by Las Vegas
City Councilman Steve Wolf-
son for their wonderful and
tireless efforts on behalf of
Child Focus. “Child Focus is a
non-profit agency that provides
resources and services which
enrich the lives of children
living in foster care and creates
opportunities for each child to
develop the individual strengths
and abilities that will help pre-
pare them for responsible

adulthood.”

A fishing tournament was held
last year to help the children of
Child Focus be reunited with
their siblings for a day of fishing

and fun. Everyone who helped
out with this wonderful event
was touched and made better
by seeing the children laughing
and just enjoying each other.
Thanks to the Venters the
event was a huge success.
They truly have made a differ-
ence in the lives of the children

and all of us that participated.

The Venters join other notable
Lakes residents that have been
honored for their commitment
and dedication to our commu-

nity at large.
Lou Somers (Beach View Es-

(Continued on page 7)

Questions &
Comments?

Do you have a question about
your community or home-
owner association?  Would
you like to contribute an arti-
cle to the next Lakes Newslet-

ter?
If so, please drop our Manager
a line. We'll be glad to answer

your questions. And we'll do
our best to make room for

your article.

www.LakesAssociation.com
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What’s The Latest at The Lakes?

Guaranteed Lake Water at Less Cost

The Lakes Association board
of directors is considering a
proposal that would guarantee
a supply of water for our lake
at a significantly lower cost to
the Association. Under this
proposal, we would fill our
lake from wells in two loca-

tions next to the lake.
Why Are We Considering
This?

For two reasons—lower water
costs—a guarantee of water

for our lake.

In 1993 our annual water
cost was a little over
$100,000. Now in 2007
our budget for water is
$250,000, and that aver-

ages over $800 per
homeowner in assess-
ments (dues)! Over the

past fifteen years our aver-
age annual rate of increase
from the Water District has
been 6%. In 2007 we got a
10% rate increase, and given
the current water shortage
coupled with the continuing
population growth, we don’t
see things getting any better.
Under the proposal, we would
pay significantly less than we

would to the Water District..
Currently we fill our lake with

regular water from the Water
District. But there’s no guar-

antee that this water will be
available to us forever. There
is always a risk that future
water shortages might cause a
government agency to deny
the use of “public water” to fill
private lakes like ours. Or
they might raise the cost of
water for private lakes to unaf-
fordable levels. While there is
no way to judge the likelihood,
this possibility is very real and
the result could be catastro-
phic to our community. An
empty lake would not only
damage our quality of life, it
would have a disastrous effect
on all of our property values.

So How Would This
Work?

The owner of irrevocable wa-
ter rights is offering to lease us
sufficient ground water to keep
our lake filled for a period of
75 years. They would pay all
the costs to drill and construct
the wells and to operate and
maintain them. We would
have no upfront costs and we
would have no operating or
maintenance expenses. We in
turn would pay a monthly lease
amount that would cost us less
than we would have paid the
Water District. To protect
the Association we are work-
ing closely with a highly reputa-
ble attorney who specializes in
water rights law.

Is Well Water Safe?

Many homes in the Valley are
supplied solely by well water.
Water from nearly 1,000 feet
down comes mostly from
mountain runoff and, having
been filtered through the un-
derground aquifer, it is very
clean. It also has the advantage
of not containing chlorine and
ozone which can be harmful to

fish.

Where Would the Wells
be Located?

We currently believe the best
locations for the two wells are:
in the park at the north end of
the lake, and in the common
area along Crystal Water Way
between Beach View Estates
and Laguna Bay. This is subject
to change based on electrical

and drilling issues.

What Should | Expect?

If approved by the board of
directors, the first step would
be to drill the wells which
should take about two weeks.
Drilling would be done Mon-
day through Friday during nor-
mal working hours. During the
drilling phase, there would be
some noise and a lot of mess,
but everything would be
cleaned up and the landscaping
restored once the wells were

in place.

Once completed, the wells
would be only be visible about
two feet above ground and
would be covered by a protec-
tive box similar to those used
for landscape and utility equip-
ment.  You really wouldn’t

notice them.

These wells would be virtually
silent because the pumps
would be more than 900 feet
below the ground level. The
only noise would be the water
coming out of the pipe into the
lake just as we have today with

our fill stations.

How Can | Find Out More?

If you'd like to attend a meet-
ing to get more information on
this proposal, please contact
our community association
manager, Patty Rosia. Once
we know how many people
are interested, we'll schedule

an informational meeting.
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Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony

The 5th Annual Lakes Memo-
rial Day Ceremony was a
beautiful occasion. It was con-
ducted jointly by the American
Legion Post 76 and the Fleet

Reserve Association Branch 90.

