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From the Editor:

This is an important year for The
Lakes. We're officially 25-years-
old... but you'd never know it by
looking at her! In December, we'll
have our tenth Lakes Festival of
Lights thanks to all the volunteers
and supporters that have made it
possible. It’s really hard to believe
ten years have come and gone, and
the Festival is going stronger than

ever.

We were honored to have Mayor
Oscar Goodman as our guest
speaker at the Lakes Association
Annual Meeting. He went from
table to table and all the way down
the buffet line greeting all of our
members. It was a great occasion
and everyone seemed to have a

good time.

Don’t overlook the reminder on
page 6 to prune your palm trees. |
don’t know about you, but | hate
getting those letters. And yes, |
have received letters too! No
one’s invisible to the eye of our

monthly Benchmark inspector.

Yacht Club members have bid a
fond farewell to the Lake Sahara
Yacht Club. It’'s sad to see this

beautiful building leave our lake.
Have you visited our website? If
not, you should check it out. It

contains a wealth of information,
history and photos that | think

you'll find interesting.

There are also a couple of boats
for sale. If you're in the market,

check out the listings on page 7.

| hope you enjoy this issue.

Greg Toussaint, Editor

813-3012
greg@global-markets.com

Questions &
Comments?

Do you have a question about
your community or homeowners
association? Would you like to
contribute information for the

next Lakes Newsletter?

If so, please drop our Manager a
line. We'll be glad to answer your
questions. And we'll do our best
to make room for your informa-

tion.

www.LakesAssociation.com
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Pam Tigert

A Note From Your Community Manager

Greetings to all Lakes Association
owners! It is hard to believe, but
the holidays are right around the
corner. That means that the Lakes
Festival of Lights will be taking
place soon as well. Here’s hoping
for some decent weather for the
Festival and boat parade. If you
would like to volunteer to help
this year, please contact Donna &

Greg Toussaint.

Thanks to all of you who attended
the Annual Meeting of Members
this year. We had at least 75
homeowners in attendance to hear
Mayor Oscar Goodman and enjoy

the company of their neighbors.

You will soon be receiving the
2011 budget information. Unfor-

tunately, the Board of Directors
had no choice but to raise assess-
ments (dues) a little for the up-
coming year. The budget is a
detailed process that takes histori-
cal costs into account to project
the expenses for the upcoming
year. When you receive your
budget, please feel free to contact

me if you have any questions.

Don’t forget to submit an ARC
application if you are planning any
changes to your property that
would be visible from the common
area (street or lake). All improve-
ments must be approved by the
ARC Committee prior to begin-

ning your project.

Look Ma... no Summerlin!!

As always, please contact me with
any questions you may have re-
garding the Association and how it
runs, or if you receive a notifica-
tion from me and have questions.
It would be my pleasure to speak

with you
Sincerely,

Fam Tigert

Your Community Manager
795-3344 (work)

287-1991 (cell)
ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net
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25 Annual Meeting Wins Oscar !

We needed something special to
mark the 25" anniversary of our
community, and special it was!
Our guest speaker Mayor Oscar
Goodman wowed the crowd at
our Lakes Association Annual Meet-
ing held at the Canyon Gate Coun-

try Club.

Mayor Goodman shook hands and
spoke with the 75 members who
attended. The crowd was so big
that we had to bring in extra tables

and chairs.

This is Oscar’s last year as our
Mayor, so it was a great way for
our community to thank him for all

he’s done for us and for our city.

As only the Mayor can do, his
speech was both interesting and
hilarious.  Thank you so much
Mayor Goodman for being with us,
and for your nearly twelve years of

service to our city.

The Mayor and association presi-
dent Greg Toussaint jointly cut a
celebratory cake in honor of our
community’s 25 years of existence.
The cake was both beautiful and
delicious, and we thank Sheri Wil-
son for doing such a great job on

short notice.

