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From the Editor: 

I hope you all had a wonderful 

summer.  Now Fall is on it’s 

way and our weather is turning 

perfect.  Migratory birds will 

soon be flocking to our lake.     

There’s a lot of news in this 

issue.  The 8th Annual Lakes 

Festival of Lights will soon be 

here.  This event always makes 

the Holiday Season special 

here at The Lakes.  We have 

some initial results on the 

Security Questionnaires that our 

members sent in.  Beach View 

Estates has started a Neighbor-

hood Watch program and we 

encourage the other gates to 

do the same.  The Lake Over-

sight Committee updates us on 

the lake, and there’s some 

encouraging news about the 

Right Turn. 

So please enjoy this issue. 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeown-

ers association?  Would you 

like to contribute an article to 

the next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 
a line.  We'll be glad to answer 

your questions.  And we'll do 

our best to make room for 

your article. 

Questions & 

Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Got Color? 

To save the Association 

money, we always print the 

newsletter in black and white.  

But you can get it in color on 

your computer.  Just go to The 

Lakes Association website and 

click on the “News at The 

Lakes” button. 

We hope you enjoy the color 

photos! 

Great Blue Heron Looking for Dinner at The Lakes 

status report on our commu-

nity.  We’ll tabulate all the 

votes and announce the results 

of our board of directors elec-

tion.   

Most importantly it’s your 
opportunity to ask questions 

and make suggestions on how 

we might improve our commu-

nity. 

We hope to see you there. 

Our Annual Membership Meet-

ing will be held on: 

 Thursday, September 18th 

 6:00 p.m.   

 Canyon Gate Country 

Club 

We hope you will join us for 

what’s always an enjoyable 

meeting.  A light buffet and soft 

drinks will be served. 

Our program will include a 

Annual Meeting on Sep-18th 
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tom.  That’s how we know the 

water is circulating well and 

not stagnating.  Based on 

nearly four years of readings, 

we’re proud to say that our 

lake is extremely well oxygen-

ated.  It’s generally well over 

90% of maximum saturation.  

That’s healthy! 

Midge Flies.  Though they 

may look like mosquitoes, 

midge flies pose no health risks 

to humans; they don’t even 

bite.  But they are pesky.  They 

fly around our faces and even 

worse, they leave small green 

deposits on our boats, lawn 

furniture and walls.  There’s no 

way to get rid of them entirely 

but we do our best to keep 

these little guys under control.   

For twenty years we’ve used 

the same liquid agent to treat 
the lake for midge flies.  This 

year we also started sampling 

the lake sediment twice a 

month to see how many midge 

larvae are present.  When the 

counts get too high we now 

treat with an additional prod-

uct that prevents the larvae 

from hatching into adults.  We 

are extremely pleased with our 

results this year.  By counting 

the larvae and treating the lake 

before they can hatch into 

adults, we’ve been able to head 

off some major “blooms” of 

midge flies.  We plan to con-

tinue this very successful pro-

gram. 

But they’ll never disappear.  

They’ll always be present in a 

healthy lake that has nutrients 

to feed them.  We’ll keep 

them at bay as best we can. 

Algae.  This can be a problem 

for our residents.  Some forms 

of algae float on the lake sur-

face.  Other, very tiny algae, 

just give a green cast to the 

water.  Algae needs two things 

to grow: nutrients and sunlight.   

Our lake gets plenty of both.  

The nutrients come mostly 

(Continued on page 6) 

People often ask how we main-

tain our lake, so we thought 

we should summarize some 

key areas for you.   

Oxygen.  The most critical 

factor in any lake is the 
amount of oxygen that’s dis-

solved in the water.  Low oxy-

gen levels can cause fish to die, 

and it’s very unhealthy for 

waterfowl too.   

We have aerators located all 

over the bottom of the lake 

and they do two things.  They 

keep the water circulating so it 

doesn’t get stagnant, and they 

introduce oxygen into the 

water. 

