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From the Editor:  

Itõs Spring again and time for us 

all to get outdoors and start 

enjoying the wonderful 

weather and our beautiful 

community.   

The birds are chirping, the 

flowers are blooming and the 

fish are jumping.  So charge the 

battery and get out in your 

boat.  Or dust off those walk-

ing shoes and enjoy the beauti-

ful trails in The Lakes commu-

nity. 

Weõre honored that our City 

Councilman, Steve Wolfson 

has offered to write a quarterly 

article in The Lakes Newsletter.  

Through Councilman's Corner 

heõll keep us better informed 

about our City.  In this article, 

he not only communicates 

with us, he encourages us all to 

get involved and communicate 

with him. 

For a shot of patriotism and 

national pride, please make it a 

point to attend the upcoming 

Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 

on May 26th.  Youõll be glad you 

did. 

Water rates are increasing at a 

rapid pace.  This issue explains  

whatõs happening to water 

costs and how itõs affecting 

homeownersõ assessments. 

I hope you enjoy the newslet-

ter.  Please let me know if you 

have any questions about this 

issue or if you have ideas for 

future articles. 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeown-

ers association?  Would you 

like to contribute an article to 

the next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 
a line.  We'll be glad to answer 

your questions.  And we'll do 

our best to make room for 

your article. 

Questions &  

Comments?  

www.LakesAssociation.com  

Got Color?  

To save the Association 

money, we always print the 

newsletter in black and white.  

But you can get it in color on 

your computer.  Just go to The 

Lakes Association website and 

click on the òNews at The 

Lakesó button. 

We hope you enjoy the color 

photos! 

One of Our Newest Lakes Residents ñ a White Amur Grass Carp 

Grass Carp to the Rescue!  

Many years ago, we stocked 

Lake Sahara with 300 White 

Amur Grass Carp, and for the 

past twenty years theyõve 

grown huge while keeping 

grass and algae under control 

in our lake.  Youõve probably 

seen these big 3-4 foot long 

guys cruising around the edge 

of the lake, weighing as much 

as 50 lbs. 

The problem is that they donõt 

reproduce.  By federal law, 

grass carp have to be neutered 

prior to entering any body of 

water.  Itõs not fun for the 

fishé but it keeps our lake 

from being overrun with wild 

carp like you see in places like 

Lake Mead.  Unfortunately, as 

time has passed, weõve lost 

many of them due to: old age, 

disease, boat propellers and 

fishermen.   

The Lake Oversight Committee 

(LOC) believes that the increase 

in algae that weõve seen over 

the past 2-3 summers may be 

partly due to having fewer  

carp in the lake.  Thatõs why 

the LOC recently stocked Lake 

Sahara with 100 new grass 

carp.  They should help keep 

the algae under control, and 
we may add more in coming 

years as the budget permits. 

Fishermené if you should 

accidentally catch a carp, 

please be gentle with it and be 

sure to return it to the lake as 

soon as possible.  They play an 

essential part in keeping our 

lake healthy, and theyõre very 

expensive to replace.  We 

appreciate your cooperation.  

And the carp will thank you 

too.  J 
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Introducingé Councilman's Corner 

Letõs Communicate in '08 

As your representative on the 

Las Vegas City Council, I feel it 

is very important that we have 

an open line of communication.  

In order to represent you in 

the best possible way, I en-

courage you to contact me if 

you have concerns, questions 

or suggestions that I may be 

able to assist you with.  There 

are several ways we can com-

municate in 2008: 

1. Call my City Hall office at 

229-6405 

2. E-mail me at swolf-

son@lasvegasnevada.gov 

3. Subscribe to the monthly 

Ward 2 Community Cor-

ner e-newsletter to receive 

updates and information via 

e-mail each month 

4. Logon and participate in 

one of our monthly online 

Town Hall meetings 

5. Attend our community 

meetings and events 

throughout the year 

6. Attend the annual Ward 2 

Information Fair in the 

spring 

For more information, visit my 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

w w w . l a s v e g a s n e v a d a . g o v /

Government/Ward2.htm. 

I look forward to hearing from 

you, and I am honored to 

serve you on the Las Vegas 

City Council.  Remember, we 

are here for you, so "Let's 

Communicate in '08" 

Sincerely, 

Steve Wolfson 
Councilman, Ward 2 

6th  Annual Memorial Day Ceremony at The Lakes  

The Lakes community will host 

the 6th Annual Lakes Memorial 

Day Ceremony in The Lakes 

South Park.  It will be con-

ducted jointly by the American 

Legion Post 76 and the Fleet 

Reserve Association Branch 90.   

