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From the Editor:

Hi Everyone,

| hope you all had a wonderful
Holiday Season.

We love the many flocks of migra-
tory birds that the cold winter
season brings to our lake. Soon
it'll be springtime and the change
of seasons will start the fish spawn-
ing, the ducklings hatching, and the
turtles sunning. We truly live in a

wonderful place!

This issue will update you on the
recent Lakes Festival of Lights.
We're also proud to announce
that some members of our com-
munity have recently received

some prestigious awards.

| wish you all a happy, healthy and
prosperous 2009.

Ly

Greg Toussaint, Editor

Snow Falls on Autumn Leaves
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New Lakes Board Member

It was with genuine sorrow that
we received Pat Murphy’s resigna-
tion from the Lakes Association
board of directors. Pat worked
hard for our community, he was
fair to all, and he always brought
humor to our meetings. We'll

miss him very much.

The board of directors has ap-
pointed Nancy Slitz to serve out

the remainder of Pat’s term.

Nancy and her husband John have
lived in Lakes Estates for over a

decade. Nancy is a local real es-
tate agent, and she has previously
served on another homeowner

association board of directors.

We're confident that Nancy Slitz
will be a great addition to the
board and that she will serve our

community well.

Thank you Nancy for your willing-
ness to serve your community, and
welcome to The Lakes Association

board of directors.

Got Color?

To save the Association money,
we always print the newsletter in
black and white. But you can get it
in color on your computer. Just
go to The Lakes Association website
and click on the “News at The

Lakes” button.

We hope you enjoy the color
photos!

Questions &
Comments?

Do you have a question about
your community or homeowners
association? Would you like to
contribute information for the

next Lakes Newsletter?

If so, please drop our Manager a
line. We'll be glad to answer your
questions. And we'll do our best
to make room for your informa-

tion.

www.LakesAssociation.com




Page 2

The Lakes Newsletter

Linda Wynne Receives Securitas Heroism Award
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Many of you have met Linda
Wynne as she patrols our commu-

nity each night.

But what you may not know is that
Linda recently received the prestig-
ious 2008 Mobil Officer of the Year
for Heroism Award for Heroism from
Securitas Mobile Services. She went
to Chicago to receive her beautiful
trophy and letter of commenda-
tion. We’re all so very proud of

her.

She’s been with us for several
years now, and everyone agrees
that Linda is the best patrol-person
we've ever had. She may be small,

but she’s mighty!
Linda is one of those people who

really takes her work seriously,
and she cares about all the people

in our community. She even takes
the time to remind us: when we
leave our garage doors open and
vulnerable, when we forget to turn
our car lights off, or when we

leave a doors open.

So, the next time you see her
driving around in her little white
car, make it a point to stop her
and offer your congratulations.
Let her know how much you ap-
preciate all that she does to help
keep us safe. She’s truly a part of

our Lakes community.

P.S. She likes coffee too! ©

Lakes Seniors Receive City of Las Vegas Award

Congratulations to Lakeview
homeowners Jerry & Camille
Duskin on receiving the City of Las
Vegas Senior of the Quarter Award.
It was given in recognition of their
continuing efforts to beautify our

city and promote the arts.

Jerry & Camille are active in the
Las Vegas Gateway District. ~ The
Gateway District is a blighted area
also known as the Meadows Village
or Naked City. Over the past four
years, they’ve donated time and
money to enrich the community by
sponsoring murals and a public arts

project in the area.

Three years ago, they began a
project to enhance three buildings
in the neighborhood. They were
able to get donations from the
owners of buildings and from a
paint company. They partnered
with Stupak Community Center's
youth group who helped paint
murals on an alley wall. These
murals have remained graffiti-free
all of these years and give families
and children in the area a great
opportunity to enjoy inspiring and
colorful art.

In 2007 they helped with two City
of Las Vegas projects: The Keep
America Beautiful Mural Project at
Ronnow Elementary School, and
the Richfield Neighborhood Associa-
tion Make a Difference Day Mural

Project on Richfield Street. They
helped prepare the projects, as-
sessed the scope of projects, iden-
tified products needed, donated
paint, prepared the walls (canvas)
and mixed the colors for the vol-

unteers.

