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From the Editor:

We kicked off summer at The
Lakes with a touching Memo-
rial Day service in The Lakes
South Park. If you weren’t
there you missed a moving and
patriotic event with several

local dignitaries.

For everything you ever
wanted to know about our
drinking water — and more,
check out the report from the
Southern Nevada Water Author-
ity. Councilman Steve Wolfson
updates us on all the fun hap-
pening downtown in Council-

man’s Corner On page 3.

The residents of Beach View
Estates did it again!  Their
annual block party was another
big success. What a great way

to get to know your neighbors!

Need a new landscaper? How
about a tree trimmer? Need a
painter? But whom to choose?
Well we may have some an-
swers for you. Thanks to the
recommendations of some of
our neighbors, we've listed
some people you might want

to call.

Crime is a major focus in this
issue. If you don’t already
know, we've had an increase in
crime recently within  The
Lakes community. With
Metro’s help we held a very
informative Community Safety
Meeting for all residents.
There’s a lot we can all do to
take a bite out of crime and
this issue covers a lot of
ground. The most important
thing is to secure your home
and to be alert and report
anything unusual that you see

in our community.

With everyone’s help we can
truly reduce crime in The
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the information and then get GOt COIO r: Questlons &

involved. We urge you to join Comments?

with your neighbors and form
a Neighborhood Watch group

on your street.

By working together we can all
make a difference.

ey

Greg Toussaint, Editor

To save the Association
money, we always print the
newsletter in black and white.
But you can get it in color on
your computer. Just go to The
Lakes Association website and
click on the “News at The

Lakes” button.

We hope you enjoy the color
photos!

Do you have a question about
your community or homeown-
ers association? Would you
like to contribute an article to

the next Lakes Newsletter?

If so, please drop our Manager
a line. We'll be glad to answer
your questions. And we'll do
our best to make room for

your article.

www.LakesAssociation.com
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Congressman John Porter

iy

Assemblywoman Valerie Weber

6" Annual Memorial Day Ceremony at The Lakes

A beautiful and stirring Memo-
rial Day service was held in
The Lakes Community on May
28th. It was jointly conducted
by the American Legion and the

Fleet Reserve.
The guest speakers were:

e lcdr. Greg Futch, USN
Commanding, Navy Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Cen-

ter

e Nevada Congressman
John Porter

e State Senator Barbara
Cegavske
e Assemblywoman Valerie

Weber

e City Councilman Steve

Wolfson.
The Centennial High School.
INROTC Color Guard pre-
sented the colors.

Our own Stephen Sorrentino
sang a stirring rendition of our
National Anthem. While two
buglers played “Taps” in the
background, another Lakes
resident Jack Ford (past Dep-
uty Commander of the Nevada
American Legion) placed a
floral wreath on the waters of
Lake Sahara in honor of those
who have made the supreme

sacrifice for our county.

We hope to see you at next
year’s ceremony.

State Senator Barbara
Cegavske

Stephen Sorrentino sings the
National Anthem

Councilman Steve
Wolfson

SNWA Releases Water Quality Report

The Southern Nevada Water Author-
ity (SNWA), as the provider of
water throughout Southern Ne-
vada, is as concerned about water
quality as its customers. To assure
consumers about the reliability of
treatments used to protect them
from water-borne illnesses, the Las
Vegas Valley Water District will
release its annual quality report in

June.

As always, the SNWA continues to
surpass federal drinking water
guidelines, as mandated by the Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA) of 1974
(and amendments made in 1986
and 1996). This means treating the
water while simultaneously pro-

tecting its source.

Water delivered from Lake Mead
first goes through ozonation, a
process that kills potentially harm-
ful microorganisms. A multistage
filtration system then removes
particles from the water and finally,
a miniscule amount of chlorine is
added to protect pipelines from
corrosion. The SNWA tests thou-
sands of water samples daily, com-

pleting up to a half-million analyses.
Testers look for 120 regulated and
unregulated potential contami-
nants, many of which are not found

in Las Vegas’ water.

