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From the Editor:  

Summerõs over and weõre oh so 
ready for some beautiful Fall 
weather.  Soon cooler tempera-

tures will bring flocks of migratory 

birds returning to our lake. 

Get the latest news.  We had 
another very successful Annual 
Membership Meeting at the Canyon 

Gate Country Club, and the resi-
dents of Beach View Estates had 

another terrific block party. 

And be sure to read the riveting 
story of Danny Simsõ brush with 

disaster. 

I hope youõll take advantage of 
some tips weõve included on how 

to help us keep our community 

safer.  And there are more tips on 

how you can simplify paying your 

monthly association dues. 

Our very talented ARC chairper-

son Laura Tousseau explains how 
the Architectural Review Committee 

works, using her friends Bo & Peep.  
Itõs both informative and creative, 
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Do you have a question about 
your community or homeowners 

association?  Would you like to 
contribute information for the 

next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager a 
line.  We'll be glad to answer your 

questions.  And we'll do our best 

to make room for your informa-

tion. 

Questions &  

Comments?  

www.LakesAssociation.com  

Got Color?  
To save the Association money, 
we always print the newsletter in 
black and white.  But you can get it 

in color on your PC.  Just go to 
The Lakes Association website and 

click on the òNews at The Lakesó 

button. 

We hope you enjoy the color 

photos! 

Itõs òQuackersó ñ the rescued baby duckling 

so I hope you enjoy it.  Thank you 
Laura for your creative work; 

hopefully weõll be hearing more 

from Bo & Peep in future issues. 

And donõt forget, the 2009 Lakes 

Festival of Lights is just around the 
corner.  It will be held on Saturday, 
December 12th in the street at the 

north end of our lake. 

If youõd like to volunteer to help 

with this yearõs Festival, please 
contact me and Iõll add you to our 
growing  list of Festival Volunteers.  

We can always use help.  For more 
information on the event, visit the 

Festival website at: 

www.LakesAssociation.com/festival 

If you want more information 

about The Lakes Association and 
our community, please visit our 

website (address below).  You can 
download an ARC Application, get 
minutes from our meetings, visit 

the community calendar, download 
a copy of our CC&Rs, see some 

beautiful pictures of our commu-
nity, learn about our history and 

much, much more.  Why not give 

it a try? 

 
808-3012 

greg@global-markets.com 
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Benchmark can limit the hours and 
days of operation for any gate 

code.  So if you need a code for 
your pool service, ask Benchmark 
to restrict its use to certain hours 

(e.g. 8AM to 5PM) and days of the 
week.  That way the code canõt be 

used after hours 

Please donõt wait.  Change your 

codes now. 

Remedy Two: Choose a better 
way to give people access.  
You donõt have to use codes.  If 

youõre going to be home when 

your guests arrive, donõt give them 

a code, ask them to call you from 
the directory and you can buzz 

them in.  The pizza guy doesnõt 

need a codeé he can call you 

from the gate. 

Canõt always be home?  Ask 
Benchmark to put a second entry 
in the directory for your local cell 

phone.  That way you can admit 
people even when youõre not 

home. 

Instead of a code, why not give 
your serviceman a gate access 

card?  These small plastic cards can 
be purchased at Benchmark for 
only $10 and unlike codes, they 

canõt be given out to multiple 

people.  They can also be re-
stricted to certain hours and days.  

Keep track of each card number 
and if a worker fails to return it, 
you can ask Benchmark to delete it 

from the system so it can no 

longer be used. 

Remedy 3:  Safer practices .   

Change your codes periodically.  
Mark your calendar now to change 

your codes at least once a year.  
By doing this regularly, you can 
limit the number of people who 

have access to our community. 

Having a party?  Donõt give out 

your regular gate code; ask Bench-
mark for a special party code.  You 
can give it out freely to your party 

guests, but then it will be deleted 

so it canõt be used in the future. 

Summary:  

As one community, weõre all in this 

one boat that we call The Lakes 

Association.  None of us intends to 
help criminals, but carelessness 

with gate codes can infect us all.   

Please join your neighbors in using 
the remedies listed above, and 

together we can keep our commu-
nity safe from the all too common 

code. 

Gate codes make our live easy, but 
sometimes they can give us a bad 

case of the snifflesé or worse!   