Each month, our lake mainte-

nance crew tests the water 
temperature and oxygen levels 

in the lake in many locations 

both at the surface and at the 

bottom.  On average the tem-

perature is the same within 

one degree in all locations 

both at the top and the bot-

Lakes Festival of Lights is Just Around the Corner 

It’s hard to believe that the 

Lakes Festival of Lights will soon 

be here.  This will be the 

eighth year in a row that vol-

unteers from our community 

have put on this wonderful 

family holiday event. 

What’s all the fuss about 

the Festival?  If you’ve never 

been to the Festival, ask those 

who have; it’s just the best 

community festival around.  It 

has something for everyone: a 

fantastic car show, terrific 

food, an arts & crafts show you 

won’t believe, an all-afternoon 

entertainment program, all 

kinds of informative and fun 

exhibits, a visit from Santa, face 

painters and balloon twisters, 

and of course our famous Elec-

tric Light Boat Parade.   

The Festival is all about fami-

lies.  In past Festivals well over 

6,000 people attended.  And 

best of all… everything (except 

food and craft items) is free! 

When is it?  Mark your calen-

dars for December 13th start-

ing at noon and continuing 
until the boat parade starts at 

5:00 p.m.  Bring your friends 

and family to kick off the Holi-

days with a great afternoon of 

fun.  It’s located in the street at 

the intersection of Lake East 

Dr. and Lake Sahara Dr., at the 

north end of our lake. 

Be a Festival Volunteer.  

We’re nearing that time when 

we’ll need volunteers to help 

with the Festival.  One of the 

most fun things is to help 

decorate the North Park for 

the Season.  We don’t have a 

date yet but it should be in 

early November.  On the day 

of the Festival we’ll really need 

a lot of help.  It’s not hard 

work but we do need a lot of 

bodies.  So we’re hoping you’ll 

volunteer to help make this 

year our best Festival ever.   

Being a Festival Volunteer is 
absolutely the best way to 

meet your neighbors and make 

new friends.  Just go to our 

website and sign up to help 

make your community even 

better.  You’ll be glad you did.   

Our Executive Committee.  

Most of the credit for making 

this event possible goes to our 

Executive Committee which 

consists of all our Team Cap-

tains (see list on facing page).  

And what a great team they 

are.  They work together and 

with our volunteers to plan, 

organize and operate the Lakes 

Festival of Lights.  Thank you 

(Continued on page 3) 

Lake Oversight Committee Report 
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all for your commitment, your 

dedication and your support.  

The Festival just wouldn’t be 

possible without you. 

City of Las Vegas.  From it’s 

beginning, the City of Las Ve-

gas has been instrumental in 

supporting us.  They continue 

to provide not only financial 

support but also help in plan-

ning and operating the event.  

We offer our sincere thanks to 

Councilman Steve Wolfson 

and his staff for all that they do 

to support us. 

Outback Steakhouse has 

also been a key contributor.  

Each year they donate hun-

dreds of meals with all the 

proceeds going to support the 

Festival.  Thank you Tony 

Grappo and the entire team at 

Outback for everything that 

you do for us. 

Why do we do it?  Many 

people ask why so many peo-

ple (last year over 80) are 

willing to donate their time to 

put on this event.  The answer 

is simple, we do it because it’s 

fun.  We like doing something 

positive for our community 

and we like getting to know 

our neighbors.  We just have a 

great time together! 

What does it accomplish?  

The city has grown dramati-

cally since “The Lakes” com-

munity was developed 23 years 

ago.  Mature communities like 

ours have lost their identities 

over time as the city has 

grown.   

The Lakes Festival of Lights has 

helped put “The Lakes” back 

(Continued from page 2) 

on the map in Southern Ne-

vada and it has given Lakes 

residents a source of pride and 

community identity.  It helps 

our lifestyle and it helps our 

property values.   

Who pays for all this?  No 

homeowner dues are used to 

put it on.  It’s entirely paid for 

by sponsors and exhibitor 

concessions.   