To protect Lake Mead from con-
taminants, the SNWA has teamed
with the Clean Water Coalition and
other organizations to monitor
potential outside sources of con-
tamination. To protect customers
further, backflow prevention as-
semblies are installed all through-
out the valley to keep pollutants

from flowing into drinking water.

The SNWA stays ahead of the
curve by removing an exponen-
tially larger contaminant concen-
tration than required by the
SDWA. Beyond that, the SNWA
has researched concentrations of
pharmaceuticals in public water for
more than a decade — while the
issue has only recently become
prominent in national news. Due
to recent technological advance-
ments, contaminants in water can
be detected into the quadrillionth

decimal point range.

It is important to keep in mind that
the presence of a contaminant is
not necessarily harmful to humans;
rather, the concentration deter-
mines toxicity — just as too much
iron can lead to bloodstream poi-
soning, though smaller doses of the
element have no negative effect.
With this in mind, the amount of
pharmaceutical waste remnants in
drinking water is comparable to a
drop in 20, 2-meter (a little over 6
feet) deep Olympic-size swimming
pools. Regardless, the SNWA is
still hard at work determining
whether this has any effect on
human metabolic systems and if so,
how to reduce the levels in South-

ern Nevada’s water.

For additional information about
water quality and water-treatment
methods, visit SNWA.com

This article reprinted with permission from
the Southern Nevada Water Authority
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Councilman's Corner

Have you been downtown lately? Some very exciting things are happening, and if you
haven’t had a chance to be part of the transformation, you might want to make the trip
east in our valley and discover what’s new. From great family opportunities, to an
exciting nightlife, downtown Las Vegas is making a name for itself.

FAMILY FUN--THE CULTURAL CORRIDOR:

Located just north of downtown is a cultural hub featuring seven institutions:
Cashman Center, the Las Vegas Library, the Las Vegas Natural History Museum, Lied
Discovery Children’s Museum, The Neon Museum, the Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort and
State Historic Park, and the Reed Whipple Cultural Center. Within this cultural
corridor, you can find a collection of neon signs that define pop culture, marvel at the
sight of animated dinosaurs, share in bilingual storytelling, participate in a hands-on
science experiment and catch a trade show featuring antiques or classic cars.

NIGHTLIFE--FREMONT EAST DISTRICT:

Located in the heart of downtown, the Fremont East District sits adjacent to the popular
tourist attraction, Fremont Street Experience, which was visited by 18.7 million people
last year.

The transformation of the three blocks of Fremont Street from Las Vegas Boulevard to
Eighth Street is something you have to experience to appreciate.
The improvements to this new entertainment district were
completed in the fall of 2007, and include: wider sidewalks and
more pedestrian-friendly streets, improved landscaping, lighted
gateways and four 40-foot-tall retro-looking neon signs. The
streetscape improvements, non-gaming nightclubs, cocktail lounges

and entertainment hotspots make the downtown area more inviting

and encourage both residents and tourists to make it their nightlife destination.

FIRST FRIDAYS AND MORE--THE ARTS DISTRICT:

In downtown Las Vegas’ Arts District you will find an eclectic mix of galleries, one-of-a-
kind stores, and restaurants just a short walk or bus ride from Fremont Street.
Known as “18b,” the Las Vegas Arts District is located immediately south of downtown
Las Vegas in an area bounded by Commerce Street, Hoover Avenue, Fourth Street and
Las Vegas Boulevard (at Charleston) and Colorado Avenue.

The name, "18b," represents the original Arts District area, which consisted of 18
blocks. Today, the Arts District area has grown beyond those original 18 blocks and is
a classic urban mix of residential, commercial and cultural uses that will continue to
grow as the hub of the arts scene in Las Vegas.