The 4-digit codes that we give to 

people are often passed on from 

one person to another without 
our knowledge, and over time 
more and more people, who have 

no right to be in our community, 
have our gate codes.  In the past 

such unauthorized use of codes 
has given burglars access to our 
homes resulting in thousands of 

dollars in losses to our residents. 

The highest risk is from service 

people and vendors.  Turnover 
rates are high and just because a 
worker has left the job, doesnõt 

mean heõs forgotten the code.  Ask 
yourself, òOver the years, how 

many workers (for landscaping, 

pest control, pool maintenance, 
delivery men, housekeepers, baby 

sitters, handymen, etc.) have got-

ten my gate code?ó  Do you trust 
them all?  Can you even remember 

them all? 

Remedy one:  Ask Benchmark 

to change your codes.  Bench-
mark can tell you which codes are 
assigned to you.  Delete any that 

you donõt use any more.   

Get a Lock on Your Dock  

homes (from the lake) in various 

parts of our community.   

You can help prevent this from 

happening again: 

¶ Make sure all your boats are 

securely locked up.   

¶ Never leave keys in your boat.   

¶ Be on the lookout for unusual 
late night or early morning 

boating activity. 

¶ Report anything suspicious to 

Use Simple òCodeó Remedies 

In August, we had another òboat-
nappingó incident on our lake.  

Twelve boats were taken from 
their moorings and left abandoned 

all over the lake.  One of the boats 

was seriously damaged by the 
vandals.  They appear to have 
entered and exited our community 

by climbing over a fence. 

Keep in mind that once a vandal 

finds just one unlocked boat, he 
can take it to go anywhere in our 
community.  Last year several 

boats were taken in the same 

fashion and used to burglarize 

our roving security patrol: 210-

8377 

If you havenõt already done so, 
please secure each of your boats 

with solid locks.  Bicycle locks 

work best.   

Each person who fails to secure 
their boat, endangers not only 

themselves but the entire commu-
nity.  Donõt let your unlocked boat 

be used to burglarize your 

neighborõs home.   

We appreciate your cooperation. 

A òFrondlyó Little Reminder 

itõs so costly to have them 

trimmed.  To make life easier, 

Benchmark only inspects tall (over 
15 feet) palm trees once a year ñ 

in early October.   

Please make sure that your palm 

trees are trimmed and free of 
brown fronds and dates by Octo-

Dead palm tree fronds are not just 

unsightly, they also create an invit-

ing habitat for rodents.  If you have 
palm trees, please keep them 
trimmed and free of brown fronds 

and dates. 

We realize that tall palm trees 
create a special problem because 

ber 1.  That way you can avoid 

getting one of those annoying 

òcourtesyó letters.   

And remember, palms under 15 
feet in height must be kept 

trimmed year-round 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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1.) Get an ARC application via 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

stop by or call 

Benchmark Association Services  
8685 West Sahara Ave, Suite 280  

Las Vegas, NV 89117 behind Out-
back 

Telephone: 795 -3344 

2.) Include with your application any sam-
ples of materials being used, paint chips, 

pictures, etc. 

3.) Submit your application to Benchmark 
prior to the 3rd Thursday of the month, 

except December. 

4.) The following week a letter will be sent 

to you with the outcome. 
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Lakes Association 24 th  Annual Membership Meeting  

Real Estate Update.  Vice Presi-
dent Nancy Slitz updated us on the 

state of real estate in our commu-
nity versus other parts of the 

Valley.  Though things arenõt great 

anywhere, weõre fortunate that we 
seem to be faring better than most 

areas. 

Festival Summary.  Donna 
Toussaint spoke about this yearõs 

Lakes Festival of Lights.  She invited 
everyone to volunteer, and attend 
this yearõs event on December 

12th.   

Election.  Though we had only 

two candidates running for two 
positions, State law required us to 
conduct a full election.  So we did!  

And no one seemed surprised by 

the outcome.   

Weõre pleased to announce that 
Nancy Slitz will be returning to the 
Lakes Association board of direc-

tors, and weõre also pleased to 
welcome Larry Robbins to the 
board.  We all owe them a debt of 

gratitude for their willingness to 

serve our community. 

We must also thank Laura Tous-
seau for her past service on the 

On September 17th the we held 
our Annual Membership Meeting at 

the Canyon Gate Country Club.  Itõs 
hard to believe that this was the 

24th annual meeting. 

