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From the Editor: 

I hope you all enjoyed the 

Holidays and are looking for-

ward to a happy and healthy 

2008.   

The 2007 Lakes Festival of Lights 

was another great success.  

Thanks to all the hard work of 

over 80 volunteers, everything 

went off perfectly.  You can 

read all about it in this issue of 

The Lakes Newsletter.   

Our only problem was the 

weather.  Everyone who at-

tended had a terrific time, but 

the crowd was smaller than 

expected due to a little rain 

and a lot of cold.  But 3,000 

people still showed up, and 

they all had smiles on their 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeown-

ers association?  Would you 

like to contribute an article to 

the next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager 
a line.  We'll be glad to answer 

your questions.  And we'll do 

our best to make room for 

your article. 

Questions & 

Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

The Lakes Association board 

meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of every month.  We 

welcome all Lakes Association 

property owners to attend.  

We’d love to hear from you. 

Board Meeting Time Change 
Your board of directors: 

Greg Toussaint, President 

Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Willem Venter, Sec. & Treas. 

Harry Kallick, Director 

Pat Murphy, Director 

To make it even easier for our 

members to attend our 

monthly Association board 

meetings, as of January 24th the 

meetings will start one hour 

later — at 6:00 p.m. 

faces. 

Our Holiday Decoration Contest 

was a lot of fun.  Lakes resi-

dents outdid themselves deck-

ing out their homes, yards and 

of course their boats with 

some fantastic themes.  Our 

community truly dazzled 

throughout the Holidays.  The 

contest winners are all listed 

on page four, so check them 

out.  We awarded a lot of 

beautiful trophies.  

This issue also contains some 

photos taken at the Festival.  

They look a lot better in color 

so take a look online at our 

website.   

We encourage you to get in-

volved.  Let us know if you 

have a question, and we’ll try 

to address it in the next issue.  

You might also want to volun-

teer for one of the various 

Lakes Committees listed on page 

seven.   

Just contact the Benchmark 

office at 933-4875. 

Happy New Year, 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 

Got Color? 

To save the Association 

money, we always print the 

newsletter in black and white.  

But you can get it in color on 

your computer.  Just go to The 

Lakes Association website and 

click on the ―News at The 

Lakes‖ button. 

We hope you enjoy the color 

photos! 

The Dunford residence, decked out for the Holidays 
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Lakes Festival of Lights Weathers the Storm 

Cold?  Wet?  Wind?  Nothing 

stopped our intrepid Festival 

volunteers.  Everything went 

like clockwork and the 7th 

Annual Lakes Festival of Lights 

was huge success.  Thousands 

of people attended the event. 

Kids.  The kids had a great 

time having their faces painted 

and getting balloon hats.  Santa 

visited hundreds of kids and 

gave each one a gift.  They 

went through the MedicWest 

ambulance and a fire engine.  

They saw all kinds of fish 

thanks to the Nevada Depart-

ment of Wildlife. 

Entertainment.  The U.S. 

Marine Corps color guard pre-

sented the colors for our Na-

tional Anthem.  They also col-

lected a huge pile of toys that 

attendees donated to Toys for 

Tots. 

We had entertainment all af-

ternoon (see page 5) thanks to 

our school choirs, the Brazos 

River Band (a great country 

rock band), and the Vegas City 

Artz (a children's’ performing 

arts group).   

Car Show.  As always our 

Car Show was a huge hit. Cars 

of all types and sizes dazzled 

the crowd.  City Councilman 

Steve Wolfson joined us to 

help with the Car Show 

awards. 

Best of all… it was all free! 

Shopping.  The shopping was 

outstanding!  Over thirty tal-

ented crafters put the fruits of 

their labors on display.  A lot 

of people got a big head start 

on their Christmas shopping. 

Food.  There’s nothing like 

the food at the Festival.  

Where else can you get a com-

plete Outback Steakhouse Steak 

& Chicken dinner for just a 

$5.00 donation to the Festival?  

And that’s not all; we had sau-

sage sandwiches, hamburgers, 

kettle corn, ice cream, coffee, 

hot cocoa thanks to our food 

concessionaires. 