On the first Friday of each month, an arts and cultural event is held in the district.
“First Friday” is a festive environment with food and beverage vendors, bands
performing in the streets and artists displaying their works. The city of Las Vegas
partners with the Arts District during First Friday events. The city provides free rides
on city of Las Vegas arts buses between all First Friday stops.

I hope to see you downtown this summer...there’s definitely something for everyone.

If you have any questions, or need assistance, please call my office at 229-2420 or e-
mail me at: swolfson@lasvegasnevada.gov.

Sincerely,

Steve Wolfson

Las Vegas City Councilman, Ward 2
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Crime OnThe Rise

We recently learned that
there’s been an increase in
crime within our community.
Between May 4" and June 19"
we experienced two burglar-
ies, an attempted burglary and

a car theft.

As soon as we discovered
what was happening, The Lakes
Association sent a letter to
each resident of our commu-
nity advising them of the crime
problem and suggesting some
things they can do to protect

themselves.

We also invited all our resi-
dents to a Community Safety
Meeting which was held at the
Lake Sahara Yacht Club on June
19" About sixty members of
our community turned out for
a very informative meeting
with the Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department. Our roving
security patrol company, Secu-
ritas was also there to answer

questions.

Metro Captain Jim Dixon of
the Southwest Area Command
gave a very interesting presen-
tation to the group. He ex-
plained that people living in
gated communities often de-
velop a false sense of security
because they think that gates
and fences will keep criminals
out. The fact is that gated
communities, even those with
a guard at the gate, are only an

inconvenience to criminals.
Recently, a neighboring
“country club” community

with 24-hour guards and rov-
ing patrols had problems simi-
lar to those we’re having now
day. Gated communities are

not immune to crime.

Secure Your Home. Cap-
tain Dixon recommended that
residents secure their homes
just as they would if there
were no fences or gates.
Criminals are looking for the
easiest and quickest target.
Each thing you do to make
their job harder, makes it

more likely they’ll go some-
where else.

Neighborhood Watch.
One of the best deterrents to
crime is watchful neighbors.
Dixon recommended that our
residents start Neighborhood
Watch programs in each gate.
It’'s very easy to do, just call
the Crime Prevention Detail at
828-8504 or email
C7859f@Ilvmpd.com. You can
also attend Neighborhood
Watch Informational Meetings
on the 2" and 4" Mondays of
each month at 6:00 p.m. at
Metro’s Southwest Area Com-
mand, located at 5925 Spring
Mountain Road. We urge all
of our residents to get in-
volved with their neighbors
and help make our com-

munity safer.

Other Steps You Should
Take. For more information
on how you can protect your-
self and your neighbors, please
read the article on page 8 enti-
tled Help Keep Our Community

Safe.

Video Camera Systems.
Dixon explained that video
camera systems can be useful
in identifying criminals after the
fact but if no one’s monitoring
the cameras, they won’t stop
people from entering the com-

munity.

Alarm Systems.  Captain
Dixon recommended alarm
systems as a useful deterrent.
If you already have an alarm
system, check with your com-
pany and make sure that their
first call is to your cell phone
and not your home phone.
That way they’ll reach you

whether your home or not.

If you don’t have an alarm
system now, consider getting
one. They’re not a guarantee,
but they do help deter crimi-

nals.

Metro. The Las Vegas Metro-
politan Police Department offers

a wealth of information. You
can visit the Southwest Area
Command (SWAC) office at
5925 Spring Mountain. There
are lots of programs for citizen
involvement. Or even easier,
just visit their website at

www.lvmpd.com.

Some homeowners have ex-
pressed concerns that they
don’t know when a crime is
committed in our community.
Metro doesn’t advise home-
owners (or even homeowner
associations) when crimes are
committed, but they do have
an excellent tool on their web-
site called CrimeView. Using
CrimeView you can search for
crimes in any area, by type of
crime and by date. The infor-
mation is displayed in an easy
to read map format. Give it a

try.