Camille also serves as a docent for
the House of Blues Foundation pro-
grams at Mandalay Bay. lerry
received the lefferson Award for

outstanding volunteerism in 2007.

They’re very involved in promoting
promising, young artists and help-
ing both young and old learn about

the beauty of music and the arts.

We're very proud of their accom-
plishments. They’re a great exam-
ple of the kind of people we have
here in The Lakes. It's all about
neighbors getting involved to help
make our community a better

place to live, work and play.

Keep up the good work Camille &
lerry.

It’s Time to Take Down Your Holiday Decorations

We want to thank you for deco-
rating your homes and boats.
Your lights and decorations really
made our community special dur-

ing the Holidays.

Now it’s time to take them down
and store them until next year. So
if you haven’t already done so,
please take down your decora-

tions.

Note. Small decorative lights may
be displayed year-round — but

only on trees and shrubbery.
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The Festival was... a Breeze!

The weatherman wasn’t kind to us
this year, but even so, nearly three
thousand residents braved the cold
wind to enjoy this year’s Lakes
Festival of Lights. And judging from
all the smiling faces, they had a

great time despite the weather.

And why not? We had everything
you could want: a spectacular car
show, tremendous crafts and ex-
hibits, scrumptious food (thanks to
Outback Steakhouse and all our
concessionaires), a five-hour enter-
tainment program, face painters,
balloon twisters, a visit from Santa,
and of course our signature event,

the Lakes Electric Light Boat Parade.

Volunteers. I'm so thankful to our
amazing (though wind-blown) volun-
teers who came out on the day of
the Festival to help us put on the
event. You and all those who
helped out prior to the Festival are

really great! (see list on page 5)

Executive Team. Our Team Cap-
tains (listed on the right) worked
many hours to plan and organize
the Festival, which was only possi-
ble because of their hard work and
dedication. We couldn’t have had
a better or more dedicated team.

Thank you all so very much.

City of Las Vegas. From our start
in 2001, the City of Las Vegas has

given invaluable support to us. As
the Festival has gotten bigger and
bigger, our needs have grown. So
this year our City Councilman
Steve Wolfson, got directly in-
volved and really helped us out.
His liaison Audrie Dodge lent a
hand by coordinating government
resources for us. And CLV event
specialist Christie Dare-Garness
brought the kind of professional
organization that we needed to
take the Festival to the next level.
We thank Councilman Wolfson,
Audrie and Christie for being an

even bigger part of our event.

Sponsors. It takes money to put
on a free event, and our sponsors
(listed on page 5) played a very
important part in making the Festi-
val possible. Many thanks to all of
our sponsors for once again com-
ing through for us, even in these
difficult times. We just couldn’t do

it without you.
Lakes Residents. Our event gets

really spectacular once the sun
goes down. The Lakes Festival of

Dave Fordham as Santa Claus

Lights earns its name only because
so many of you decorate your
homes and enter your boats in the
parade. Each year we send our
judges throughout the community,
and in appreciation for your hard
work and creativity, we leave
trophies and awards on people’s
doorsteps. Check out the list of
award winners on page 4. You
might just find your name... or

your neighbor’s.

If we somehow missed you, we do
apologize. It's pretty dark out
there and we sometimes get ad-
dresses wrong. Also, if your lights
were inadvertently turned off on
the night of December 6%, our
judges would have missed you.

But we’ll get you next year!

Next Year. That’s right, soon we’'ll
start planning the 2009 Lakes
Festival of Lights. If you'’re not
already a Festival volunteer, this is
your chance to join the fun. So
please contact me if you're inter-
ested in helping to make 2009 the

best Festival ever.

