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From the Editor:

Hel l o everyone.
enjoying our beautiful spring
weather.

Living in our community is all
about our wonderful Lake, and this
issue contains a lot of information

to dee ydL @IPtiere. Yo udr e

A community is not about a place,
itods about peop
Meet Your Neighbaolumn helps
us to know who we are. Once
again she will introduce you to a

about what we O r e spkoal mgnber of ourmaconmmu-
tain Lake Sahar andist ydetathithr t a me
beauty. | hope it will be helpful to and great neighbor Berton
you. Severson.

Memorial Day is an important
occasion here at The Lakes be-
cause each year

host a beautiful ceremony in mem-
ory of those who have given their
lives to protect our freedoms. Go

to page 6 for all the details. | hope

woerd €ammimibyn blanagedr

Did you know you can access your
Benchmark account online? Read
Ram

col umn

Tigertds

Were you aware that rodents have
become a problem all over the

—h

ltds t

Val l ey ?
can do to keep rodents out of our
community. N

hope ydU'dhjoy RIS iBs0ePefhé

Lakes Newsletfeand as always

youdre wel come

you have any questions or com-
mepts. .
tos noted archi f

Greg Toussaint, Editor

8133012 .
Srdg@@dodmarkefsBomd e t ai

Cut t he Wi

Do you have a problem letting
guests and service people through
the gates when
You dondt have
gate code to all these people.

There's a much simpler solution.

Benchmark can program the gate
call box to ring your cell phone

reé Break

instead of your home phone. That
way no matter where you are you

y acantuze your guestshihwoungh 2he
t Qated i ve

out your

I t 6 s safarl $iwing out gate

codes to others is dangerous. We
recently discovered one gate code
that was used by more then

t he Code

twenty different people. Who
knows how many other people it

was given to.

So give it a try. Contact Bench-
mark and ask them to put your cell
phone number into the gate direc-
tory. It will make your life easier

and our community much safer.
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| Q_uestions &
Comments?

Do you have a question about
your community or homeowners
association? Would you like to
contribute information for the

next Lakes Newsletter?

If so, please drop our Manager g
line. We'll be glad to answer your
questions. And we'll do our best
to make room for your informa-

tion.

www.LakesAssociation.com

you
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Pam Tigert

A Note From Your Community Manager:

soon to those boatowners for
whom we do not have insurance

on file.

While working with your commu- on your account.
nity for the past eight months, |
have had the pleasure of meeting
many of you. | believe your com-
munity is a true diamond in the
desert and you are fortunate to
have very proactive Board of Di-

rectors.

If you need a barcode decal
(Lakeview residents only), remote
control or proxy card, you can Communication is the key to a
stop by our West Sahara office  successful community. Please feg
during business hours to purchase free to contact me with any ques-
them. The remote controls are  tions or concerns that you have
$30.00 and the proxy cards and regarding your community. [f you
Did you know that you can view  barcodes are $10.00. Also, please receive a notice from Benchmark;
your Lakes Association account remember to change your gate whether it pertains to your ac-
online at any time? Visit Bench- access codes at least one time per count or a compliance concern
mar ks web site aYear Please contact our office to that has been noticed on your
] have the code changed. property, please contact our office.
www.benchmarkproperties.net With good communication, most

i .4 We are updating our files with  nayers can be settled quickly and
On the left hand side, please click  1eqargs to hoat insurance certifi- quicrly

on the button thafes SA¥carehd dus of a2 Satisactoriy.
Accesso. I f-img 0 U hod brethe fake, PplbabeSsknd i :
A . , pleasesend in a
user, you will need to register. copy of your insurance certificate. Pam Tlgert
795-3344 (work)

After that, you can return to this \yg il pe sending out reminders
page at any time to see the activity g 287-1991 (cell)

Meet Your Neighbor: Berton Severson

Webr e lucky t o IBartore Severson haa meen with Traveling is an important part of
interesting people living in our Bergman Walls & Associdted as Bertonds life, and
community, andLaguna Bayesi- Vegas as an Architectural Design |ove vacationing all over the world.

dent Berton Severson is one of Consultant and Master Planner . . .

those people. He has truly made since 1995, but his first Las Vegas Berton has an incredible gift for
his mark on the world and espe- casino design work dates back to helPing others; ‘giving back ang
cially on our Las Vegas skyline. His 1950. As a designer of casino Paying it forward is very important