Signage. Captain Dixon sug-
gested that we put new signage
at each of our entrances to
assist Metro and Securitas in
removing intruders from our
community. These signs will
advise intruders that trespass-
ing and soliciting are prohibited
and that the community is
under video surveillance. We
are working with Metro, Secu-
ritas and Benchmark to deter-
mine what language is needed,
and we will soon be putting

the signs up.

More Security? We now
have Securitas roving patrols
from 6 p.m. to 4 am. Some
residents have suggested that
we increase our security pa-
trols but of course this would
cost all of us more money.
We need your input to deter-
mine what security services if
any we should add. You can’t
be heard if you don’t partici-
pate, so please fill out the Secu-
rity Questionnaire on the facing
page and mail it to the Associa-

tion.

We appreciate your help on
this important subject.
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Attention:
Security Questionnaire

ASSOCIATION ASSOCIATION

Dear Neighbor,

Recently there has been an increase in crime incidents within our community, and a number of residents have suggested
that we should expand our existing security services to help deter crime. There are various approaches to consider and
each has an associated cost to homeowners, so we’d like your guidance in deciding what if anything the Association should

do to enhance security in our community.

Please review each of the choices below carefully. Place a check mark next to each statement that you are in agreement

with.

Please check all the boxes that you agree with. If you don’t check a particular box, we will assume that you do not

want that option under any circumstances. We will assume that you are in favor of all the options that you check.

Please sign below and print your name and address so that your views can be officially recorded. Then: fold this page in
half, seal it with adhesive tape, put a postage stamp on it and drop it in the mail to Benchmark.

Thank you for your assistance; we appreciate your advice on this important issue.

The Lakes Association Board of Directors

| am satisfied with our current roving security patrol from 6 p.m. to 4 am., and | do not wish to pay for additional
services at this time.

| want the Association to add 3-7 security patrols each day at random times, and | am willing to pay an additional
$7-$15 per month for this service. These patrols would be in addition to our current 10-hour nightly roving

patrol service.

| want the Association to extend our current 10-hour roving security patrol to 16-hours a day, and | am willing to
pay an additional $15-$20 per month for this service.

| want the Association to add a second roving security patrol from 6 p.m. to 4 am., and | am willing to pay an
additional $25-$30 per month for this service.

| want the Association to extend our current 10-hour roving security patrol to 24-hours a day, and | am willing to
pay an additional $35-$40 per month for this service.

OO oot

| want the Association to provide a 24-hour guard at my gate to control who enters my community, and | am
willing to share the cost for this service equally with all the other neighbors in my gate (approximately $14,000 per

month). Note. This does not apply to the South Shore Villas or Laguna Bay sub associations who manage their own gates.

Print Name: Signature:
Street: Comments:
City, ST, Zip:
Phone:
Email:




Seal here

Fold here

THE LA K-E S The Lakes Association

‘: c/o Benchmark Association Services
: 8685 West Sahara Avenue

ASSOCIATION Suite 280
Las Vegas, NV 89117
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Beach View Estates Holds Annual Block Party

On May 3" the residents of
Beach View Estates all got to-
gether for our annual block
party. We set up tables and
chairs in the street next to the
trees in the common area with
the lake as a beautiful back-
drop. It couldn’t have been a
better spot. It was a potluck
and we enjoyed some really

great food.

But what we enjoyed most was
just getting together with our
neighbors. It was a perfect
way to get to know each other
and learn about the people
with whom we share this beau-

tiful community.

We're looking forward to
doing it again next year. And
we encourage our neighbors in
the other gates to do the
same. It’s really easy! All you
have to do is pick a date and

time, choose a spot, make up a
flyer and drop it by all your
neighbors’ houses. The next
thing you know, people come
out of their doors and into the
street bearing food & drinks
and chairs & tables. And eve-

ryone has a great time.