Happy New Year,

Greg Toussaint

Chairman, Lakes Festival of Lights
256-9998
greg@global-markets.com

The 2008 Lakes Festival of Lights
Executive Committee:

PJ Conte Grounds & Electrical
Audrie Dodge City of Las Vegas
Toni Frustaci ------------------ Charities & Craft Show
Louisa Gray Ticketing

Deborah Manning & Suzanne Emerson - Boat parade

Michelle Oshins Exhibits
Megahn Porras Car show
Stephen Sorrentino Publicity

Food Concessions
Entertainment,
Judging & Awards

Burt Steinberg
Donna Toussaint

Greg Toussaint Chairman
Ed Vega Park Decorations
John Wilson ----------------- Traffic Control & parking
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Congratulations to our Award Winners!

Home Decoration Trophies:

A Trophies:
Rossi & Mary Jo Ralenkotter ------ Beach View Estates Sweepstakes Award
Pete & Maria Costello-«---+---vevee Glenview Landing Sweepstakes Award
Phil & Stephanie Rogers:------«--+weeevenee Laguna Bay Sweepstakes Award
Nancy Murphy -« veeeevnei Lakes Estates Sweepstakes Award
The Kelly Family:----«oeevemeeennnin. Lakeview Sweepstakes Award
Dick & Sue Peck:«-+-+euevenvennen North Shore Estates Sweepstakes Award
Jacqueling Taylor -« -« eoveveeenneens South Shore Villas Sweepstakes Award
Pamela Bell -+ «ceeereremmmm Ho“day Decoration
The Chelli Family: -+« cvveeeei Holiday Decoration
Brandt England ................................................ Ho“day Decoration
Babe & Ten’y Glalketsis ««++ssseeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiians, Ho“day Decoration
The Gill Famiily «« - veveeermeenie Holiday Decoration
Marcy JO Kallighk «+ceeeeeeeeeniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Ho“day Decoration
Connie McFarland «««« - eeeerremiiiiiiiiiiiia Ho“day Decoration
Jane Arlene Mundy:««« -« oereerenr Holiday Decoration
Yvonne O'Connell -« Ho“day Decoration
Fred & Linda Simione -« -« reeererrmiiiinnnnns Ho“day Decoration
Stephen Sorrentino & Joseph Hernandez ---««----++------ Holiday Decoration
The Stark Fam”y .............................................. Ho“day Decoration
Mel & Laura TOUSSEAU -« +««-rerrreesrererieeeeee, Holiday Decoration
The Zeppa Family -« oveveveeivin Holiday Decoration
B Trophies:

Ted Aretos Bob & Anna Bailey
Cindy Coletti & Dave Fordham

Romeo & Arlene Dublin  David & Sue Dudzinski
Gene & Patricia Gehres Doug & Martina Geinzer
The Gonzalez Family Jack Heywood & Ed Vega
Jim & Ginger Ruther Suguru Sato

The Turner Family Warren & Michele Volker
The Yumiaco Family

Bob & Karen Bailey
The Coury Family

Jack & Esther Enkowitz
Victor & Linda Gill
The Nelson Family
The Slitz Family

Oren Wolk

C Trophies:

lim & Mikey Bilbray The Brown Family
The Dinneen Family Scott & Patricia Dockswell
Leslie & Lewis Eslick John & Joyce Fidler
Jeff Linn Bill & Deborah Manning
Richard & Betty Newberry
Andrew & Alexandra Palluck
The Schweitzer Family
Virginia Vilensons

Herman & Paula Zupnik

The Aretos Family
David & Marianne Boyle
Melody Edwards

Curt Hicken

The Morgan Family
Steve & Michelle Oshins
Wayne & Patty Schmidtberger

The Soong Family The Venter Family
Daniel Young The Zeppa Family

Certificates of Appreciation:

Bob & Terri Giandomenico
Joanne Levy
The Pappas Family

Paul & Linda Green
Onnie Magar
Virginia Schaffer

Ron & Joan Coury
Thomas & Linda Lesher
Robert & Jane Morgan
Lester & Susan Strait

(Judged on December 6, 2008)

Boat Decoration Trophies:

A Trophies:
The Ke”y Fam||y ............................................. Sweepstakes Award
Babe & Terry Gialketsis -« veoeeereeeneninnns Holiday Boat Decoration
Jim & Ginger RUther ««--evveveeveieiiiien, Holiday Boat Decoration
B Trophies:

