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From the Editor: 

Hello neighbors, I hope you’re 

having a great summer.   

This May was the hottest on re-

cord, and unfortunately the warm 
water caused a real algae problem 
on our lake.  With a lot of hard 

work by our lake maintenance 
crew, and a break in the weather, 
we now seem to have the algae 

well under control.  Hopefully, we 
won’t see a repeat of last year’s 

warmer than normal summer. 

We’re doing our best to keep our 
25-year-old community looking 

fresh.  Many of the wrought iron 

fences around our community have 
just received a fresh coat of paint.  

The stairway steps near the tennis 
courts in Lakes Estates had dete-
riorated from time and water 

damage, so we replaced them.  We 
also replaced old and faded signage 
at the North and South Parks.  For 

security purposes, we also rein-
forced the fence at the Beach View 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeowners 
association?  Would you like to 
contribute information for the 

next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager a 
line.  We'll be glad to answer your 
questions.  And we'll do our best 
to make room for your informa-

tion. 

Questions & 

Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Got Color? 
To save the Association money, 
we always print the newsletter in 

black and white.  But you can get it 
in color on your computer.  Just 
go to The Lakes Association website 

and click on the “News at The 

Lakes” button. 

We hope you enjoy the color 

photos! 

Six-year-old Will Hodge recites a Memorial Poem at Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 

Estates entrance.  The Beach View 

common areas also got a much-
needed landscape upgrade.  And 
finally those old rickety docks in 

Lakeview and at the South Park 
have now been replaced with new 
synthetic wood to reduce future 

maintenance costs. 

Because most of the cost of these 

repairs was paid out of reserve 
funds, we’re able to keep our 
operating costs within budget, and 

not impact homeowner assess-

ments (dues). 

Read through this issue and learn 

all about our newest board mem-

ber’s hunting expedition.  Her 
valiant efforts have saved many 
Lakes residents from attack by a 

very aggressive new neighbor. 

There’s also a story with pictures 
about our recent Lakes memorial 

Day Ceremony.   

And finally, say hello to our one 

hundred new neighbors.  They’re 

sure to make an impression. 

Enjoy! 
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port her to Gilcrease. 

Danny had previous experience 

capturing ducks and  geese and I 
had the very large dog crate for 
transport.  So Danny and I, like 

hunters in the wild, tracked down 
our prey.  It took a little time to 
locate her and finally get her atten-
tion.  Once she saw that we had 

offerings of hard boiled eggs she 
quickly swam to Danny as he lured 
her over to the boat ramp.  I 

crouched down tossing egg to her 
and talked to her further luring her 
up the ramp away from the wa-

ter.  Danny, waiting patiently un-
til the Graylag Goose was com-

pletely unaware of him, was 

stealthy and quick as he came up 
from behind and threw a blanket 
over her.  The idea is that once 

that happens the duck or goose 
collapses surrendering to the cir-
cumstances.  However, this goose 
apparently  didn' t  get  the 

memo.  She was feisty, squirming 
and not exactly surrendering.  I 
quickly and not so stealthily pulled 

the dog crate out of the back of 
the truck, loudly hitting the ground 
dragging it over to Danny, then 

frantically trying to get the crate 
door open.  Danny moved quickly 
and gently placed her inside the 

crate.  Once inside the crate she 

was a happy goose.   

I had forewarned the folks at Gil-
crease that this goose had aggres-
sive tendencies.  They assured 

me that the swans would keep her 
in check.  About thirty minutes 
after her capture, the Graylag and I 

arrived at Gilcrease.  She was 
then released into her new home, 
a large enclosure with all sorts of 

characters running about: swans, 
geese and different species of 

ducks.  When released she was 

very uncertain and didn't move 
from her spot for a very long 

time.   

This was now probably her third 

home.  It broke my heart to have 
to relocate her but there was no 
alternative.  I've gone to visit her 
twice since relocating her and I am 

happy to report that she 
has adapted well to her new envi-
ronment.  The last time we saw 

her she was nuzzling up to another 

very large goose.   

On Lake Sahara she didn't have any 
counter parts for her to relate to 

so her new home seems to better 

accommodate her social needs.  

This hunting expedition has a 
happy ending but we hope all 

homeowners will take note that 
not all waterfowl are compatible 
with Lake Sahara.  The wild ducks 
and geese are able to come and go 

because they can fly.  Domestic 
ducks and geese can't fly because 
they are bred for their eggs and 

meat making them aerodynamically 
unable to fly.  They become de-
pendent on the resources around 

them and that includes us humans 
feeding them.  Swans and geese 
can be beautiful but they can also 

be very aggressive.  We ask that 

homeowners refrain from intro-
ducing any waterfowl, fish or tur-

tles into the lake as it may 
cause harm to them, humans or 
possibly upset the ecosystem of 

Lake Sahara. 