According to Metro, the safest
neighborhoods are those
where the neighbors know
each other. So besides having
a great time, you'll be helping
to keep your community safe.
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors

People often ask who they
should use for home services.
The Lakes Association doesn’t
qualify or recommend such
vendors, but some homeown-
ers have sent us a list of ven-

dors that they like.

As a service to our homeown-
ers, we've decided to publish a
list of such vendors. Please
understand that The Lakes
Association assumes no liability
for the actual performance of
these vendors. We are merely

passing along recommenda-
tions made by your neighbors.

Do you have a vendor that
does great work? If so, why
not recommend them to your
neighbors? If you'd like to
recommend someone, just
send us their name, phone
number and what their spe-
cialty is. We'll be glad to list it
in our next issue. Please email
this information to

greg@global-markets.com.

This list is on the honor system.
We'll list anyone that a home-
owner sends to us, but If any
homeowner sends us a com-
plaint about a listed vendor,
we will unconditionally remove

them from future lists.

We thank PJ Conte, John Wilson
and Frank Dumont for their con-

tributions.

Air Conditioning & Heating
Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating
734-7750

Decorative Rock:
Boulders Flagstone Decorative
Rock—Boulder Placement Land-

scape Supply
896-2070

Landscape Design:

Allen Berry
743-6666

Lighting and Fans:

Northern Lights
438-6600

www.northernlighslv.com

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers:
Install Pro
642-6669
Matt 205-0821

Nurseries:
Moon Valley Nursery
Don or Juan
735-8733
www.moonvalleynursery.com

Turner Greenhouse Cactus
Dave & Kris Turner
645-2032

Painters (Artist/Faux):
Finishes Unlimited
454-0287
Greg 768-6801

Brad Fisher
338-7982

Patio Furniture:
Classico Patio Furniture
602-268-7442
www.classicopatiofurniture.com

Pest Control:
Pro-Tech Pest Service
898-7677

Pool Repair :
Pool Sharks
477-7665

Pool Re-plasterers:
BND Pool Plaster Specialist

644-8980
www.bndplastering.com

Sprinkler Installation:
Moon-Sun Landscapes
Mark Brightwell
464-6780

Tree Trimming:
First choice Tree Service
564-1998

Window Replacement:

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop
368-2687

Wood Floor installers:
Classic Floor Covering
John Black
353-5374

Help Keep Our Community Safe

Here are some things you can
do to protect yourself and

your neighbors:

e Leave lights on both inside
and outside your home.

o Keep all doors locked — all
the time.

o Keep garage door closed.

o Keep cars locked — even in
garage.

e Keep windows closed &
locked.

e Secure boats with locks.
e Report anything suspicious

to Metro (3-1-1. Better safe
than sorry.

e Watch for people in pedal
boats on the lake late at
night.

o |f you see anything that may
be a threat to a person or
property, dial 9-1-1 immedi-
ately.

e Don’t stop your newspaper

when planning a trip. Just
ask a neighbor to take your

paper in each day.

e Don’t ignore a stranger who
knocks at your door. Bur-

glars look for homes where
no one’s there. Don’t open
the door but tell them
loudly this is a private com-
munity, that no trespassing
is allowed, and that you are
calling Metro. Call Metro at
3-1-1 and give them a de-

scription of the intruder.

e Never give out gate codes
to anyone you don’t know,
no matter what excuse they
give. If they refuse to leave
the gate, call Metro at 3-1-1
and give them the license
plate number, make, and

model of the car.

e Do you remember whom
you’ve given out your gate
code to? Has your land-
scaper changed personnel
over the years? Call Bench-
mark and have your gate
code changed periodically.

e Don’t let other cars tailgate
in the gate behind you.

e After calling Metro, if it’s

between 6PM and 4AM, call
the Securitas patrol (210-

8377).
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Boat Sales & Services

Residents often ask where they
can buy a boat or how they
can get their boat serviced.
We have two companies that
are authorized by The Lakes
Association to sell and service
boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.
Both companies have local
representatives that offer ex-

cellent boats.