Pamela Bell The Brown Family
Cindy Coletti & Dave Fordham

Jack & Esther Enkowitz John & Joyce Fidler
Yvonne O'Connell The Pappas Family
Stephen Sorrentino & Joseph Hernandez

Melody Edwards
Marcy Jo Kallick
Fred & Linda Simione
Jacqueline Taylor

C Trophies:
Ted Aretos Bob & Anna Bailey Jerry & Camille Duskin
Bud & Eileen English Jeff Linn Burt Steinberg

The Turner Family The Zeppa Family

(Judged on December 6, 2008)

The Lakes

FESTIVAL OF

LiGhw*

Special Trophies:

Beach VieW EStates «--«xrrerrrrerrmmererinnereinnneennns Best Decorated Gate
PJ Conte & John Wilson, Jack Heywood & Ed Vega

Captain's Cove Lakeside BiStro ««----roveveveereinenss Holiday Decoration
Lake Sahara Yacht Club «+«--cvvveeeiiiiis Ho“day Decoration
South Shore Villas Homeowners Association -------- Holiday Spirit Award
Larry & Betty HaNSEN =« rrrrrmmrrreiiiiiiii Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus
Dave FOrdnam «««ccveerrrmmmmm Santa at The Lakes
The Costello Fam||y ................................................ Dancing Santa
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ThankYou to All our Supporters

Sponsors & Donations

Premier Sponsors:
The City of Las Vegas

Outback Steakhouse

Jaramillo Landscape & Maintenance Co.

Sponsors:

Home News
Benchmark Association Services
Lakes Lounge
Citibank

International Cruise & Excursions, Inc. (ICE)

Donations:
Ron & Carol Barnett
Captains Cove
Larry & Betty Hansen
Harry Kallick
Ideal Community Management
Lakes Marina

Michelle Oshins

Entertainers:

Larry & Betty Hansen (Santa & Mrs. Claus)
Jimmy Mac and the Brazos River Band
David Riggleman (Emcee)

Gillian Riggleman (Emcee)

Shari Singer (Emcee)

Nancy Byrne (Emcee)

Darwin J. Morgan (Boat Parade Announcer)
Ziggy Pawlowski & the Saint Joseph Husband & Mary Choral Group
M.J. Christensen ES Honor Choir
Hyde Park MS Choir
Faith Lutheran School Choir

LV Metropolitan Police Color Guard

Festival Volunteers

Aceves, Kirk
Barnett, Carol
Brooks, June
Cegavske, Barbara
Cegavske, Tim

Myers, Lynn
Ortega, lohan
Oshins, Michelle
Pawlowski, Ziggy
Porras, Megahn

Chapman, Alan Puzia, Drew
Chapman, Cheryl Puzia, Kat

Cobb, Jerry Riggleman, David
Cobb, Pat Riggsby, Daphne
Conte, PJ Rogers, Stephanie
Dockswell, Patricia Schweit, Philip
Dockswell, Scott Silva, Sharon
Dodge, Audrie Sims, Danny
Duskin, Camille Singer, Shari
Emerson, Suzanne Somers, Debbi
English, Eileen Somers, Lou
Fidler, John Sorrentino, Stephen
Fidler, Joyce Steinberg, Burton
Ford, Gloria Stephen, Chris
Ford, Jack Toussaint, Danielle

Frustaci, Sam
Frustaci, Toni
Garness, Christie
Gray, Louisa
Hansen, Betty
Hansen, Larry
Hernandez, Joseph
Heywood, Jack

Toussaint, Donna
Toussaint, Greg
Toussaint, Joshua
Tousseau, Laura
Tousseau, Mel
Vega, Ed

Venter, Jenny
Venter, Willem

Holt, Wanna Virgadamo, Nicole
Kallick, Harry Vose, Gail
Kallick, Marcy Weber, Valerie
Kilponen, Anne Weinhandl, Franz
Long, Ken Weiss, Irene
Manning, Deborah Wilson, John
McDeavitt, Daniel Wolfson, Steve
McFarland, Connie Wynne, Linda
McNamara, Jim
Mearns, Lindsey (Total 75)
Morgan, Darwin J.