Laura Tousseau, 
Director 

The Lakes Association 

On April 13th, a cool Monday 

morning, Danny Sims and I went 
goose  hunting on Lake Sahara 
tracking down a goose that had 

gone afowl.  But instead of hunting 
with fatal intentions, we went 
hunting with a blanket.  Yep!  A 

blanket. 

We have had a wide variety of 

ducks on the lake but only one 
goose.   I think everyone 
knows which goose I'm talking 

about.  The loud, huge, white, 
aggressive goose whose terri-
tory included the lake at the 

South Park dock.  She would 
make the ground shake with 

those big thunderous feet 

when running toward you, 
scaring the @&$% out of you, 
and also astonishing you at 

how quickly she could 
move.  My first encounter with 
her made me thankful there 

was a fence between us.   

We don't know how this domestic 

Graylag Goose got into our lake 
but it became apparent, after about 
a year of living here, that regretta-

bly her behavior did not fit in with 
the environment on Lake Sa-
hara.  The board of directors 

received complaints about her 
aggressive behavior, so without 
delay we quickly sprung into ac-

tion.  We knew that if we called 
Animal Control the outcome 
would probably be fatal to the 
goose and that was an absolute last 

resort.   

Thankfully, The Gilcrease Bird Sanc-
tuary, in northwest Las Vegas said 
they would welcome her with 

open arms.  They had plenty of 
room for her and other large fowl, 
and had a large pond to boot.  Our 

task was to capture her and trans-

Annual Election and Membership Meeting 
to the Lakes Association board of 

directors.   

Serving on the board is an honor, 
and it’s also a significant responsi-
bility.  Board members are ex-

pected to attend monthly board 
meetings on the fourth Thursday 
of each month starting at 5:00 p.m.  
The meetings usually last from 2-3 

hours.  Board members also help 
address pressing issues that may 

arise between meetings. 

A Hunting We Will Go 

The Lakes Association Annual Election 

and Membership Meeting will be 
held  on September 17th at 6:00 
p.m. at the Canyon Gate Country 

Club.  Please mark your calendar 

for this important occasion. 

Soon you’ll receive a for-
mal announcement in the 

mail.  It will also include 

a form to fill out if you 
wish to place your name 

in nomination for election 

The Annual Meeting isn’t just an 

election, it’s an opportunity to 
learn what’s happening in our 
community.  It’s your meeting.  

We also welcome questions or 
comments from the members.  It’s 
also a great way to meet your 

neighbors. 

A light buffet and beverages will be 

provided.  We hope you will join 
us for what should be an interest-

ing program.   

Domestic Graylag Goose 



Memorial Day Ceremony at The Lakes 

Newstalk 720 KDWN) John 

Shaffer who did an excellent job as 

our emcee.   

Another Lakes resident, musical 
comedian Steven Sorrentino really 

set the tone with a rendition of the 
National Anthem that put a lump 

in everyone’s throat. 

No one will forget 6-year-old Will 
Hodge who brought the program 

to a close with his excellent recita-
tion of a Memorial Poem.  Will 
lives in The Lakes with his parents 

Dave & Terra and his sister Ashlyn.  

Great job Will! 

The crowd really appreciated the 
patriotic songs sung by local enter-

tainer Wes Winters. 

With the sound of bugles playing 
Taps echoing off the water, Jack 
Ford laid a beautiful Wreath of 

Remembrance on the waters of 

Lake Sahara. 

Contributions: 

We also want to thank: Lakes 
resident Debbi Somers of Somers 
Furniture, for donating all the chairs 

for the event; Chris Jaramillo of 
Jaramillo Landscape & Maintenance 
Co., for making sure the park was 

clean and dry; and Danny Sims for 
cleaning the boat launch area.  We 
couldn’t have done it without all 

your contributions. 

Summary: 

We thank all of you who came out 
to participate in this year’s patri-
otic ceremony.  And to those of 
you who missed it, we hope you’ll 

make it a point to join us next 
year.  Events like this help make 
our community special, especially 

when so many Lakes residents 

helped make it possible. 

Hundreds of residents came out to 

enjoy a heart-warming and uplifting 
Memorial Day ceremony here in 

The Lakes community. 

It was a beautiful day and the back-

drop of Lake Sahara and the Spring 
Mountains made a perfect setting 
to remember the sacrifices that 
have been made over the years by 

so many Americans. 