Who gets the money?  All 

income generated by the Festi-

val goes back into the Festival 

or is donated to participating 

local charities.  We pay no 

salaries, no administration 

costs and no employees.  It’s 

operated as a non-profit pro-

ject.  This is a very worthwhile 

cause. 

Summary.  We’re going to 

have a great time, so I hope to 

see you all at this year’s Lakes 

Festival of Lights.  If you want 

to get to know your neighbors 

and become a real part of your 

community, please sign up now 

to be a volunteer.   

And now’s the time to start 

planning your boat and yard 

decorations.  Your decorations 

will help make the Festival 

even better.  Visitors are al-

ways amazed at our residents 

creativity.  The Lakes truly 

lights up for the Holidays. 

Thank you all for your support, 

Greg Toussaint 
Chairman, Lakes Festival of Lights 

256-9998 

greg@global-markets.com 

Festival Website: 
www.LakesAssociation.com/festival 

2008 Executive Committee: 

PJ Conte Grounds & electrical 

Audrie Dodge City of Las Vegas 

Toni Frustaci Charities & Craft Show 

Louisa Gray Ticketing 

Deborah Manning Boat parade 

Tim McCoy Sponsorships 

Michelle Oshins Exhibits 

Megahn Porras Car show 

Stephen Sorrentino Publicity 

Burt Steinberg Food concessions 

Donna Toussaint Entertainment, Judging & Awards 

Greg Toussaint Chairman 

Ed Vega Park decorations 

John Wilson Traffic control & parking 
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An Update on the Security Questionnaire 

The problem is that there was 

no consensus about what that 

change should be.  The most 

popular choices (favored by 20 

& 21) were 24-Hour Patrols and 

Random Patrols.   24-hour 

guards at the gate came in a 

close third (19). 

Unfortunately, last year we 

were unsuccessful in our at-

tempt to amend the Associa-

tion’s CC&Rs.  We had hoped 

to change our documents to 

allow the residents in each gate 

to decide separately whether 

or not they wanted a guard at 

their gate.  It’s unfortunate that 

our governing documents were 

not written to allow this back 

in 1985.   

Though the votes were over-

whelmingly in favor of the 

amendment, we were simply 

unable to get enough votes 

cast to meet state law require-

ments.  As a consequence, 

based on a legal opinion, there 

is currently no legal way to pay 

for a guard at one gate and not 

at another.  

So we’re left with several op-

tions, each of which would 

increase the current hours of 

our roving patrol. 

We’ll be considering this mat-

ter further at our next board 

meeting.  We thank all of you 

who provided input to us as 

The last Lakes Newsletter 

contained an article on secu-

rity with suggestions on how 

we can all make ourselves 

and our neighbors more 

secure.  It also con-

tained a 

S e c u r i t y 

Q u e s t i o n -

naire for each 

household to fill out 

and return.  We then 

followed up with a 

separate mailing to 

all homeowners. 

We received 

responses from 87 of 

the 300 properties or 29%.  

The responses were quite 

mixed as shown in the table 

below.  The 87 people checked 

a total of 127 boxes. 

By far the most popular choice 

of those who responded was 

to make no changes to our 

current 10-hour 

nightly roving 

patrol.  But, 

though this was 

the most popu-

lar choice, it was 

not the majority 

choice.  There 
were  more 

requests to make 

“some” change 

(82) than to do 

nothing (45).  So it appears 

that the majority of responses 

were for some kind of change. 

we consider what will be best 

for our community. 