Our members enjoyed a light 
buffet and conversation before the 

meeting started. 

Guest Speaker.  We had a nice 
turnout, thanks in part to our 

guest speaker, City Councilman 
Steve Wolfson.  He gave a very 
informative presentation on whatõs 

taking place in the City of Las 
Vegas and in particular our part of 

the City.  It was a great chance for 
our members to meet directly 
with our City Councilman.  We 

appreciate his taking the time to 
meet with us, and for all his sup-

port over the years. 

Presidentõs Report.  Greg Tous-
saint updated the members on the 

state of the Association.  He fo-
cused on: our financial status, the 
health and safety of our lake, com-

munity maintenance and improve-
ments, and security issues.  He 

also answered questions from the 

members.   

board, as well as Burt Steinberg 
and Harry Kallick for their con-

tinuing dedication to our commu-

nity. 

Officers.  At the close of the 

membership meeting, the new 
board of directors met to select 
officers.  There will be no changes:  

President, Greg Toussaint; Vice 
President, Nancy Slitz; and Secre-

tary / Treasurer Burt Steinberg. 

We thank John Fidler and Jack 
Ford for volunteering to serve as 

our official Election Inspectors. 

Thanks.  Our Community Man-

ager, Pam Tigert and her assistant 
Anita Santos did a supurb job of 
organizing the event, preparing the 

materials and handling the election.  

Thanks, Pam & Anita. 

And most importantly we extend 
our thanks to all of the members 

who took part in the meeting, and 

we hope everyone makes it a point 
to join us next year in 2010 for 
our 25th annual meeting.  We want 

to make it special, so let us know if 
you have any ideas for this historic 

event. 

Lake Worker Foils Ferocious Fish in Fierce Fracas  

closeré a little more... and an 
unsuspecting Danny passed by; 

Carl leaped out of the water, hur-
tled into the air, and then smacked 

Danny right in the face with all his 

might! 

Danny went down.  His mouth was 
bleeding.  He wasnõt sure what hit 

him.  All he knew was his face hurt 
and he didnõt know why.  He tried 

to gather his senses. 

Carl was in the boat now, he 
seemed ready to finish off his 

dazed victim, and then take the 
helm; for what evil purpose we can 

only guess. 

But fortunately Danny was now 
coming to his senses; he quickly 

spotted Carl hiding in the boat 
jumped on him, wrestled him into 

submission and then threw Carl 
back in the lake.  It was a brave 
act, but one that may well have 

saved Danny from further injuryé 

or even worse! 

Howõs Danny doing now?  Well 

It was a bright sunny day on Lake 
Sahara.  No one could suspect that 

something evil was afoot.  We 
donõt know why this thirty pound 

grass carp was so angry, but he 

really must have had it in for 

Danny Sims.   

Danny was cruising along in the 

work boat just doing his job, keep-
ing our lake clean and healthy.  

Everything seemed normalé or so 
Danny thoughté but oh how 
wrong he was!  The carp (we call 

him Carlé the Carp) was planning a 

big surprise for him.   

Carl lay quiet and still near the 

edge of the lake, just waiting to 
ambush his prey.  He could see 

Danny clearly as his unsuspecting 
victim slowly cruised toward him.  

It wouldnõt be long now.  
Closeré 

fortunately his injuries werenõt too 
seriousé no stitches, his cuts have 

healed and his bruises have faded, 
but he did have to go to the den-

tist to replace a filling that Carl 

knocked out.  It could have been 

so much worse! 

Danny was luckyé this time, but 

you can bet that now he always 
has his eye out for Carl.  He could 

be anywhere, just waiting for an-

other chance to attack. 

The rest of us neednõt worry, Carl 

says this is just be between Danny 
and him.  Danny assures us that in 

the over twenty years heõs worked 

on our lake, heõs never had a fish 
attack him.  They obviously need 

to work though their issues. 

We can only hope that Danny will 

now reach out to Carl and seek 
reconciliation before this problem 
escalates further.  If noté Carl has 

a lot of friends! 

Yes, this really happenedé sort of. 

The Victim 



know people are showing up with 

tables, chairs and food.   

Youõll have a great time and itõs a 

wonderful way to get to know 

your neighbors.  Give it a try. 