Boat Parade.  And then of 

course, we had our Electric 

Light Boat Parade — the only 

one in Las Vegas.  Each year 

the boats get better and bet-

ter, and this year was no ex-

ception.   

News 3 anchors Kim & Dana 

Wagner were the Grand Mar-

shals for this year’s Boat Pa-

rade, and they (and their 

daughter Kate) led an armada 
of amazingly decorated boats 

around the lake.  We thank 

Kim & Dana for honoring us 

with their presence. 

Each boat was announced as it 

passed the viewing stands by 

radio personality Duke Mor-
gan.  And the crowd roared 

for each one.  We thank Duke 

for volunteering his time and 

adding his special touch to the 

boat parade. 

We also thank all of you who 

entered your boats in the pa-

rade.  Together you created 

something wonderful. 

Volunteers & Sponsors.  

None of this would have been 

possible without the financial 

support of our generous spon-

sors and the hard work of 
over eighty volunteers.  So 

please thank our sponsors with 

your patronage and shake the 

hand of a Festival volunteer — 

they make it all happen.  

They’re listed on page 5. 

Team Captains.  And finally, 

I must thank our wonderful, 

dedicated Executive Commit-

tee of Team Captains (listed 

on page 3).  Each of you did 

your job spectacularly and 

everything went off without a 

hitch – except for that guy we 

put in charge of the weather – 

decorations.  Our Lakes 

community looked spectacular 

during the Holiday Season.  

We couldn’t do it without all 

of you.   

The Lakes Community is truly 

a special place to live.  It is 

unique not just because we 

have a lake right in the middle 

of the City, but also because of 

all of you who get involved and 

make our community special. 

The 2007 Lakes Festival of 

Lights decorating awards are 

Lakes Homeowners Decorate for the Holidays 

l i s t ed  on  p a ge  f ou r .  

Congratulations to everyone 

who participated.   

If your name is missing please 

remember that all judging was 

done on December 4th.  If your 
lights weren’t on when the 

judges passed by, unfortunately 

they would have missed you.   

If you would like to volunteer 

for next year’s Lakes Festival 

of Lights please contact Greg 

or Donna Toussaint at 256-

9998 or e-mail greg@global-

The houses were decorated 
with holiday lights 

Not to be outdone by the 
boats and their lights 

The Lakes community 
glistened with spirit and glee 

What a wonderful 
experience for all to see 

Our thanks go out to all of you 

who decorated your homes, 

yards and boats this year, and 

to our Secret Santa’s who were 

out in the cold on December 

4th judging all the wonderful 

we might not invite him back 

next year!   

Each one of those thousands of 

smiling faces in the crowd was 

there because of you.  They 

came because you were willing 
to commit your time and en-

ergy to create something very 

special – The Lakes Festival of 

Lights.  I thank you so much for 

all your hard work and dedica-

tion, and most of all for your 

friendship.   

Next Year.  That’s right, 

soon we’ll be planning the 

2008 Lakes Festival of Lights.  

If you’re not already a Festival 

volunteer, this is your chance 

to join the fun.  So please con-

tact me if you’re interested in 

helping to make 2008 the best 

Festival ever. 

Happy New Year, 

Greg Toussaint 
Chairman, 

Lakes Festival of Lights. 

256-9998 

greg@global-markets.com 

markets.com or donna@global

-markets.com.   

It’s volunteers like you that 

make it work.  Thanks for 

participating. 