Just ask anyone who attended,
and they'll tell you what a won-
derfully patriotic event this
was. It was held under the
trees in The Lakes South Park
with the beautiful backdrop of
Lake Sahara and the Spring
Mountains. It was a picture

perfect day here at The Lakes.

We were honored to have
Congressman Jon Porter and
Councilman Steve Wolfson as
special guest. They both
spoke eloquently on the special
significance of Memorial Day
and about the debt we owe to

our service men and women.

Lakes resident Stephen Sorren-
tino sang the National Anthem
as only he can. And West
Sahara Community Association
president Donna Toussaint
emphasized the importance
this special event has to our

community.

Senator John Ensign’s repre-
sentative read a statement
from the Senator and Lakes
Resident Jack Ford read a spe-
cial proclamation from State
Senator Barbara Cegavske who

was unable to attend.

At the conclusion, a bell was
tolled and wreaths were placed
on Lake Sahara in honor of
those who have lost their lives

in defense of our country.

Make it a point to attend this
solemn yet beautiful ceremony

Councilman Steve Wolfson Speaks
at Memorial Day Ceremony

next year. You'll really be glad
you did. It’s truly a special
occasion and a chance to re-
flect on our country and the

sacrifices
that have
been made
to protect
our free-
doms and
our Ameri-
can way of
life.

]
West Sahara Community Association President,
Donna Toussaint Speaks on Memorial Day

A Final Salute
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Bass Fry Thriving
on Lake Sahara

~ R
Benchmark President &

Lakes Community Manager
Patty Rosia

Spring Fry Festival

Every year around the first of
April you'll notice the sudden
emergence of thousands of
small fish. This is the annual

Bass spawn.

The spawn starts when the
water temperature reaches 60°
F.  Because of the cooler
temperatures this year, our
spawn started a little later than

normal.

The males build their nests in
shallow, sheltered waters,
mainly under or near our
docks. The muddy bottom of
Lake Sahara is a preferred
nesting-ground for the

Largemouth Bass.

When the water warms a few

more degrees, the female lays
her eggs, not in just one nest
but in several. The male takes
over again, guarding the eggs

until they hatch a week later.

An average hatch will produce
5,000 larvae, but as few as ten
will survive to a length of five
inches. One of the greatest
factors in their survival is the
availability of hiding spaces.
And largemouth bass
cannibalize their young. To
improve the bass fry survival
rate, the Lake Oversight
Committee has provided habitat
at the bottom of Lake Sahara
at numerous locations as well
as constructing a fish habitat
along the shoreline at the

South Park.

If you own a lakeside property,
you may also want to consider
providing a sheltered habitat
along the shoreline or under
your dock. The small fry will
appreciate it. But before
starting such a project, please
contact our manager or the
Lake Oversight Committee for
information on how to safely
and properly install lake

habitat.

Jim Palmer
Member, Lake Oversight
Committee

Benchmark President Manages The Lakes

We all know that The Lakes is
the best place to live in South-
ern Nevada. Now we're
pleased to say that we have the
best community association

manager too!

Patricia (Patty) Rosia, the presi-
dent of our management com-
pany, is now personally manag-
ing The Lakes Association. She is
the person you can call with
questions or problems about

our community.

Patricia Rosia serves as Presi-
dent and CEO for Benchmark
Association Services, overseeing
the daily operations of the
Corporate Office, West Sahara

Office and the Reno Branch.

Patty has over twenty years of
experience working with
Boards of Directors, commu-
nity associations, and commu-
nity residents. She holds the
Community Association Man-
ager Certificate (CM), along
with numerous certifications
through the Community Associa-
tion Institute (CAI). She previ-
ously served on the Board of
Directors for the Summerlin
North Master Association, which
is the largest master planned
community in the United

States.

Last year Benchmark Associa-
tion Services was chosen as the
Management Company of the

Year by CAl.

Benchmark has also helped
sponsor our annual Lakes Fes-

tival of Lights.

So we’re very fortunate to
have someone with her talent
and experience to manage our
community. Please feel free to
contact her if you need help
with or have questions about
the Association. She’ll be glad

to help.
Phone:

795-3344 x262
or 933-4875

E-mail:
prosia@benchmarkproperties.net

Palm tree Inspections, Coming Soon (October 1)

We have a lot of palm trees in
our community and many of
them were damaged by our
hard winter. You’ve probably
seen all the brown palm

fronds.