Berton with art he painted over 50 years ago

5 Nard work and lead-  resorts, mixeduse buildings, to him. He remembers the many
o .ﬂership have helped to  sports complexes and residential Wonderful mentors that helped
- | make our community  projects in Nevada and all over the im along the way, some of whom
" | a better place to live. world in places like Taiwan, Beijing We€'®: A Quincy Jones, Arthur
"~ |An  accomplished and Greece; he has left his won- Froehlich, and William Henry
architect, pianist,  derful mark for everyone to enjoy. ~ Harrison. That is why Berton has
artist, husband, father, = When you look at fabulous build- men_tored many talented young
grandfather and ings like Caesars Palace, Trump &rchitects coming up through the
friend; Berton is truly ~ Tower, River City in St. Louis, 'anks, and he will continue to do
a renaissance man MGM Grand, and the Paris Hotel SO.
with many talents. you realize what an impact he has | pis spare time, Berton enjoys
In 1998. he and Ge- had on the world stage and on our  gther interests, like building his
rald  moved  from G- And this is just a sampling. impressive collection of art and
Southern  Califomia L N €T € simply i snOstuptre, ORich i€ finterdhrsel
to Laguna Balyere at list all his accomplishments. with many of his own beautiful

the Lakes. Since then Growing up in Seattle with his Pal ntings. He 0 5
he has volunteered parents and older brother, Berton ~ @nd he plays the piano much bette
| his time to help our  started drawing at the age of t han heds willin
community: he served  seven. He comes from a family of ggrion says he is going to retire
on the Lakes Associa- musicians and artists, which ex- hig year. Well, we will see if he
tion board of direc- plains his innate talents. At six- really does, but even if he contin-
tors, was a key mem-  teen he drove a Modeh roadster ues his busy work schedule, we
ber of the Lakes to work and made 35¢ per hour. il continue to see him and Ge-
Architectural Review  He was educated at theniversity (14 on their boat reading the New
Committee for many of Southern Californiait Center of  york Times on Sunday mornings
years, served as a Design School Los Angeles and at  gpq maybe from time to time
Team Captain and the Mint Museum School of At having a glass of Scotch on af

volunteered for our Philadelphia. : .

Lakes Festival of Lights . cveningcruise.

and he did the con-  Berton takes great pr|'de in his  Thank you Berton for your contri-

ceptual drawing for  family which consists of: two sons, pytions to Las Vegas and to The
the Lake Sahara Yacht Clul®ur five grandchildren and four great Lakes community.

community is extremely fortunate ~ 9randchildren, plus 45 nieces and )
to have someone of his caliber and nepheV\{s from three different  PDonna Toussaint
generosity living in our community. ~ 9enerations. Feature Writer

o
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Rodent Riddance

According to local pest control
experts, rat and rodent popula-
tions have increased dramatically in
Southern Nevada over the past
few years.
problem throughout the valley,

without regard to economic strata.

Where do they come from?
mo s t cases th
communities with landscape plants,

especially palm trees.

Where do they hide?  They

seek out sheltered locations near
food sources, nesting under: back-
yard structures, inside spas, behind
pool equipment and BBQs, in
planters, etc. They can also invade
peopl eds homes,

How do we get rid of them?
There are some things we can all
do to keep rodents away from our

community.

The first thing is to eliminate their
sources of food. Trash cans are
easy food sources. Make sure
yours are kept securely closed at

The

Recipe

all times.

Fruit trees attract rodents like
nothing else. If you have fruit

rges dncluging date nalms), keep
them free of fru

dates or other fruit to accumulate
on your trees.

In
e y & If ¥ou S redgNts pear yaurpro

erty, contact your pest contro%
immediately. Using either traps or
bait stations, they can help rid your

area of rodents.

You might also alert your
neighbors of any rodent problem
you might see.

nize property lines. By working

together to remove fpod sou
9 &1 Y Geting? Refb 1R
control, we can eliminate rodent
infestations.

What about the Association? We need everyoneds help to make
If you look at a map of our com-  Our community less attractive to

munity, youdll seR€that tAe ktemfhonall work toget hg
areasinside our gates are pretty  eliminate the problem.

smal | , and they dondt contain any

food sources.

ces
pést ©

Since these areas are open for use
by all of our residents, including
children and pets, we do not feel
they are suitable places for traps

pr pqison.

Dondt all ow
The common areas outside our
gates and around the perimeter

of our community are

not under our direct

control. These areas
are man-

aged by our l
Association). Remem-

ber, these areas are

also free of food sources,
and may not be suitable
places to put traps or poison.

master
association
(the West

Raharg  GPymugily

LOC Update on Pipe Removal

We recently removed 16 large
vertical pipes from our lake to
improve boating safety and to
prevent potential sources of water

leakage.