Donna Toussaint 
 

On September 19th the residents 
of Beach View Estates turned out 

for our annual Pot Luck Block Party.   

The weather was great.  We really 
had a lot of fun together enjoying 

the food, music and conversation.  

And all of our dogs had fun too. 

We urge our friends in the other 

gates to do the same.  Itõs easy!  
Just set a date and time, pick a 

location in your community, pass 
out a little flyer to all your 
neighbors, and the next thing you 

Beach View Block Party Rocks the Night  
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Levi at the Wheel! Linda & Dennis Make Sure Everythingõs Safe 



People often ask who they should 
use for home services.  The 

Lakes Association doesnõt qual-

ify or recommend vendors, 

but some homeowners have 

sent us a list of vendors that 

they like.   

As a service to our homeown-

ers, we publish below a list of such 

vendors.   
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors  

The Lakes Association assumes no 
liability for the actual performance 

of these vendors.  Weõre merely 

passing along recommendations 

made by our neighbors. 

Do you have a vendor that does 
great work?  If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors?  

Just send us their name, phone 
number and what their specialty is.  

Weõll be glad to list them in our 

next issue.  Please email the infor-
mation to   

 greg@global-markets.com. 

We maintain this list on an honor 
system.  Weõll list anyone a home-

owner recommends, however if 
any homeowner sends us a com-
plaint, weõll unconditionally remove 

that vendor from future lists. 

Air Conditioning & Heating  

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating 
734-7750 

 
Boat Washing & Detailing:  

Michael Walter 

215-9916 
 

Boat & Car Washing & Detailing:  
Fabulous Freddyõs Mobile Detail 

Bryan Turner, Operations Manager 
862-9625 or 499-4510 

FabulousDetail@gmail.com 

  
Boat Repair:  

Gerry's Marine 
Gerry Mullins - Owner 

702-856-0370 

 
Decorative Rock:  

Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rockñ
Boulder Placement Landscape Supply 

896-2070 

 
Handyman (Home Resale Prep):  

Val Dimitro 
286-0323 

 
Housekeeping:  

Emmajean Kinnett 

375-3808 

Landscaping: 

MTG Landscaping 
Manuel Garcia 

540-8340 
 

Landscape Design: 

Allen Berry 
743-6666 

 
Lighting and Fans: 

Northern Lights 
438-6600  

www.northernlighslv.com 

 
Masonry Brick Face & Pavers:  

Install Pro  
642-6669  

Matt 205-0821 

 
Nurseries:  

Moon Valley Nursery  
Don or Juan 

735-8733 

www.moonvalleynursery.com 
 

Turner Greenhouse Cactus 
Dave & Kris Turner 

645-2032 
 

Painters:  

Brad Fisher 
338-7982 

 
Deco Plus Custom Painting  

Julian Lovas (Owner) 

304-1053 or 810-6537 
 

Patio Furniture:  
Classico Patio Furniture  

602-268-7442 
www.classicopatiofurniture.com 

 

Somers Furniture 
837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 
debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Pest Control:  
Pro-Tech Pest Service 

898-7677 
 

Pool Repair:  

Pool Sharks 
477-7665 

 
Pool Re-plasterers:  

BND Pool Plaster Specialist 
644-8980 

www.bndplastering.com 

Sprinkler Installation:  

Moon-Sun Landscapes  
Mark Brightwell  

464-6780 
 

Tree Trimming:  

First choice Tree Service 
564-1998 

 
Upholstery & Canvas Repair:  

Somers Furniture 
837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   
 

Window Replacement:  
Dan Bradleyõs Glass Shop 

368-2687 

  
Wood Floor installers:  

Classic Floor Covering  
John Black  

353-5374 

Benchmarkõs auto debit service?  If 
youõre interested in having Bench-

mark automatically pay your dues 
each month by directly debiting 

your bank account, give them a call 

(795-3344) and theyõll be happy to 

assist you. 

You can also pay your dues online 

by credit card.  Just visit Bench-

markõs website at: 

www.BenchmarkProperties.net 

What could be easier? 

Are you tired of writing out a 
check each month to pay your 

association assessments (dues)?  
Our residents travel periodically 

and this can make it difficult for 

them to pay their dues. 

Why not make your life a little 
easier and take advantage of 

Auto Pay ñ Itõs the Easy Way! 