If you have not already submit-

ted your questionnaire, you 

can still do so, but the deadline 

to have them submitted is 
September 23rd.  Please drop 

off your completed question-

naire at Benchmark’s Lakes 

office: 8685 West Sahara Ave., 

Suite 280.  It’s conveniently 

located in The Lakes area right 

behind Outback Steakhouse. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

The Lakes Association 

Board of Directors: 

Greg Toussaint 
Burt Steinberg 
Willem Venter 
Harry Kallick 
Pat Murphy 

Questionnaire Responses 

Choice Count Percent 

Satisfied - (No change) 45 35% 

Random patrols ($7-15) 21 17% 

16-hr patrol ($15-20) 10 8% 

2 patrols from 6PM-4AM ($25-30) 12 9% 

24-hr patrol ($35-40) 20 16% 

24-hr guarded gate ($14K per gate) 19 15% 
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Beach View Starts Neighborhood Watch Program 

After attending Metro’s 

Neighborhood Watch meeting at 

the Yacht Club, Beach View 

Estates residents responded by 

o r g a n i z i n g  t h e i r  o w n 

Neighborhood Watch group.  

Spearheaded by Cindy Coletti 

who is now their Coordinator/

Block Captain, each street now 

has their own Block Captain 

and participating neighbors.   

Per the outlined program from 

the Las Vegas Metropolitan 

Police Department, they held 

two meetings, encouraged 

interest from neighbors and 

had Carol Ferranti from 

Metro's Neighborhood Watch 

program give a talk.   

They are now officially 

enrolled in the program and 

will soon have a sign going up 

at their entrance, but better 

than that, they will be 

neighbors, watching out for 

each other and knowing what 

to do if they see something or 

someone that looks suspicious.   

If you want to learn more 

about putting a Neighborhood 

Watch together in your 

neighborhood, Cindy will be 
happy to talk to you at 254-

1746.  

This article was written by Cindy 

Coletti. 

palm trees only once each year 

on October 1.   

So if you have tall palm trees 

with brown fronds, now’s a 

good time to call your tree-

trimming service and have 
them taken care of.  That way 

you’ll avoid getting one of 

those annoying letters from 

When palm trees get over 

fifteen feet tall, it’s very costly 

to have them trimmed by a 

professional tree trimming 

service.  To minimize the hard-

ship on owners and still keep 

our community looking its 

best, The Lakes Association 

has a policy of inspecting tall 

Time to Trim Your Palm Trees 

the Association. 

Palm tree shorter than fifteen 

feet must be kept trimmed 

year round. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

proved the Right Turn.   

It just shows that if people get 

involved, they can make a dif-

ference.  The residents of our 

community have made a differ-

ence.   

Let’s all hope for a favorable 

court ruling. 

Donna Toussaint 

Departures from McCarran 

have been flying the Right Turn 

route over our homes for 18 

months now.  Many people 

have given up hope that any-

thing can be done about it.  

Well not so fast! 

Thanks to the grassroots ef-

forts of many Lakes residents 

and others living under the 

Right Turn flight path, we were 

successful in getting the City of 

Las Vegas to support us.  They 

filed a complaint against the 

FAA in the U.S. 9th Circuit 

So Where do we Stand with the Right Turn? 

Court of Appeals in San Fran-

cisco and after a year of wait-

ing, the Court has finally 

scheduled oral arguments on 

October 22, 2008.   

The wheels of justice do turn 
slowly, but this is exciting 

news.  It means that finally 

after almost three years, we’ll 

get our complaints heard by an 

impartial court instead of a 

biased bureaucracy.  We’re 

optimistic that the court will 

agree that the FAA violated 

federal law when they ap-
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors 

passing along recommenda-

tions made by your neighbors. 

Do you have a vendor that 

does great work?  If so, why 

not recommend them to your 

neighbors?  If you’d like to 
recommend someone, just 

send us their name, phone 

number and what their spe-

cialty is.  We’ll be glad to list it 

in our next issue.  Please email 

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o 

greg@global-markets.com. 

People often ask who they 

should use for home services.  

The Lakes Association doesn’t 

qualify or recommend vendors, 

but some homeowners have 

sent us a list of vendors that 

they like.   