Important note. The Lakes Asso-
ciation accepts no responsibility
for the quality of any product or
service offered by these compa-

nies.

Duffy Electric Boats
17260 Muskrat Avenue

Adelanto, CA 92301

(800) 645-1044
www.duffyboats.com

Local: Las Vegas Electric Boats
Scott Dockswell
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net

ElectraCraft

2251 Townsgate Road
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(800) 221-2083
www.electracraft.com

Local: The Lakes Marina Company
www.jimnann.com/electricboats
Jim Sims

cdmimc@cox.net

871-8792

871-7095 Fax

Lose Something?

Our windy weather often blows things into the lake. When our
lake maintenance crew finds personal property floating in the lake,
they store it for 90 days. If you've lost lawn furniture, seat cush-
ions, pool toys, etc. you may be able to get them back. Just call

Danny Sims at 461-0477 and he’'ll let you know if he has your items.

The Lakes Community Calendar

July 24, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

August 28, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

September 18, 6:00 p.m.

Lakes Association Annual Member’s Meeting
Canyon Gate Country Club

September 25, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

October 23, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

December 13, 12-noon
2008 Lakes Festival of Lights

Join a Lakes Committee

Those who serve on the vari-
ous Lakes Association Com-
mittees provide a valuable
service to our community.
They volunteer their time and
talents to help improve our
community and we appreciate

their contributions.

If you’re interested in being on
any of these committees,
please send a letter, fax or e-
mail to our Community Man-
ager Michelle Duncan. Her
contact information is listed on
the back page of this newslet-
ter. Let us know which com-

mittee interests you, and then
tell us a little about yourself
and why you'd like to be on
the committee. We will be
glad to add you to a list for a

future committee opening.

The Lakes Committees

Beach View Estates Landscape: North Shore Estates Landscape:

P.J. Conte Harry Kallick
Jack Heywood Lake Oversight Committee:
Donna Toussaint Mike Brown
Ed Vega P.J. Conte
John Wilson Jim Palmer

Lakeview Landscape: Greg Toussaint, Chair
Louisa Gray Willem Venter
Sharon Woods John Wilson

Architectural Review Committee:
Dave Dudzinski
Marcy Kallick, Chair
Berton Severson
Stephen Sorrentino
Laura Tousseau

Lakes Estates Landscape:
Patrick Murphy
Jim & Charla Palmer
Stephen Sorrentino




Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice

Board of Directors
Meeting Notice

Day: The fourth Thursday of
every month (except No-

vember and December).
Time:  All meetings begin at
6:00 p.m.

Location:
Benchmark Assn. Services -
Lakes Branch
8685 West Sahara Avenue
Suite 280
Las Vegas, NV 89117
(Behind Outback)

Board meetings are open to all
members of the Association.
At the start of each meeting
members are given an oppor-
tunity to provide their com-
ments and input to the board.

We encourage you to attend.

Board of Directors

Greg Toussaint, President
Burt Steinberg, Vice President
Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer
Harry Kallick, Director
Pat Murphy, Director

Notice.
This notice is provided to all
member-owners in accordance
with Nevada State law. Copies
of the Meeting Minutes and
Agendas are
available upon
request from our
management at
additional cost.
In addition, the
minutes of each

meeting may be downloaded
from our website at no cost.

Important Contacts:

Our Manager:
Michelle Duncan
933-4875, or 795-3344
933-4876 (fax)

MDuncan@benchmarkproperties.net

Roving Patrol:
(6 p.m.to4am.)
Securitas Security Services
210-8377

ASSOCIATION

The Lakes Association

c/o Benchmark Association Services
8685 West Sahara Avenue

Suite 280

Las Vegas, NV 89117

Phone: 933-4875, or 795-3344
Fax:  933-4876

www.LakesAssociation.com