When our lake was built over 25
years ago, 16 vertical standpipes
were installed all around the lake
as part of a system that was in-
tended to circulate and aerate the
water. None of us were here
then, but according to folklore this
system just didn
abandoned and replaced over 20
years ago with our current aerator
system which works extremely
well. The airstone bubblers main-
tain high oxygen levels in the water
(which we measure monthly), and
they circulate the water to prevent

stagnation.

Webve been conce

that, because some of these old
pipes reached so close to the
surface, a heavily loaded boat
might hit them or a fishing line
might pull on them. Boats could
be damaged. We were also con-
cerned that a pipe might get tilted

causing a break in the lakebed seal.

That could cause a catastrophic
loss of water. To give you an idea
just how serious it could be, the
loss of just one foot of water
d wouldvapst kver $30D@0 ithat
amounts to about $100 for every
single homeowner in the Lakes

Association.
We felt it was important to ad-

dress this problem, but it took us
some time to figure out how to do

it without harming our lake.

rWedr & o PaRP ¥hitiO%

eaer?y March, we hired a diver to

wa s

remove all the pipes, and we also
had him seal the holes just to make
sure there are no leaks. Problem

solved!

The Lake Oversight Committee:

PJ Conte

Jim Palmer
Greg Toussaint
John Wilson

repor
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LOC Update on Midge Flies
Wedre proud t o s aapimatshbattpreveats the lareaa r the results.
was a great year for midge flies. It from maturing into adults. )
was the result of a program that Before we all declare victory, keep
we developed to head off major The chart below shows all of the in mind the_it this program only
infestations of midge flies before water temperature and larvae prei/entsma or_outb_reak_s; it does-
they can hatch into those pesky €O UN t data that wrecntﬂv e e hatl mtng mmalgesxﬂtese_ d )
dults that Il hat over the |l ast fouWe@rar stilltogoigang it
adults that we all hate. hard to get the whole picture in  flying around bothering us, but
For over four years now, our lake  this black and white newsletter, hopefully we wonpodt S
maintenance crew has been sam- but you can download the newslet-  infestations we had in past years.
pling the sediment on the bottom  ter from our Lakes Association ) )
of the lake and counting the num-  website and see it in color. Just The Lake Oversight Committee:
ber of midge larvae (tiny red cl i ck on the 6&Newsbé d click
WOFmIS) 1ig each sallmple_:. They  on the Spring 2010 newsletter. Pj t.'bonté
sample 18 separate locations ever
i (;) P y But you can see the trend over the ‘]Im Palmer
en aays. past four years. One thing is clear, Greg Toussaint
Using this data we can see when as soon as we treat for midge flies .
the larvae population suddenly (see small black dots), the larvae John Wilson
explodes. As you can see on the counts drop rapidly which means
chart, this usually happens in April fewer adult midge flies buzzing
and June/July. As soon as we see a around. We have steadily evolved www.LakesAssociation.com
big jump, we treat the lake with a  this procedure to make it more
product that is safe for humansand ef f ecti ve and wedre pleased with
Historical Midge Count & Lake Temp.
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LOC Update on Algae

On the other
lucky with algae last year. From
April to June we were hit with a
huge algae outbreak. It was com-
ing up all over the laké every-

where!

We think our seasonal algae
growth was exacerbated by the
crazy weather patterns we had in
the Spring and early Summerfhe

chart below shows the highest
temperatures recorded daily by
our Lakes Weather Station (dark
vertical lines), compared with the
historical average high tempera-
tures from the National Weather

Servicégrey area).
The light grey areas (with no lines)
show colder than normal periods.

The black lines extending above
the grey represent hotter than

normal days.
As you can see, from February to

h a n dmid-Mareh iwwas enusudlly cold.

Then from late April through May

we were sweltering. In fact last
May was the warmest May on
record. Then in June the weather
flip-flopped again turning unusually

cool.

We feel all of this may have been a
factor in | ast
Hopefully it Won
this year, but if it does we have an
aggressive plan in place to elimi-

nate excessive algae.

We discovered an excellent topical
treatment that kills algae on con-
tact but is harmless to the lake, fish
and other wildlife.] f needed,
use this aggressively in 2010/e 6 | |
also have our lake maintenance
crew scoop the algae out of the
lake as fast as possibléfhis may
require us to hire laborers to
assist (at additional cost). They

will avoid littering common areas
and peopl eds yar
happened last year.