When palm trees get over
fifteen feet tall it’s very costly
to have them trimmed by a
professional tree trimming

service. To minimize the hard-
ship on owners and still keep
our community looking its
best, The Lakes Association
has a policy of inspecting tall
palm trees only once each year
on October 1.

So if you have tall palm trees

with brown fronds, now would
be a good time to call your

tree-trimming service and have
them taken care of. That way
you'll avoid getting one of

those annoying letters.

Palm tree shorter than fifteen
feet should be kept trimmed

year round.
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Boat Sales & Services

Residents often ask where they
can buy a boat or how they
can get their boat serviced.
We have two companies that
are authorized by The Lakes
Association to sell and service
boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.
Both companies have local
representatives that offer ex-

cellent boats.

Important note. The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility
for the quality of any product or
service offered by these compa-

nies.

Duffy Electric Boats
17260 Muskrat Avenue

Adelanto, CA 92301

(800) 645-1044
www.duffyboats.com

Local: Las Vegas Electric Boats
Scott Dockswell
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net

ElectraCraft

2251 Townsgate Road

Westlake Village, CA 91361
(800) 221-2083
www.electracraft.com

Local: The Lakes Marina Company
www.jimnann.com/electricboats
Jim Sims

cdmimc@cox.net

871-8792

871-7095 Fax

Pre-Owned Boats Wanted

If you own a boat that you’re no longer need, you may be able to
turn it into cash. Contact the following people who are interested

in buying boats:

e  Cindy or David: 16’-18’ boat, prefer canvas-sided boat
with at least 5SHP motor—254-1746

e  Craig Fletcher: 738-7434

e Jack Ford: 228-4810

o Dave Rivera: riveradloans@earthlink.net

If you're interested in the above, please contact the sellers directly;
do not contact the Association. Let us know if you'd like to buy or

sell a boat and we’'ll place your listing in the next Newsletter.

items.

Lose Something?

Our windy weather often blows things into the lake. When our
lake maintenance crew finds people’s personal property, they store
them for 90 days. If you've lost lawn furniture, seat cushions, um-
brellas, etc. you may be able to get them back. Just call Danny Sims
at 755-2407 or 461-0477 and he'll let you know if he has your

The Lakes Community Calendar

June 28, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

July 26, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

August 23, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

September 20, 6:00 p.m.

Lakes Association Annual Members’ meeting
Canyon Gate Country Club

September 27, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

October 25, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

(Behind Outback)

December 8, 12-6 p.m.
2007 Lakes Festival of Lights

Intersection of Lake Sahara Dr. & Lake East Dr.

The Lakes Committees
Beach View Estates Landscape: North Shore Estates Landscape:

P.J. Conte Harry Kallick

Jack Heywood Lake Oversight Committee:

Donna Toussaint P. . Conte

Ed Vega Jim Palmer

John Wilson Greg Toussaint, Chair
Lakeview Landscape: Willem Venter

Louisa Gray John Wilson

Sharon Woods Architectural Review Committee:

Marcy Kallick, Chair
Berton Severson
Stephen Sorrentino
Laura Tousseau
Larry Turner

Lakes Estates Landscape:
Chris & Tamara Fletcher

Patrick Murphy
Jim & Charla Palmer
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Follow the Good Neighbor Policy

Along with living in a commu-
nity come obligations. We live
in close proximity to one an-
other, and what we

do on our own prop-

erty can have an unin-

tended impact on our
neighbors,  and

ﬁ/ vice-versa. We

all want to be

}, good neighbors
b

ut  sometimes
we may fall short
without really mean-
ing to. For exam-

ple...
Does your dog

W=/
=l
LJ—;TN\LD every boat that goes by?

b\\

continually bark at

Do you leave your dog in the
back yard unattended? You
may not realize it but your
barking dog may be ruining
your neighbors’ enjoyment of
the lake, and more importantly
their quiet use of their own
back vyards. Please
quiet your
d o g
when it
barks
and
never
leave it
alone in

a lakefront

backyard.

Remember that for safety rea-
sons the entire shoreline must
be kept safe for stranded boat-
ers. An aggressive dog along
the lakefront is a hazard to

public safety.

Is your sidewalk clear?

Some people park their cars so
that the sidewalk is blocked.
On trash days, some home-
owners place their trash cans
on the sidewalk rather than in

the street.

Blocked sidewalks force
neighbors to walk out in the
street. This can be a particular
problem for people with stroll-
ers or those who are disabled.
Whenever possible, please
keep your sidewalk clear.
Place your trash cans in the

street next to the gutter.

Are you a duck feeder?