Donna Toussaint 
Team Captain, 

Awards & Judging 
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The 2007 Lakes Festival of Lights 

Executive Committee: 

P. J. Conte ··························· Grounds & electrical 

David Fordham ·····································Charities 

Toni Frustaci ···································· Craft show 

Russ & Louisa Gray ······························· Ticketing 

Deborah Manning ······························ Boat parade 

Tim McCoy ···································· Sponsorships 

Michelle Oshins ····································· Exhibits 

Megahn Porras ···································· Car show 

Stephen Sorrentino ································ Publicity 

Burt Steinberg ··························· Food concessions 

Donna Toussaint ······ Entertainment, Judging & awards 

Greg Toussaint ···································· Chairman 

Ed Vega ···································· Park decorations 

John Wilson ····················· Traffic control & parking Photos compliments of Joe Cavender 
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Home Decoration Trophies: 
 

A Trophies: 

Mark Dunford & Tina Walls ········ Beach View Estates Sweepstakes Award 

Pete & Maria Costello ················· Glenview Landing Sweepstakes Award 
Victor & Linda Gill ····························· Laguna Bay Sweepstakes Award 
Sorrentino & Hernandez ··················· Lakes Estates Sweepstakes Award 
Mel & Laura Tousseau   ························· Lakeview Sweepstakes Award 

 
Rossi & Mary Ralenkotter············ Beach View Estates Grand Prize Award 
Pat & Nancy Murphy ························· Lakes Estates Grand Prize Award 

Dick & Sue Peck ····················· North Shore Estates Grand Prize Award 

Jacqueline Taylor ······················· South Shore Villas Grand Prize Award 
 

Bob & Anna Bailey ············································ Holiday Decoration 
Mike & Athena Brown & Denise Ramirez ················· Holiday Decoration 
Ramon & Margarita Dee ····································· Holiday Decoration 

Romeo & Arlene Dublin ····································· Holiday Decoration 
Jack & Esther Enkowitz ······································· Holiday Decoration 
William & Terry Gialketsis··································· Holiday Decoration 

Connie McFarland ············································· Holiday Decoration 
Yvonne O'Connell ············································ Holiday Decoration 
Jim & Charla Palmer ·········································· Holiday Decoration 
Saundra Reed ·················································· Holiday Decoration 

Lou & Debbi Somers ········································· Holiday Decoration 
Charlie & Patricia Ward ······································ Holiday Decoration 
Tom & Ethel Wilson  ········································· Holiday Decoration 

 

B Trophies: 

The Bartons The Bells The Capannas The Chellis 
The Comptons The Damianis The Dudzinskis The Englands 

The Farnsworths     Coletti & Fordham The Gehres The Geinzers 
The Gills The Maroldas The Newberrys The Ruthers 
The Slitzes The Snyders Starks  

Solomon & Severson   The Tamnourys The Vilensons The Volkers 
The Wolfs The Yumiacos 

 

C Trophies: 

The Alkemas B&K Bailey The Boyles The Bilbrays 

The Chellis The Englishes The Fidlers The Fletchers 
The Gonzalezes The Greens Heywood & Vega The Hodges 
The Myers The Nelsons The Oshins The Prices 

The Rogers The Turners Franz Weinhandl  
The Wojtaszczyks 

 

Certificates of Appreciation: 

The Edwards The Grays The Linns The Mayers 
The McGlones The Pappases The Schaffers  
The Schmidtbergers   The Schweitzers The Thomases The Trofinos 

The Tullys 
 

(Judged on December 4, 2007) 

Car Show Award Winners: 
 
1st Place: ··············································································· 

 Jim Arnold ··············································· 1927 Ford Model T 

2nd Place: ·············································································· 

 Betty and Larry Hansen ························1931 Ford (2 door sedan) 

3rd Place: ·············································································· 

 Lenny and Susan McCusker ············· 1937 Chevrolet business coupe 

Kids’ Pick: ············································································· 

 Chuck Sveda·················································· 1956 Ford F100 

Councilman Steve Wolfson Award: ········································· 

 Harry & Marcy Kallick ······················ 2007 Maserati Quattroporte  

Special Trophies: 
 
Allanza At The Lakes ········································ Holiday Decoration 

Beach View Estates ···················· Grand Prize Gate Entrance Decoration 
Captains Cove ················································ Holiday Decoration 
David Fordham ·········································· Santa Claus on the Lake 
South Shore Villas ··········································· Holiday Decorations 

 
Lake Sahara Yacht Club ····································· Holiday Decoration 
Lakes Town Center, Sean Fayeghi ························· Holiday Decoration 