Dignitaries:

State Senator Barbara Cegavske — Grand Marshal

Las Vegas City Councilman Steve Wolfson

Participating Charities:

The Animal Foundation
Nevada SPCA No Kill Animal Sanctuary
Ray of Hope Foundation

U.S. Marines Toys for Tots
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors

People often ask who they should
use for home services. The Lakes
Association doesn’t qualify or
recommend vendors, but some

homeowners have sent us a list

of vendors that they like.

As a service to our homeown-
ers, we publish a list of such

vendors.

Please understand that The Lakes
Association assumes no liability for

the actual performance of these
vendors. We're merely passing
along recommendations made by

our neighbors.

Do you have a vendor that does
great work? If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors? If
you'd like to recommend some-
one, just send us their name,
phone number and what their
specialty is. We'll be glad to list
them in our next issue. Please

email the information to
greg@global-markets.com.

We maintain the list on an honor
system.  We'll list anyone that a
homeowner recommends, how-
ever if any homeowner sends us a
complaint about a vendor, we'll
unconditionally remove them from

future lists.

Air Conditioning & Heating
Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating
734-7750

Boar Repair:
Gerry's Marine
Gerry Mullins - Owner
702-856-0370

Decorative Rock:
Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rock—

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply
896-2070

Handyman (Home Resale Prep):
Val Dimitro
286-0323

Housekeeping:

Emmajean Kinnett
375-3808

Landscape Design:
Allen Berry
743-6666

Lighting and Fans:
Northern Lights
438-6600
www.northernlighslv.com

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers:
Install Pro
642-6669
Matt 205-0821

Nurseries:
Moon Valley Nursery
Don or Juan
735-8733
www.moonvalleynursery.com

Turner Greenhouse Cactus
Dave & Kris Turner
645-2032

Painters (Artist/Faux):
Finishes Unlimited
454-0287
Greg 768-6801

Brad Fisher
338-7982

Patio Furniture:
Classico Patio Furniture
602-268-7442
www.classicopatiofurniture.com

Pest Control:
Pro-Tech Pest Service
898-7677

Pool Repair :
Pool Sharks
477-7665

Pool Re-plasterers:
BND Pool Plaster Specialist
644-8980
www.bndplastering.com

Sprinkler Installation:
Moon-Sun Landscapes
Mark Brightwell
464-6780

Tree Trimming:
First choice Tree Service
564-1998

Window Replacement:

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop
368-2687

Wood Floor installers:
Classic Floor Covering
John Black
353-5374

Results of Security Polls

Last year, a number homeowners
came to the board asking them to
increase security measures in our
community.  Any such measure
would require an increase in
homeowner assessments

(dues) that would have to

be approved by a majority

vote of our members.

Many different ideas
were proposed to

improve  security,
ranging from a few
random  patrols

daily to placing
security guards at our
gates. Since our members
had no clear preference, the
board decided to narrow it down.
They had multiple-choice ballots
sent out to all of our members so
that everyone could express their

preferences.

The results came back with no
clear winners, so the board chose
the two options that they felt had
the best chance of gaining support

from the community:

1. Add several random security
patrols each day.

2. Increase patrol hours from
10 hours per day to 16.

We again asked you to vote for
your favorite of these two choices.
The results came back split almost
50-50, with a slight majority pre-
ferring random patrols.

The problem is that fewer than
one third of our members voted at
all. With only 51 people voting in
favor of the winning option and
based on previous voting history,
the board felt it highly unlikely that
151 of our 300 property owners

would vote in favor of raising
assessments to pay for additional

security.

Seeing little likelihood of a majority
vote and to avoid the cost of hold-
ing an official vote of the members,
the board decided to officially
close the matter. No additional
security expenses will be consid-

ered at this time.

This process was long and it may
have seemed unnecessary to some
of you, but in the face of so many
requests from homeowners for
additional security, the board felt it
was their duty to give all of our
members an opportunity to be

heard.