When our community was started
back in 1985, they had to pave
Sahara Avenue all the way from
Rainbow. Look at the picture on
the left taken way back when The
Lakes was the only thing west of
Rainbow. There was no Canyon
Gate, no Peccole Ranch and cer-
tainly no Summerlin. Sahara Ave-
nue turned into a dirt road west of
Crystal Water Way. Our commu-
nity truly moved the City’s
boundaries to the west and paved
the way for all that now surrounds

us.
We all
years of Lakes Living!

enjoyed celebrating 25

Our Lake Manager Danny Sims
received the President’s Special
Award for his outstanding efforts to
reduce the lake algae this past
June. Over a three-week period
Danny and his crew removed and
disposed of over 8,000 pounds of
algae from our lake. We appreci-
ate the great job he did as well as
his continuing efforts to keep our
lake clean, healthy and looking

great.

Everyone enjoyed the buffet, and
the opportunity to get reac-

quainted with their neighbors.

There were three board positions
up for election, but only three
people submitted their names in
nomination.  All of them were
incumbents, so the Lakes Associa-
tion Board of Directors remains

unchanged.

We thank you for your continuing
support.

Your Board of Directors:

Greg Goussaint, President
_}\fancy Aitz, Vice President

Burt C%einﬁerg, Secretary-
Treasurer

%ﬂy Hallick, Director
_Cfarry LRobtins, Director
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Meet Your Neighbor: Debbi Somers

In this issue we meet a dynamic
woman... not only successful in
business but also an asset to our
community. Debbi Somers has lived
here at The Lakes almost as long

as we have has been in existence.

Born and raised in West Chicago,
Debbi began working at the age of
fourteen for the family run busi-
ness, Jim’s Food Center on Main
Street. By the time she was six-
teen, she had enrolled in the IRO
program at West Chicago Savings
and Loan so she could work a half
day and go to school a half day. By
seventeen she was the head teller

at West Chicago Savings and Loan.

Debbi married at age 19, had a
daughter Tammi at twenty two and
was living the American Dream.
Ten years later, as a recently di-
vorced single mom, Debbi relo-
cated to Las Vegas seeking a fresh

start in life.

Having spent a few years in prop-
erty management and banking, she
took a job at Breuners Furniture
Rental as a convention sales man-
ager. Soon she met and married
Lou Somers and they haven’t

looked back since.
Debbi has seen many changes in

The Lakes area since she and her
family moved into our Lakeview

subdivision back in 1987. Back
then this area was considered
pretty far out of town, but she and
Lou knew they wanted to raise

their blended family here.

After five years at Breuners, she
decided to follow in her father’s
footsteps and become an entrepre-
neur. Debbi has always been a
trend setter. In 1989 she started a
woman-owned business in the
male-dominated convention field.
Debbi founded Somers Furniture to
serve the needs of the convention
and hotel/casino industries. Under
her leadership as president &
CEO, Somers Furniture has grown
to three divisions: Convention
Services, Special Events and Cus-
tom Furniture.  She just tries
things and it works, which is why
she has received so many distin-
guished industry awards through-

out her career.

In 1999, needing more space but
wanting to stay in The Lakes com-
munity, the Somers moved just
across the lake to their current

home in Beach View Estates.

When the current recession hit,
Lou urged Debbi to muddle
through it by streamlining her
company and starting a new divi-
sion specializing in the design and

manufacture of custom furniture
for pool areas and terraces.

Debbi is not only a successful
business woman; she is a wife, a
mother, a grandmother, and a

good neighbor and friend.

Volunteering and giving back to
her community is close to Debbi’s
heart. She regularly donates her
time and her furniture to both the
Lakes Festival of Lights and the Lakes
Memorial Day Ceremony.  Debbi
and Lou can always be counted on
to lend a hand to help our commu-

nity.

Donna Joussaint

Feature Writer
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Check Us Out on the Web

The Lakes Association website
contains a wealth of information
about our community and our

homeowners association.

Click on the
“Community”

button to learn
e e what makes up
our  community.
Click on “Lake

Sahara” for infor-
mation about our
lake and review
the “Rules &
Regulations”  for

using the lake.

The  “History”
page will tell you
about the begin-
ning of our com-
munity with lots of

... pictures.

If you want to know more about
how our homeowners association
operates, click on the
“Association” button. It brings up
most of what you need to know
and whom you can contact if

there’s a problem.

You can even read and download
copies of our CC&Rs and other

governing documents.

Are you planning to make changes
to the exterior of your home or
landscaping? If so, just click on the
“ARC” button for information on
what to do. You can download an
ARC Application from the website
and get the process started right

away.
The “News at The Lakes” page

allows you to view or download all
the back issues of the Lakes News-

letter... and in recent years they

even come up in color.