As a service to our homeown-

ers, we’ve decided to publish a 

list of such vendors.  Please 

understand that The Lakes 

Association assumes no liability 

for the actual performance of 

these vendors.  We’re merely 

Our list is on the honor system.  

We’ll list anyone that a home-

owner sends to us, but If any 

homeowner sends us a com-

plaint about a vendor, we’ll 

unconditionally remove them 

from future lists. 

 

We thank Stan & Diane Goldfarb 

their contributions to the list. 

Air Conditioning & Heating 

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating 

734-7750 

 
Decorative Rock: 

Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rock—

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply 

896-2070 

 

Handyman (& home prep for 

resale): 

Val Dimitro 

286-0323 

 

Housekeeping: 

Emmajean Kinnett 

375-3808 

 

Landscape Design: 

Allen Berry 

743-6666 

 

Lighting and Fans: 

Northern Lights 

438-6600  

www.northernlighslv.com 

 

 

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers: 

Install Pro  

642-6669  

Matt 205-0821 

 

Nurseries: 

Moon Valley Nursery  

Don or Juan 

735-8733  

www.moonvalleynursery.com 

 

Turner Greenhouse Cactus 

Dave & Kris Turner 

645-2032 

 

 

Painters (Artist/Faux): 

Finishes Unlimited 

454-0287   

Greg 768-6801 

 

 

Brad Fisher 

338-7982 

 

Patio Furniture: 

Classico Patio Furniture  

602-268-7442 

www.classicopatiofurniture.com 

 

Pest Control: 

Pro-Tech Pest Service 

898-7677 

 

Pool Repair : 

Pool Sharks 

477-7665 

 

Pool Re-plasterers: 

BND Pool Plaster Specialist 

644-8980 

www.bndplastering.com 

 

Sprinkler Installation: 

Moon-Sun Landscapes  

Mark Brightwell  

464-6780 

 

Tree Trimming: 

First choice Tree Service 

564-1998 

 

Window Replacement: 

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop 

368-2687  

 

Wood Floor installers: 

Classic Floor Covering  

John Black  

353-5374 

from lawn runoff.  Lawn fertil-

izer happens to be equally 

good at growing algae.  It also 

comes from bird droppings.  

There is no practical way to 

remove these nutrients from 

the water. 

Algae is the entire food source 

for our lake.  We don’t have 

to feed the fish because Mother 

Nature does the job for us.  

Without algae there would be 

no fish, turtles or waterfowl 

because they would have noth-

ing to eat.   

So what do we do?  When the 

algae gets bad, we use natural 

vegetable dye to give the lake a 

bluer, less green hue.  This also 

reduces the amount of sunlight 

(Continued from page 2) 

While our lake maintenance 

crew can pick up debris that’s 

floating in the lake (like trash 

bags, seat cushions, bottles, 

etc.), there’s really no effective 

way to skim scum off the sur-

face of a 30-acre lake. 

We’ve installed water sprin-

klers in the common areas at 

the ends of the fingers.  They 

spray out over the lake surface 

periodically and this causes 

some of the scum to sink to 

the bottom of the lake.  It’s 

not perfect but it does help.  

You can do the same with 

your garden hose.  Ultimately, 

the scum disappears when the 

wind blows. 

We’re proud that the U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service and the Ne-

vada Department of Wildlife 

found our lake to be so healthy 

that reaches the lake bottom, 

which helps slow algae growth. 

At peak times, the algae may 

grow faster than the fish can 

consume it.  When that hap-

pens, the algae builds up and it 
can look unsightly.  But it’s not 

rotting or decaying; it’s alive 

and waiting to be consumed by 

the fish.  Some days the fish 

just get little behind in their 

job, but they soon catch up 

and the lake looks great again. 

Scum.  When the wind is 

calm for a few days, we some-

times see a scummy appear-

ance on the surface of the lake.  

What is this?  Well it’s lots of 

things.  It’s pollen, grass clip-

pings, leaves, dust and it’s 

sometimes algae too.  This 

scum tends to collect at the 

ends of the fingers of the lake. 

that they were willing to en-

trust over 200 federal endan-

gered species Razorback 

Suckerfish to our protection.   