The ceremony will begin at 

11:00 a.m. on Monday May, 

26.   

Dignitaries have been invited 

to speak during the ceremony.  

Past speakers have included: 

Congressional Representatives, 

County Commissioners, City 

Council members, 

State Sena-

tors and 

members 

of the State As-

sembly.  Weõre sure to 

have some excellent 

speakers. 

Your attendance is respect-

fully requested.  Please come 

went before them, is an unfor-

gettable experience.   

The color guard, the tolling of 

the bell, the bugle paying taps 

and the memorial wreath 

placed on the waters of Lake 
Sahara ñ they just might bring 

a tear to your eye, and it may 

help us all to remember why 

weõre so proud to be Ameri-

cans. 

So mark your calendar and 

bring a friend. 

 

Note. Seating is limited so, if you 

can, please bring folding chairs. 

out to honor our veterans of 

past wars, and also to support 

the brave service men and 

women currently serving our 

country.  They have fought and 

still fight today to protect our 

national freedoms and our 

American way of life. 

People often ask what things 

make The Lakes community so 

special.  Well this event is one 

of those things.   

Itõs held under the trees in a 

beautiful park at the south end 

of our lake.  The American 

Legion and Fleet Reserve con-

duct a solemn yet moving 

ceremony which pays tribute 

to those who gave their lives 

to protect our nation.   

Sitting in the park among 

neighbors and local veterans 

while listening to dignitaries 

express their feelings about 

our troops and those who 
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bill. 

2. Adjustments to rate 

tiers.   A tier is the amount 

of water you receive at a 

specified rate. The new 

rates reflect the first of 

several phased adjustments 

designed to charge all single

-family residential custom-

ers the same rate for the 
same amount of water use, 

regardless of meter size. 

This adjustment will affect 

single-family residential 

customers with a ¾-inch 

meter and larger. 

3. Graduated increases to 

tier pricing.   Conserva-

tion continues to drive the 

districtõs rate structure. 

The more water you use, 

the higher the cost. The 

Citizens Advisory Committee 

recommended applying a 

higher percentage of the 

rate increase to higher 

levels of water use, to em-

phasize the need for con-

servation. While the in-

creases apply to each of 

the four rate tiers, rates 

gradually escalate at each 

to tier to send a strong 

New Water Rates Now In Effect  

òpricing signaló to heavier 

water users and minimize 

impact to those with low 

to moderate water use. 

While drought conditions per-

sist throughout Southern Ne-

vada, our community has made 

real progress in its water-

conservation goals. Recently, 

the Southern Nevada Water 

Authority celebrated 100 million 

square feet of grass conver-

sions since 1999, the equiva-

lent to more than 1,700 foot-

ball fields. To further reduce 

water use, residents and busi-

nesses alike can participate in 

conservation rebate programs 

offered by the SNWA. 

Visit lvvwd.com, where you 
will find a Rate Calculator to 

help assess how this rate in-

crease may impact you. Youõll 

also find answers to most-

frequently asked rate ques-

tions. 

 

This article was written by, and re-
printed with the permission of, the 

Las Vegas Valley Water District. 

The Las Vegas Valley Water 

District Board of Directors 

recently approved new water 

rates for all customers, effec-

tive with April water bills re-

flecting March usage. 

The increase was the result of 

active public participation of a 

broad-based, 14-member Citi-

zens Advisory Committee which 

recommended the increase to 

promote water conservation, 

to meet revenue requirements, 

and ensure the districtõs finan-

cial integrity. 

The three main components to 

the increase include: 

1. Inc reased Serv ice 

Charge.   The Citizens 

Advisory Committee recom-
mended increasing the 

month service charge to 

more closely reflect the 

actual service-related costs. 

For a customer on a com-

mon 5/8-inch meter, this 

equates to an increase of 

$2.02 a month ð from $.04 

to $6.06. The service 

charge is based on the size 

of your meter which may 

be found on your monthly 

New Water Rates Force Assessment Increase  

The Las Vegas Valley Water 

District has just imposed the 

largest-ever rate increase ef-

fective April 1, 2008.  Sadly, 

this has forced the Association 

to increase homeowners as-

sessments (dues) to pay the 

increased cost of water to fill 

our lake. 

Over the past twenty years, 

the Water Districtõs rates have 

increased by an average of 6% 

annually.  Expecting a larger 

increase this year, the board of 

directors budgeted for an 8% 

increase in water cost for 

2008.   