Click on the “Lakes Photo Gallery”
to see some great shots from
around our community. Send the

link to your friends and family and
show them the beautiful commu-

nity that we all call home.

This site is the best place to learn
what The Lakes is all about. We

hope you enjoy it.

www.LakesAssociation.com
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The Lakes Festival of Lights — It’s Gonna’ be a Ten

It doesn’t seem possible but this
December we’ll have our Tenth
Annual Lakes Festival of Lights.
What an accomplishment for our
community and for all the volun-
teers and supporters that have

made this possible.

After ten years, it's a good time to
step back and assess what this
event has meant to our commu-

nity.

The most important benefit of the
Festival is that it has brought so
many of our neighbors together.
Many Lakes residents now have
close friends that they met while
working on the Festival. Commu-
nities where neighbors know each
other are not only better places to
live, it’s a proven fact that they’re

safer too.

The Festival has also raised our
profile in Southern Nevada. Ten
years ago, with our developer no
longer promoting our community,
The Lakes had lost some of it’s
prominence to newer, well adver-
tised master-planned communities.
Home buyers became less likely to
look in our community for their

next home.

The Lakes Festival of Lights has
brought renewed interest in our
community. Thousands of people
come every year, and the event
has been well promoted on TV,
radio and the press. Over the
years some of our homes have

been purchased by people who
first experienced our community
at a Festival and then decided they

wanted to live here.

And finally, the Lakes Festival of
Lights has given thousands of fami-
lies throughout our community an
opportunity to kick off the Holiday
Season right here in The Lakes. It
has created a real sense of com-

munity identity for our residents.

If you haven’t already done so,
please add your name to the grow-
ing list of volunteers, and see for
yourself how much fun it is to be
involved. Just go to our website at
www.lakesAssociation.com/

festival. You'll be glad you did.

We have a great Executive Com-
mittee and we’re busily planning
this year’s event. With help from
our good friends at KSNV Channel
3, we've got some big surprises
planned. Meteorologist Kevin
Janison has even promised us great
weather so it’s going to be fantas-

tic!

We want our community to look
it's best for the Holidays. So start
thinking now about your Holiday
decorations, and let’'s see how
many beautifully lit boats we can
get entered in the parade. CH-3’s
Kim and Dana Wagner will once
again be announcing each boat as it
goes by the viewing stands, and
they’ll be selecting the winners.
We hear there will be some great

prizes, so get creative!

Be sure to invite your friends and
family out to this wonderful event.
We appreciate your support.

Your 2010 Lakes Festival of Lights
Executive Committee:

HAlephanie Gonover, Car show

Q@g Conte, Grounds & electrical

Hudrie Dodge, City of LV

Yoni Frustaci, Craft show

Christie Garness, Event Coord.

Souisa Gray, Ticketing

Krystell Hingler, Santa

Detorak JY(anm’ng, Sponsors

JY(ary Noran, Publicity

Mickelle Oshins, Exhibits

Sarry Roblins, Boat parade

Burt Sleinberg, Food conc.

Donna Joussaint, Entertainment,
judging & awards

yreg Foussaint, Chairman

&d Vega, Park decorations

a%ﬂn Wilson, Parking

The Lakes
FESTIVAL OF

Lighvg
e ¥ *;&é:‘* * "%,
CAR & CRAFT
FJHOW
NOON © 6PM
- FREE

| ADMISFION

INluminated
Boat Parade !

| Food Csv’ b:nger{ainment |

Lake East &

Lake Sahara Drive
S

Say Farewell to the Lake SaharaYacht Club

You may soon see the clubhouse
go floating down the lake past your

home. It won’t be a mirage!
Unfortunately, the Lake Sahara

Yacht Club lost its lease with the
owner of the commercial center

where it's been moored for the
past five years, and as a result the
clubhouse has to be removed from

the lake.

We'll miss its beautiful presence
on Lake Sahara, but many of us will

enjoy fond memories of good
times together.

Adieu!
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors

People often ask who they should
use for various home services.
The Lakes Association doesn’t
qualify or recommend any
vendors, but some home-
owners have sent us a list of

vendors that they like. As a

service to our members, we

publish a list of such vendors be-

low.