The 7th Annual Lakes Memorial Day 
Ceremony was jointly organized by 
the American Legion Spirit of Free-

dom Post 76 and the Fleet Reserve 
Association Bonanza Branch 90, with 

the support of the Lakes Associa-

tion. 

Dignitaries: 

We were truly blessed to have 
such esteemed guest speakers.  
Two Nevada Congresswomen… 

Shelley Berkley and Dina Titus 
were joined on the program by: 
Colonel Dave Belote, USAF Com-
mander, Nellis AFB; County Com-

missioner Larry Brown, City 
Councilman Steve Wolfson, and 
School Board President Terri 

Janison.  Their moving statements 

touched all our hearts. 

Organizers: 

We want to thank everyone who 
helped make this event so success-

ful.  Starting with Bob Jagemann, 
Commander of the American 
Legion who worked with Lakes 

resident Chief Jack L. Ford, USN 
(ret) and Greg & Donna Toussaint 
to plan and organize the event.  It 
was the best prepared and best 

attended ceremony we’ve had 

thanks in large part to their efforts. 

Entertainment: 

We also want to thank Lakes 
resident (and Morning Anchor at 
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Left to right: Commission Larry Brown, Terri Janison, Bob Jagemann, 

Col. Dave Belote, Congresswoman Dina Titus, Councilman Steve Wolfson John Shaffer with Steven Sorrentino 

Congresswoman Shelley Berkley 

Jack Ford salutes the 

Wreath or Remembrance 



People often ask who they should 

use for home services.  The 
Lakes Association doesn’t qual-

ify or recommend vendors, 

but some homeowners have 
sent us a list of vendors that 

they like.   

As a service to our homeowners, 
we publish below a list of such 

vendors.   

The Lakes Association assumes no 
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors 

liability for the actual performance 

of these vendors.  We’re merely 
passing along recommendations 

made by our neighbors. 

Do you have a vendor that does 

great work?  If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors?  
Just send us their name, phone 
number and what their specialty is.  

We’ll be glad to list them in our 
next issue.  Please email the infor-
mation to   

 greg@global-markets.com. 

We maintain this list on an honor 

system.  We’ll list anyone a home-
owner recommends, however if 
any homeowner sends us a com-

plaint about a vendor, we’ll uncon-
ditionally remove them from fu-

ture lists. 

Our thanks to Linda Johnson and 
Joan Trofino for their recent addi-

tions to the list. 

Air Conditioning & Heating 

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating 

734-7750 

 

Boar Repair: 

Gerry's Marine 

Gerry Mullins - Owner 

702-856-0370 

 

Decorative Rock: 

Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rock—

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply 

896-2070 

 

Handyman (Home Resale Prep): 

Val Dimitro 

286-0323 

 

Housekeeping: 

Emmajean Kinnett 

375-3808 

 

Landscaping: 

MTG Landscaping 

Manuel Garcia 

540-8340 

Landscape Design: 

Allen Berry 

743-6666 

 

Lighting and Fans: 

Northern Lights 

438-6600  

www.northernlighslv.com 

 

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers: 

Install Pro  

642-6669  

Matt 205-0821 

 

Nurseries: 

Moon Valley Nursery  

Don or Juan 

735-8733 

www.moonvalleynursery.com 

 

Turner Greenhouse Cactus 

Dave & Kris Turner 

645-2032 

 

Painters: 

Brad Fisher 

338-7982 

Deco Plus Custom Painting  

Julian Lovas (Owner) 

304-1053 or 810-6537 

 

Patio Furniture: 

Classico Patio Furniture  

602-268-7442 

www.classicopatiofurniture.com 

 

Somers Furniture 

837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

 

Pest Control: 

Pro-Tech Pest Service 

898-7677 

 

Pool Repair: 

Pool Sharks 

477-7665 

 

Pool Re-plasterers: 

BND Pool Plaster Specialist 

644-8980 

www.bndplastering.com 

Sprinkler Installation: 

Moon-Sun Landscapes  

Mark Brightwell  

464-6780 

 

Tree Trimming: 

First choice Tree Service 

564-1998 

 

Upholstery & Canvas Repair: 

Somers Furniture 

837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Window Replacement: 

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop 

368-2687 

  

Wood Floor installers: 

Classic Floor Covering  

John Black  

353-5374 

Out With the Old and 

In With the New 

duced one hundred more grass 

carp in addition to the hundred we 
added last year.  These new re-
cruits will help replenish the grad-

ual loss of the original 300 carp 
that were put in our lake long ago.  
We plan to add another hundred 

carp next year which will bring us 

up to the number that were intro-

duced way back in 1988. 