 

Boat Decoration Trophies: 
 

A Trophies: 

Victor & Linda Gill ····························· Laguna Bay Sweepstakes Award 

Audry Pappas & Family ·························· Lakeview Sweepstakes Award 
 
Jack & Esther Enkowitz ················· Glenview Landing Grand Prize Award 
Gerald Solomon & Berton Severson ········· Laguna Bay Grand Prize Award 

Mel & Laura Tousseau   ·························· Lakeview Grand Prize Award 
Harry & Marcy Jo Kallick··········· North Shore Estates Grand Prize Award 
 

Mike Brown, Athena Brown & Denise Ramirez ·········· Holiday Decoration 

Jim & Charla Palmer ·········································· Holiday Decoration 
Saundra Reed ·················································· Holiday Decoration 

Jim & Ginger Ruther ·········································· Holiday Decoration 
Lou & Debbi Somers ········································· Holiday Decoration 
 

B Trophies: 

B&A Bailey The Englishes The Fidlers The O'Connells 
The Pecks The Prices The Tamnourys The Taylors 
The Wards The Wilsons 
 

C Trophies: 

The Capannas The Comptons The Courys The Geinzers 
The Gialketsises The Steinbergs 
 

 

(Judged on December 4, 2007) 

Congratulations to our Award Winners! 
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Festival Volunteers 
Kirk Aceves 

State Senator Barbara Cegavske 
Alan Chapman 

Cheryl Chapman 

Jerry Cobb 
Pat Cobb 

Cynthia Coletti 
P. J. Conte 

Audrie Dodge 
Suzanne Emerson 

Eileen English 

John Fidler 
Joyce Fidler 
Gloria Ford 

Jack Ford 
Dave Fordham 
Sam Frustaci 

Toni Frustaci 
Bob Genzer 
Betty Hansen 

Larry Hansen 
Jackie Heffern 
Roy Heffern 

Joseph Hernandez 

Jack Heywood 
Dave Hodge 
Terra Hodge 

The Holcombe Family (4) 
Wei Wei Huang 

Harry Kallick 

Marcy Kallick 
Janet Kimberlin 
Anne Kilponen 

Louderman Family (3) 
Ken Long 

Deborah Manning 

Eugene Markhoff 
Tim McCoy 

Daniel McDeavitt 
Connie McFarland 

Gina Miceli 
Duke Morgan 
Lynn Myers 

Iohan Ortega 

Michelle Oshins 
Steve Oshins 

Megahn Porras 

Daphne Riggsby 
Barbara Roberts 
Stephanie Rogers 

Brad Saunders 

Stephanie Saunders 
Pamela Schweit 
Philip Schweit 

Berton Severson 
Sharon Silva 
Emily Slitz 

Nancy Slitz 
Gerald Solomon 

Stephen Sorrentino 

Valerie Sperry 
Berton Severson 
Burton Steinberg 

Estelle Steinberg 
Chloe Schweitzer 
Max Schweitzer 

Danielle Toussaint 

Donna Toussaint 
Greg Toussaint 

Joshua Toussaint 

Kat Toussaint 
Laura Tousseau 

Mel Tousseau 

Ed Vega 
Assemblywoman Valerie Weber 

Franz Weinhandl 

Terri Wilensky-Genzer 
John Wilson 

Councilman Steve Wolfson 

 
(Total 84) 

Sponsors & Donations 
 

Premier Sponsors: 

City of Las Vegas Neighborhood Services 

Outback Steakhouse 

Jaramillo Landscape & Maintenance Co. 

 

Sponsors: 

West Valley Home News 

Benchmark Association Services 

Lakes Lounge 

Bergman, Walls & Associates 

Alpha One Construction Co. 

John A. Martin & Associates of Nevada 

Nevada Association Services, Inc. 