The Lakes Association assumes no
liability for the actual performance

of these vendors. We're merely
passing along recommendations

made by our neighbors.

Do you have a vendor that does
great work? If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors?
Just send us their name, phone
number and what their specialty is.
We'll be glad to list them in our
next issue. Please email the infor-
mation to:

greg@global-markets.com.

We maintain this list on an honor
system.  We'll list anyone that a
homeowner recommends, how-
ever if any homeowner sends us a
complaint, we’ll unconditionally
remove that vendor from future

lists.

Air Conditioning & Heating

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating
734-7750

Boat Washing & Detailing:
Michael Walter
215-9916

Boat & Car Washing & Detailing:
Fabulous Freddy’s Mobile Detail
Bryan Turner
862-9625 or 499-4510
FabulousDetail@gmail.com

Boat Repair:
Lakes Marina Company
(ElectraCraft & Duffy)
Jim Sims
cdmimc@cox.net
871-8792

Gerry's Marine
Gerry Mullins
856-0370

Car Washing & Detailing:
Marquez Mobile Detail
Jose & Maria Marquez
807-2078

Decorative Rock:
Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rock—

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply
896-2070

Dock Construction & Rework:
West Craft Inc.
Chanlee Hall
382-6167

Handyman:

PMP Handyman
Pedro Martinez
622-5582
pmphandyman@yahoo.com

Val Dimitro
286-0323

Housekeeping:

Emmajean Kinnett
375-3808

Landscaping:
MTG Landscaping
Manuel Garcia
540-8340

Landscape Design:

Allen Berry
743-6666

Lighting and Fans:

Northern Lights
438-6600

www.northernlighslv.com

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers:
Install Pro
642-6669
Matt 205-082 1

Nurseries:
Moon Valley Nursery
Don or Juan
735-8733
www.moonvalleynursery.com

Turner Greenhouse Cactus
Dave & Kris Turner
645-2032
Painters:
Brad Fisher
338-7982

Deco Plus Custom Painting
Julian Lovas
304-1053 or 810-6537

Patio Furniture:
Classico Patio Furniture
602-268-7442
www.classicopatiofurniture.com

Somers Furniture

837-1717
www.SomersFurniture.com
debbi@SomersFurniture.com

Pest Control:
Pro-Tech Pest Service
898-7677

Pool Repair:
Pool Sharks
477-7665

Pool Re-plasterers:
BND Pool Plaster Specialist
644-8980
www.bndplastering.com

Pool Service:

AA Best Pool Service
Ron
480-7705

Sprinkler Installation:
Moon-Sun Landscapes
Mark Brightwell
464-6780

Tree Trimming:
First choice Tree Service
564-1998

Upholstery & Canvas Repair:
Somers Furniture
837-1717
www.SomersFurniture.com
debbi@SomersFurniture.com

Window Replacement:

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop
368-2687

Wood Floor installers:
Classic Floor Covering
John Black
353-5374

Just a “Frondly”’ Little Reminder

Dead palm tree fronds are not just
unsightly, they also create an invit-
ing habitat for rodents. If you have
palm trees, please keep them
trimmed and free of brown fronds

and especially dates.

We realize that tall palm trees
create a special problem because
it's costly to have them trimmed.
To make life easier, Benchmark

only inspects tall (over 15 foot)
palm trees once a year — in early

October.
Please make sure that your palm
trees are trimmed free of brown

fronds and dates. That way you
can avoid getting one of those

annoying “courtesy” letters.

And remember, palms under 15

feet in height must be kept
trimmed year-round

Thank you for your assistance.
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Boat Sales & Services

Residents often ask where they can
buy a boat or how they can get
their boat serviced. We have two
companies that are authorized by
The Lakes Association to sell and
service boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft. Both
companies have local representa-

tives that offer excellent boats.
Important note. The Lakes Associa-
tion accepts no responsibility for the
quality of any product or service
offered by these companies.