Whew!  If you’ve read this far, 

we hope it’s been informative.  
If you have any questions 

please contact us through 

Benchmark. 

Your Lake Oversight Commit-

tee: 

Mike Brown 
P. J. Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
Willem Venter 
John Wilson 
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Boat Sales & Services 

Duffy Electric Boats 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 

Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 

Local:  Las Vegas Electric Boats 
Scott Dockswell 
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net 

ElectraCraft 
2251 Townsgate Road 

Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 

www.electracraft.com 

Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 

871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

The Lakes Committees 
Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Ed Vega 

John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

Sharon Woods 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Patrick Murphy 

Jim & Charla Palmer 

Stephen Sorrentino 

 

 

 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 

Harry Kallick 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

Mike Brown 

P. J. Conte 

Jim Palmer 

Greg Toussaint, Chairman 

Willem Venter 

John Wilson 

Architectural Review Committee: 

Dave Dudzinski 

Marcy Kallick, Chairwoman 

Wayne Schmidtberger 

Stephen Sorrentino 

Laura Tousseau 

 

The Lakes Community Calendar 

September 18, 6:00 p.m. 

Lakes Association Annual Member’s Meeting 

Canyon Gate Country Club 

September 25, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

October 23, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

December 13, 12:00 noon 
2008 Lakes Festival of Lights 

 
January 22, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

February 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

March 26, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

Residents often ask where they 

can buy a boat or how they 

can get their boat serviced.  

We have two companies that 

are authorized by The Lakes 

Association to sell and service 

boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 

Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  

Both companies have local 

representatives that offer ex-

cellent boats. 

Important note.  The Lakes Asso-

ciation accepts no responsibility 

for the quality of any product or 

service offered by these compa-

nies. 

Lose Something? 
Our windy weather often blows things into the lake.  When our 

lake maintenance crew finds personal property floating in the lake, 

they store it for 90 days.  If you’ve lost lawn furniture, seat cush-

ions, pool toys, etc. you may be able to get them back.  Just call 

Danny Sims at 461-0477 and he’ll let you know if he has your items. 

Join a Lakes Committee 

Those who serve on the vari-

ous Lakes Association Com-

mittees provide a valuable 

service to our community.  

They volunteer their time and 

talents to help improve our 

community and we appreciate 

their contributions. 

If you’re interested in being on 

any of these committees, 

please send a letter, fax or e-

mail to our Community Man-

ager Michelle Duncan.  Her 

contact information is listed on 

the back page of this newslet-

ter.  Let us know which com-

mittee interests you, and then 

tell us a little about yourself 

and why you’d like to be on 

the committee.  We will be 

glad to add you to a list for a 

future committee opening. 



www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 933-4875, or 795-3344 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 

Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 

every month (except No-

vember and December). 

Time:  All meetings begin at 

6:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Benchmark Assn. Services - 
Lakes Branch 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 

Suite 280 

Las Vegas, NV  89117 

(Behind Outback) 

 

Board meetings are open to all 

members of the Association.  

At the start of each meeting 

members are given an oppor-

tunity to provide their com-

ments and input to the board.  

We encourage you to attend. 

Board of Directors 
 

Greg Toussaint, President 

Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer 

Harry Kallick, Director 

Pat Murphy, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 

Our Manager: 

Michelle Duncan 

 933-4875, or 795-3344 

 933-4876 (fax) 
MDuncan@benchmarkproperties.net 

 

 

Roving Patrol: 

(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 

Securitas Security Services 

 210-8377 
Notice.   

This notice is provided to all 

member-owners in accordance 

with Nevada State law.  Copies 

of the Meeting Minutes and 

Agendas are 
available upon 

request from our 

management at 

additional cost. 

In addition, the 

minutes of each 

meeting may be downloaded 

from our website at no cost. 