If you’re a fisherman, please treat 
these carp gently.  They’re not 

only very expensive, they also 
provide a valuable service to all of 

us by eating excess algae. 

So please welcome our new 

friends to the lake, and wish them 

bon appétit.   

Please join us in bidding a fond 

farewell to some of our huge 
White Amur Grass Carp helped to 
reduce vegetation in our  lake.  

Some of them have reached 4-feet 
in length and weigh over 50 

pounds.   

They’ve done a great job for us 
over the years, but unfortunately 

they’ve far exceeded their 15-year 
life expectancy.  Now when the 
water temperature exceeds 80° 

the weaker ones tend to go belly 
up.  By Federal law, these fish must 
be neutered, so they can’t replen-

ish their numbers naturally. 

Just like a sports team, we’re re-
placing our retired veterans with 
fresh new blood.  We just intro-
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Boat Sales & Services 

Duffy Electric Boats 

17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 

www.duffyboats.com 
Local:  Las Vegas Electric Boats 
Scott Dockswell 
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net 

991-9150 

ElectraCraft 

2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 

www.electracraft.com 

Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 

cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

The Lakes Committees 
Architectural Review Committee: 

Laura Tousseau, Chair 

Dave Dudzinski 

Deborah Manning 

Wayne Schmidtberger 

Stephen Sorrentino 

 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

Greg Toussaint, Chair 

Mike Brown 

P. J. Conte 

Jim Palmer 

John Wilson 

Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Ed Vega 

John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Nancy Slitz 

Stephen Sorrentino 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 

Harry Kallick 

 

The Lakes Community Calendar 

July 23, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

August 27, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

September 12, time TBA 
Child Focus Fishing Tournament for Foster Kids 

Captains Cove dock 

For information contact Jenny Venter (402-5109) 

September 17, 6:00 p.m. 

Annual Election & Membership Meeting 

Canyon Gate Country Club (light brunch & refreshments) 

September 24, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

October 22, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

December 12, from noon till dark 

9th Annual Lakes Festival of Lights 

Intersection of Lake East Dr. & Lake Sahara Dr. 

 

Residents often ask where they can 

buy a boat or how they can get 
their boat serviced.  We have two 
companies that are authorized by 

The Lakes Association to sell and 
service boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  Both 
companies have local representa-

tives that offer excellent boats. 

Important note.  The Lakes Associa-
tion accepts no responsibility for the 
quality of any product or service 

offered by these companies. 

Lose Something? 
Our windy weather often blows 

things into the lake.  When our 
lake maintenance crew finds per-

sonal property floating in the lake, 

they store it for 90 days.  If you’ve 
lost lawn furniture, seat cushions, 

Join a Lakes Committee 

Those who serve on the various 

Lakes Association Committees 
provide a valuable service to our 
community.  They volunteer their 

time and talents to help improve 

our community and we appreciate 

their contributions. 

If you’re interested in being on any 
of these committees, please send a 

letter, fax or e-mail to our Com-
munity Manager.  Contact informa-
tion is listed on the back page of 

this newsletter.   

Let us know which committee 
interests you, and then tell us a 
little about yourself and why you’d 

like to be on the committee.  We’ll 

be glad to add your name to a list 

for a future committee opening. 

pool toys, etc. you may be able to 

get them back.  Just call Danny 
Sims at 461-0477 and he’ll let you 

know if he has your item. 



www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344, or 933-4875 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
every month (except November 

and December). 

Time:  All meetings begin at 6:00 

p.m. 

Location: 

Benchmark - Lakes Branch 
8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 

Las Vegas, NV  89117 
(Behind Outback) 

 

Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association.  At 
the start of each meeting members 

are given an opportunity to pro-
vide their comments and input to 
the board.  We encourage you to 

attend. 

Board of Directors 
 
Greg Toussaint, President 
Nancy Slitz, Vice President 

Burt Steinberg, Secretary / Treasurer 
Harry Kallick, Director 

Laura Tousseau, Director 

 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Christian Diamandis 

 933-4875, or 795-3344 
 933-4876 (fax) 

cdiamandis@benchmarkproperties.net 

 
 

Roving Patrol: 
(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Securitas Security Services 
 210-8377 

Notice.   
This notice is provided to all 
member-owners in accordance 

with Nevada State law.  Copies of 
the Meeting Minutes and Agen-
das are available upon 

request from our 
management at 

additional cost. 

In addition, the 

minutes of each 
meeting may be 
downloaded from 

our website at no 

cost. 