Duffy Electric Boats
17260 Muskrat Avenue

Adelanto, CA 92301
(800) 645-1044
www.duffyboats.com
Local: Doug Geinzer
604-5627

ElectraCraft

2251 Townsgate Road

Westlake Village, CA 91361
(800) 221-2083
www.electracraft.com

Local: The Lakes Marina Company
www.jimnann.com/electricboats
Jim Sims

cdmlmc@cox.net

871-8792

871-7095 Fax

Boats For Sale

Used 16’ ElectraCraft Boat
Wade Myers
306-4693

2009 ElectraCraft 16CS

Tom Shelton
tgs54@cox.net
702-515-9563

uct, service or financial arrangement.

Fully equipped, mooring & sun covers, beige interior, like new

Important note. All sales and purchases are strictly between the buyer and the
seller. The Lakes Association accepts no responsibility for the quality of any prod-

The Lakes Community Calendar

September 23, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

October 28, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

November 13, 9:00 a.m.

Lakes North Park Decoration

Lake East Dr. & Lake Sahara Dr.

December 11, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
2010 Lakes Festival of Lights

Lake East Dr. & Lake Sahara Dr.

January 27, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

February 24, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

March 24, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

April 28, 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors meeting

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office

Lose Something?

Our windy weather often blows
things into the lake. When our
lake maintenance crew finds per-
sonal property floating in the lake,
they store it for 90 days. If you've
lost lawn furniture, seat cushions,

pool toys, etc. you may be able to
get them back. Just call Danny
Sims at 461-0477 and he’ll let you

know if he has your item.

Join a Lakes Committee

Those who serve on the various
Lakes Association Committees
provide a valuable service to all of
us. They volunteer their time and
talents to help improve our com-
munity and we really appreciate

their contributions.

If you'’re interested in being on any
of these committees, please send a
letter, fax or e-mail to our Com-
munity Manager. Contact informa-
tion is listed on the back page of

this newsletter.
Let us know which committee

interests you, and then tell us a
little about yourself and why you’d

like to be on the committee. We'll
be glad to add your name to a list
to fill an existing or future commit-

tee opening.

Lakes Committees:

Architectural Review Committee:

Beach View Estates Landscape:

Jerry Duskin

Deborah Manning
Larry Robbins

Wayne Schmidtberger
Laura Tousseau, Chair

Lake Oversight Committee:
PJ. Conte
Jim Palmer

Greg Toussaint, Chair
John Wilson

Energy Conservation Committee

Harry Kallick
Larry Robbins
Donna Toussaint

P.]. Conte

Jack Heywood
Donna Toussaint
Ed Vega

John Wilson

Lakeview Landscape:
Louisa Gray

Lakes Estates Landscape:
Nancy Slitz

North Shore Estates Landscape:
Harry Kallick




Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice

Board of Directors
Meeting Notice

Day: The fourth Thursday of each
month (except November and
December).

Time: All meetings begin at 6:00
p.m.

Location:
Benchmark - Lakes Branch
8685 West Sahara Avenue
Suite 280
Las Vegas, NV 89117
(Behind Burger King)

In accordance with NRS 116.3108,
this shall serve as notice of the
Board of Directors meetings of
The Lakes Association. The Board
of Directors will meet in Executive
Session one hour prior to each

regular Board Meeting.

Board of Directors

Greg Toussaint, President
Nancy Slitz, Vice President
Burt Steinberg, Secretary-Treasurer
Harry Kallick, Director
Larry Robbins, Director

Board meetings are open to all
members of the Association.
Homeowners are welcome to
speak to the Board of Directors
during the homeowner open fo-
rums. Please reserve your com-
ments for that portion of the
meeting. We encourage you to

attend.

As an owner, you have a FQ

right to request a
copy of the
audio recording,
the minutes, or
a summary of
the minutes of
the meet-
ing. The minutes

can be provided in electronic
format by email at no charge, or in
paper format at a cost not to
exceed 25 cents per page for the
first 10 pages, and 10 cents per
page thereafter. The minutes may
also be downloaded at no cost

from the Association website.

Important Contacts:

Our Manager:
Pam Tigert
795-3344 (work)
287-1991 (cell)
933-4876 (fax)
ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net

Roving Patrol:
(6 p.m. to 4a.m.)
Securitas Security Services
210-8377

T HE LA KoE S

ASSOCIATION

The Lakes Association

c/o Benchmark Association Services
8685 West Sahara Avenue

Suite 280

Las Vegas, NV 89117

Phone: 795-3344
Fax: 933-4876

www.LakesAssociation.com