Unfortunately, the Water Dis-

Raising assessments is never a 

pleasant thing to do, but we 

hope you can appreciate the 

necessity of this action. 

Letõs all cross our fingers and 

hope that next year the Water 

District is kinder to us. 

trict actually raised our rates 

by 18%, and as a result it will 

cost all of us almost $50,000 

more to fill our lake in 2008. 

Unlike the federal government, 

we cannot spend more money 
than we take in.  Obviously the 

lake must be filled, and unfor-

tunately itõs going to cost a lot 

more this year than last. 

To cover a part of this cost, 

the Association has been 

forced to increase lake front-

age assessments to all our 

homeowners.  The monthly 

statement you will receive in 

April (for the month of May) 

will reflect this increase. 
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Rules for New Boats  

need to supply to the Associa-

tion written evidence of liabil-

ity insurance covering the boat 

in limits of no less than 

$500,000 combined single limit 

o r  $25 0 ,0 00 /$50 0 ,0 00 /

$250,000 split limits.  Such 

evidence must name "The 

Lakes Association" as an addi-

tional insured.  These insur-

ance requirements also apply 

to small pedal boats, kayaks, 

etc.   

Remember, the use of inflat-

able boats, floats and rafts is 

prohibited on Lake Sahara. 

Residents that do not have an 

approved dock location may 

still use Lake Sahara for boat-

ing purposes, but they must 

remove their boat from the 

lake and store it out of sight 

when it's not in use. 

If you wish to dock your boat 

at another homeownerõs dock, 

the Association must have a 

letter on file signed by the 

owner of the dock which au-

thorizes you to moor your 

As members of The Lakes Asso-

ciation, we're all entitled to use 

Lake Sahara for fishing and 

boating.  There's a simple 

process that governs the 

introduction of boats 

onto our lake.   

Before any boat may 

enter the lake, it must 

be approved by the 

Association.  This 

protects the Associa-

tion (which is all of 

us) from potential 

financial liability and 

it also allows us to 

protect the appear-

ance and health of our 

lake.   

All you have to do 

is submit a New Boat Applica-

tion (available from Bench-

mark).  Your application must 

contain a full description and a 

color photograph of your boat.  

It must also identify the perma-

nent docking location for your 

boat.   

Prior to approval, you will 

boat there. 

Any boat entering our lake for 

the first time, must be in-

spected and cleaned to ensure 

itõs free of quagga mussels. 

If you're planning to buy a 

boat, please contact our Man-

ager and get the application 

process started as soon as 

possible so it can be approved 

in advance.  Don't wait until 

the day your boat is due to 

arrive, because it won't be 

admitted onto the lake without 

proper authorization.  It's for 

all our protection. 

Once your boat has been ad-

mitted, our lake maintenance 

crew will arrange to place a 

registration sticker on it.  In 
the event that your boat 

breaks loose from its moor-

ings, this sticker will identify 

your boat so it can be re-

turned to you. 

Along with living in a com-

munity comes obligations.  

We live in close proximity 

to one another, and what 

we do on our own 

property can have an 

unintended impact on 

our neighbors, and 

vice-versa.  We all want 

to be good neighbors but 

sometimes we may fall 

short without really mean-

ing to.  For exampleé 

Does your dog continually 

bark at every boat that 

passes by?   

Do you leave your dog in the 

back yard unattended?  You 

may not realize it but your 

barking dog may be ruining 

your neighborsõ enjoyment of 

the lake, and more importantly 

their quiet use of their own 

back yards.  Please quiet your 

dog when it barks and never 

leave it alone in a backyard 

that faces the lake.   

Remember that for safety rea-

sons the entire shoreline must 

be kept safe for stranded boat-

ers.  An aggressive dog along 

the lakefront is a hazard to 

public safety.  It could also 

result in a financial liability to 

an owner if their dog attacked 

a wayward boater who 

stepped in the back yard. 

Is your sidewalk clear?   

On trash days, some home-

owners place their trash cans 

on the sidewalk rather than in 

the street.  Occasionally cars 

are parked so that the sidewalk 

is blocked.   

Blocked sidewalks force 

neighbors to walk out in the 

street.  This can be a particular 
problem for people with stroll-

ers or those who are disabled.  

Whenever possible, please 

keep your sidewalk clear.  

Place your trash cans in the 

street next to the gutter. 

Do unto othersé  

The Golden Rule is still the best 

rule.  We all live together in 

one community.  What we do 

has an impact on others and 

their actions impact us as well.  

So letõs all be thoughtful 

neighbors. 

Follow the Good Neighbor Policy  