Balloons with a Twist 

 

Donations: 

Bertolini’s restaurant 

Captains Cove 

Tim & Harriett McCoy 

Greg & Donna Toussaint 

 

Dignitaries: 
 

News 3 Anchors, Kim & Dana Wagner — Grand Marshals 

Las Vegas City Councilman Steve Wolfson 

 

Entertainers: 
 

US Marine Corps Color Guard 

Larry & Betty Hansen (Santa & Mrs. Claus) 

Jimmy Mac & the Brazos River Band 

M.J. Christensen ES Honor Choir 

Hyde Park MS Choir 

Ober ES Choir 

Leavitt MS Choir 

Vegas City Artz 

Duke Morgan (Boat Parade Announcer) 

 

Thank You to all our Supporters 
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Photos compliments of Joe Cavender 
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Boat Sales & Services 

Duffy Electric Boats 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 

Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 

Local:  Las Vegas Electric Boats 
Scott Dockswell 
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net 

ElectraCraft 
2251 Townsgate Road 

Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 

www.electracraft.com 

Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 

871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

The Lakes Committees 
Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Ed Vega 

John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

Sharon Woods 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Patrick Murphy 

Jim & Charla Palmer 

Stephen Sorrentino 

 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 

Harry Kallick 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

P. J. Conte 

Jim Palmer 

Greg Toussaint, Chair 

Willem Venter 

John Wilson 

Architectural Review Committee: 

Marcy Kallick, Chair 

Berton Severson 

Stephen Sorrentino 

Laura Tousseau 

The Lakes Community Calendar 
January 24, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

(Behind Outback) 

February 28, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

(Behind Outback) 

March 27, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

(Behind Outback) 

April 24, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

(Behind Outback) 

May 22, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

(Behind Outback) 

June 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

(Behind Outback) 

 

Residents often ask where they 

can buy a boat or how they 

can get their boat serviced.  

We have two companies that 

are authorized by The Lakes 

Association to sell and service 

boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 

Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  

Both companies have local 

representatives that offer ex-

cellent boats. 

Important note.  The Lakes Asso-

ciation accepts no responsibility 

for the quality of any product or 

service offered by these compa-

nies. 

Lose Something? 
Our windy weather often blows things into the lake.  When our 

lake maintenance crew finds personal property floating in the lake, 

they store it for 90 days.  If you’ve lost lawn furniture, seat cush-

ions, pool toys, etc. you may be able to get them back.  Just call 

Danny Sims at 461-0477 and he’ll let you know if he has your items. 

Join a Lakes Committee 

Those who serve on the vari-

ous Lakes Association Com-

mittees provide a valuable 

service to our community.  

They volunteer their time and 

talents to help improve our 

community and we appreciate 

their contributions. 

If you’re interested in being on 

any of these committees, 

please send a letter, fax or e-

mail to our Community Man-

ager Patty Rosia.  Her contact 

information is listed on the 

back page of this newsletter.  

Let us know which committee 

interests you, and then tell us a 

little about yourself and why 

you’d like to be on the com-

mittee.  We will be glad to add 

you to a list for a future com-

mittee opening. 



www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 933-4875, or 795-3344 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 

every month (except No-

vember and December). 

Time:  All meetings begin at 

6:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Benchmark Assn. Services - 
West Sahara Branch 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 

Suite 280 

Las Vegas, NV  89117 

(Behind Outback) 

 

Board meetings are open to all 

members of the Association.  

At the start of each meeting 

members are given an oppor-

tunity to provide their com-

ments and input to the board.  

We encourage you to attend. 

Board of Directors 
 

Greg Toussaint, President 

Burt Steinberg, Vice President 

Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer 

Harry Kallick, Director 

Pat Murphy, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 

Our Managers: 

Patty Rosia or 

Ken Tastad 

 933-4875, or 795-3344 

 933-4876 (fax) 
prosia@benchmarkproperties.net 

ktastad@benchmarkproperties.net 
 

 

Roving Patrol: 

(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 

Securitas Security Services 

 210-8377 

Notice.   

This notice is provided to all 

member-owners in accordance 

with Nevada State law.  Copies 

of the Meeting Minutes and 

Agendas are 
available upon 

request from our 

management at 

additional cost. 

In addition, the 

minutes of each 

meeting may be downloaded 

from our website at no cost. 