Wedr e al so addin

grass carp to Lake Sahara. They
like to eat algae so hopefully that

will help too.
e Y& hgve no ”?a o o expectthe
a%ae tchbg ifwas Iagt éjegr ql.Lt
o es
ciate your patience as we do our

very best to keep it under control.

Thank you for your support and
understanding.

The Lake O\ferS|ght Committee:

PJ Conte

Jim Palmer
Greg Toussaint
John Wilson
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors

People often ask who they should
use for various home services.
The Lakes
qualify or recommend ven-
dors, but some homeowners
have sent us a list of vendors

that they like.

As a service to our homeown-
ers, we publish below a list of such
vendors.

The Lakes Associatiagsumes no
liability for the actual performance

Associodtithresdoesemdtor s.

passing along recommendations
made by our neighbors.

Do you have a vendor that does
great work? If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors?
Just send us their name, phone
number and what their specialty is.

next issue. Please email the infor
mation to

gr&radybbamarksscéinl Y

We maintain this list on arhonor
system We d | | I is
homeowner recommends, how-
ever ifanyhomeowner sends us a
compl aint, we o |
remove that vendor from future
Iis}s._

Boat Repair:

871-8792

Gerry's Marine
Gerry Mullins
702-856:0370

Decorative Rock:
Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rdick

896-2070

Dock Construction & Rework:
West Craft Inc.
Chanlee Hall
3826167

FabulousDetail@gmail.com

Lakes Marina Company
(ElectraCraft & Duffy)
Jim Sims
cdmimc@cox.net

Landscaping:
MTG Landscaping
Manuel Garcia
540-8340

Landscape Design:

Allen Berry
7436666

Lighting and Fans:

Northern Lights
4386600

www.northernlighslv.com

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply Masonry Brick Face & Pavers:

Install Pro
6426669
Matt 2050821

We 6| | be glad to ist them in o
Air Conditioning & Heating Handyman: Nurseries:
Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating PMP Handyman Moon Valley Nursery Pool Re-plasterers:
7347750 Pedro Martinez Don or Juan BND Pool Plaster Speciali
6225582 7358733 644-8980
Boat Washing & Detailing: pmphandyman@yahoo.com www.moonvalleynursergom www.bndplastering.co
Michael Walter

2159916 Val Dimitro Turner Greenhouse Cactus Pool Service:
2860323 Dave & Kris Turner AA Best Pool Servicf
Boat & Car Washing & Detailing: 6452032 Ron
Fabul ous Fr eddy 0 HBouddiegping: e Det ai l Painters: 4807705

Bryan Turner Emmajean Kinnett Brad Fisher Sprinkler Installation:

8629625 or 4994510 3753808 3387982 Moon-Sun Landscap

Deco Plus Custom Painting
Julian Lovas
3041053 or 8106537

Patio Furniture:
Classico Patio Furniture
6022687442
www.classicopatiofurniture.com

Somers Furniture
837-1717
www.SomersFurniture.com
debbi@SomersFurniture.com

Pest Control:
Pro-Tech Pest Service
8987677

Pool Repair:
Pool Sharks
4777665

Mark Brightwel
4646780

Tree Trimming:
First choice Tree Servi
5641998

Upholstery & Canvas Repair:
Somers Furnitur
8371717
www.SomersFurniture.co
debbi@SomersFurniture.co

Window Replacement:
Dan Bradley

3682687

Wood Floor installers:
Classic Floor Coverin
John Blac
3535374

Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony

Mark your calendar right now so
you wonot f olakes t
Memorial Day Ceremooy May

31 starting at 10:00 a.m. Bring
your friends and family to this

moving and patriotic occasion.

As always, the ceremony will be
conducted jointly by theAmerican
Legiorand theFleet Reserve

The Lakes South Pask the south

end of our lake provides a beauti-
ful setting for the service. The

presentation of colors, a solitary
tdllihgi of theybella thedlaying of a
Wreath of Remembranaan our
lake with Reveillechoing in the
background, and moving speeches
made by dignitaries may bring a
lump to your throat and swell your
chest with pride.

Wedr e expecting
speakers. Last year we were hon-
ored to have two Nevada Con-

gresswomené Shell

Dina Titus, who were joined on
the program by: Colonel Dave
Belote, USAF Commander Nellis
AFB; County Commissioner Larry
Brown, City Councilman Steve
Wolfson, and School Board Presi

dent Terri Janison.

So dondt miss if
a pomtntcecomegouteradtjoin your
neighbors for this special occasion

Youdl | be gl ad Yy
ey Berkley and

S

r

any

Gl a

t hi