We all love the ducks. They're
so cute that many of us feel the
need to feed them. Please
resist this urge. Why? You
are harming the birds, bother-
ing your neighbors and damag-

ing our lake.

The ducks will not starve.
There is plenty of naturally-
produced food in our lake.
This is the food that ducks are
meant to eat. It's much better

for them than human food.

Feeding the birds draws larger
numbers to your area, and that
night be your desire, but what
about the desires of your
neighbors? You may not real-
ize it but they get tired of con-
stantly cleaning bird droppings

off their docks and sidewalks.

I’s unsightly but more impor-
tantly it's unhealthy.  Both
West Nile Virus and the Bird
Flu can be spread through
contact with birds and their
waste.  All residents should
avoid direct contact with birds

and bird droppings.

Feeding the birds increases our
year-round bird population to
a level that’s higher than de-
sired. The droppings from too
many birds damages our lake’s
ecosystem. All  those
“nutrients” going into the lake
are a major cause for the ex-
cess algae we see in our lake

from time to time.

Do unto others...

The Golden Rule is still the
best rule. We all have to live
together in one community.
What we do has an impact on
others and their actions impact
us as well. So let’s all be

thoughtful neighbors.

ZONE

Join a Lakes Committee

Those who serve on the vari-
ous Lakes Association Com-
mittees (see page 3) provide a
valuable service to our com-
munity. They volunteer their
time and talents to help im-
prove our community and we

appreciate their contribution.

If you're interested in being on

any of these committees,
please send a letter, fax or e-
mail to our Manager Patty
Rosia. Her contact informa-
tion is listed on the back page
of this newsletter. Let us
know which committee(s)
you’re interested in, and tell us
a little about yourself and why
you'd like to be on the com-

mittee. We will be glad to add
you to a list for a future com-

mittee opening.
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(Continued from page 1) eur
tates) was a previous Citizen
of the Month, Bob & Anna
Bailey (Lakeview) were hon-
ored at City Hall for their civil
rights accomplishments and
Dr. Bailey has a school named
after him — William H. “Bob”
Bailey Middle School. Former
Congressman lim Bilbray
(Beach View Estates) has a
school named after him as well
— James H. Bilbray Elementary
school. Greg & Donna Tous-
saint (Beach View Estates)
were previously Citizens of the
Month and John Wilson (Beach
View Estates) is the former
President of the North Las Ve-

gas Chamber of Commerce.

Hopefully we have not forgot-
ten anyone’s name in this arti-
cle, but it shows you just how
special the people in our com-
munity are. So many of our
residents do special things that
help others and make our
Lakes community a better
place to work, live and play.
We truly appreciate them as

well.

Accomplishments come in all
sizes and varying degrees. Just
a smile or a hello when you
see your neighbor can make all
the difference. It doesn’t seem
like much but every little bit of
positive energy helps. Our
community has the best resi-
dents. Instead of being called Fishing Tournament
Lakes Residents we should be
called the Lakes Volunteers
because of the tremendous
support our community and
residents show each and every

year.

Donna Toussaint,
Contributing Editor

Award Presentation

P.S. If there’s a Lakes resident
that you think we should pro-
file in a future newsletter,

please let me know.




Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice

Board of Directors
Meeting Notice

Day: The fourth Thursday of
every month (except No-
vember and December).

Time:  All meetings begin at
5:00 p.m.

Location:

Benchmark Assn. Services -
West Sahara Branch

8685 West Sahara Avenue
Suite 200

Las Vegas, NV 89117
(Behind Outback)

Board meetings are open to all
members of the Association.
At the start of each meeting
members are given an oppor-
tunity to provide their com-
ments and input to the board.

We encourage you to attend.

Board of Directors

Greg Toussaint, President
Burt Steinberg, Vice President
Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer
Harry Kallick, Director
Pat Murphy, Director

Notice.
This notice is provided to all
member-owners in accordance
with Nevada State law. Copies
of the Meeting Minutes and
Agendas are
available upon
request from our
management at

additional cost.

In addition, the
minutes of each

meeting may be downloaded
from our website at no cost.

Important Contacts:

Our Manager:
Patty Rosia
795-3344 x262, 933-4875
933-4876 (fax)
prosia@benchmarkproperties.net

Roving Patrol:
(6 p.m.to4a.m.)
Securitas Security Services
308-2831 or 210-8377

THE LA KNES

2R

ASSOCIATION

The Lakes Association

c/o Benchmark Association Services
8685 West Sahara Avenue

Suite 200

Las Vegas, NV 89117

Phone: 795-3344 x262, 933-4875
Fax: 933-4876

prosia@benchmarkproperties.net
www.LakesAssociation.com