Thank you all for your participa-
tion.
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Boat Sales & Services

Residents often ask where they can
buy a boat or how they can get
their boat serviced. We have two
companies that are authorized by
The Lakes Association to sell and
service boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft. Both
companies have local representa-

tives that offer excellent boats.

Important note. The Lakes Associa-
tion accepts no responsibility for the
quality of any product or service

offered by these companies.

Duffy Electric Boats

17260 Muskrat Avenue
Adelanto, CA 92301

(800) 645-1044
www.duffyboats.com

Local: Las Vegas Electric Boats
Scott Dockswell
LasVegasElectricBoats@cox.net

ElectraCraft

2251 Townsgate Road

Westlake Village, CA 91361
(800) 221-2083
www.electracraft.com

Local: The Lakes Marina Company
www.jimnann.com/electricboats
Jim Sims

cdmimc@cox.net

871-8792

871-7095 Fax

Lose Something?

Our windy weather often blows
things into the lake. When our
lake maintenance crew finds per-
sonal property floating in the lake,
they store it for 90 days. If you've
lost lawn furniture, seat cushions,

pool toys, etc. you may be able to
get them back. Just call Danny
Sims at 461-0477 and he'll let you

know if he has your items.

The Lakes Community Calendar

January 22, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

February 26, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

March 26, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

March 26, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

April 23, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

May 25, 11:00 a.m.
The Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony

The Lakes South Park
May 28, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

June 25, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

July 23, 6:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting
Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

Join a Lakes Committee

be glad to add your name to a list
for a future committee opening.

Those who serve on the various
Lakes Association Committees
provide a valuable service to our
community. They volunteer their
time and talents to help improve
our community and we appreciate

their contributions.

If you're interested in being on any
of these committees, please send a
letter, fax or e-mail to our Com-
munity Manager Michelle Duncan.
Her contact information is listed
on the back page of this newslet-

ter.

Let us know which committee
interests you, and then tell us a
little about yourself and why you’d
like to be on the committee. We'll

The Lakes Committees

Beach View Estates Landscape:

Lake Oversight Committee:

P.J. Conte Mike Brown
Jack Heywood P.J. Conte
Donna Toussaint Jim Palmer

Ed Vega Greg Toussaint, Chairman
John Wilson Willem Venter

Lakeview Landscape: John Wilson
Louisa Gray Architectural Review Committee:
Sharon Woods Dave Dudzinski

Lakes Estates Landscape:
Stephen Sorrentino

North Shore Estates Landscape:
Harry Kallick

Stephen Sorrentino
Laura Tousseau

Wayne Schmidtberger




Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice

Board of Directors Board of Directors Important Contacts:
Meeting Notice ) )
Greg Toussaint, President Our Manager:
Day: The fourth Thursday of Burt Steinberg, Vice President Michelle Duncan
every month (except No- Willem Venter, Secretary / Treasurer 933-4875, or 795-3344
vember and December). Harry Kallick, Director 933-4876 (fax)
Time:  All meetings begin at Nancy Slitz, Director MDuncan@benchmarkproperties.net
6:00 p.m.
Location: Roving Patrol:
Benchmark - Lakes Branch (6 p.m.to 4a.m.)
8685 West Sahara Avenue Securitas Security Services
Suite 280 . 210-8377
Las Vegas, NV 89117 M . . ;
: This notice is provided to all meeting may be downloaded
(Behind Outback) . .
member-owners in accordance from our website at no cost.

with Nevada State law. Copies
of the Meeting Minutes and
Agendas are
available upon
request from our
management at

additional cost.

In addition, the
minutes of each

Board meetings are open to all
members of the Association.
At the start of each meeting
members are given an oppor-
tunity to provide their com-
ments and input to the board.

We encourage you to attend.

ASSOCIATION

The Lakes Association

c/o Benchmark Association Services
8685 West Sahara Avenue

Suite 280

Las Vegas, NV 89117

Phone: 933-4875, or 795-3344
Fax:  933-4876

www.LakesAssociation.com




