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From the Editor: 

Hello everyone.  I hope you’re 
enjoying our beautiful spring 

weather.   

Living in our community is all 
about our wonderful Lake, and this 

issue contains a lot of information 
about what we’re doing to main-
tain Lake Sahara’s health and 

beauty.  I hope it will be helpful to 

you. 

Memorial Day is an important 
occasion here at The Lakes be-

cause each year we’re honored to 
host a beautiful ceremony in mem-
ory of those who have given their 

lives to protect our freedoms.  Go 
to page 6 for all the details.  I hope 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeowners 
association?  Would you like to 

contribute information for the 

next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager a 
line.  We'll be glad to answer your 
questions.  And we'll do our best 

to make room for your informa-

tion. 

Questions & 

Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

Diver removing abandoned standpipes in Lake Sahara 

to see you all there. 

A community is not about a place, 
it’s about people, and Donna’s 
Meet Your Neighbor column helps 

us to know who we are.  Once 
again she will introduce you to a 
special member of our commu-
nity… this time it’s noted architect 

and great neighbor Berton 

Severson.   

Did you know you can access your 

Benchmark account online?  Read 
our Community Manager Pam 

Tigert’s column for all the details. 

Were you aware that rodents have 
become a problem all over the 

Valley?  It’s true.  Learn what you 

can do to keep rodents out of our 

community. 
I hope you enjoy this issue of The 

Lakes Newsletter, and as always 
you’re welcome to contact me if 
you have any questions or com-
ments. 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 
813-3012 
greg@global-markets.com 

Cut the Wire… Break the Code 

instead of your home phone.  That 

way no matter where you are you 
can buzz your guests through the 

gate. 

It’s also safer.  Giving out gate 
codes to others is dangerous.  We 
recently discovered one gate code 
that was used by more then 

twenty different people.  Who 

knows how many other people it 

was given to. 

So give it a try.  Contact Bench-

mark and ask them to put your cell 
phone number into the gate direc-
tory.  It will make your life easier 

and our community much safer. 

Do you have a problem letting 

guests and service people through 
the gates when you’re not home?  
You don’t have to give out your 

gate code to all these people.  

There's a much simpler solution.   

Benchmark can program the gate 
call box to ring your cell phone 



Page 2 The Lakes Newsletter 

Berton Severson has been with 

Bergman Walls & Associates in Las 
Vegas as an Architectural Design 
Consultant and Master Planner 

since 1995, but his first Las Vegas 
casino design work dates back to 
1950.  As a designer of casino 
resorts, mixed-use buildings, 

sports complexes and residential 
projects in Nevada and all over the 

world in places like Taiwan, Beijing 

and Greece; he has left his won-
derful mark for everyone to enjoy.  
When you look at fabulous build-

ings like Caesars Palace, Trump 
Tower, River City in St. Louis,  
MGM Grand, and the Paris Hotel 

you realize what an impact he has 
had on the world stage and on our 
city.  And this is just a sampling, 

there simply isn’t room for me to 

list all his accomplishments. 

Growing up in Seattle with his 
parents and older brother, Berton 

started drawing at the age of 
seven.  He comes from a family of 
musicians and artists, which ex-

plains his innate talents.   At six-
teen he drove a Model-A roadster 
to work and made 35¢ per hour.  

He was educated at the University 
of Southern California, Art Center of 
Design School in Los Angeles and at 

the Mint Museum School of Art in 

Philadelphia.   

Berton takes great pride in his 

family which consists of: two sons, 
five grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren, plus 45 nieces and 
nephews from three different 

generations. 

Traveling is an important part of 

Berton’s life, and he and Gerald 

love vacationing all over the world.  

Berton has an incredible gift for 

helping others; giving back and 
paying it forward is very important 
to him.  He remembers the many 
wonderful mentors that helped 

him along the way, some of whom 

were: A. Quincy Jones, Arthur 
Froehlich, and William Henry 

Harrison.  That is why Berton has 
mentored many talented young 
architects coming up through the 

ranks, and he will continue to do 

so.  

In his spare time, Berton enjoys 

other interests, like building his 
impressive collection of art and 
sculpture, which is interspersed 

with many of his own beautiful 
paintings.  He’s also an avid reader, 
and he plays the piano much better 

than he’s willing to admit.   

Berton says he is going to retire 
this year.  Well, we will see if he 

really does, but even if he contin-

ues his busy work schedule, we 
will continue to see him and Ge-
rald on their boat reading the New 

York Times on Sunday mornings, 
and maybe from time to time 
having a glass of Scotch on an 

evening cruise. 

Thank you Berton for your contri-
butions to Las Vegas and to The 

Lakes community. 

Donna Toussaint 
Feature Writer 

We’re lucky to have so many 

interesting people living in our 
community, and Laguna Bay resi-
dent Berton Severson is one of 

those people.  He has truly made 
his mark on the world and espe-
cially on our Las Vegas skyline.  His 

hard work and lead-

ership have helped to 
make our community 

a better place to live.  

An accomplished 
architect, pianist, 
artist, husband, father, 

grandfather  and 
friend; Berton is truly 
a renaissance man 

with many talents.   

In 1998, he and Ge-
rald moved from 

Southern California 
to Laguna Bay here at 
the Lakes.  Since then 
he has volunteered 

his time to help our 
community: he served 
on the Lakes Associa-

tion board of direc-
tors, was a key mem-
ber of the Lakes 

Architectural Review 
Committee for many 
years, served as a 

Team Captain and 
volunteered for our 
Lakes Festival of Lights, 

and he did the con-
ceptual drawing for 

the Lake Sahara Yacht Club.  Our 
community is extremely fortunate 

to have someone of his caliber and 

generosity living in our community. 

A Note From Your Community Manager: 
While working with your commu-

nity for the past eight months, I 
have had the pleasure of meeting 
many of you.  I believe your com-

munity is a true diamond in the 
desert and you are fortunate to 
have very proactive Board of Di-

rectors. 

Did you know that you can view 
your Lakes Association account 
online at any time?  Visit Bench-

mark’s web site at: 

www.benchmarkproperties.net 

On the left hand side, please click 

on the button that says “Associa 

Access”.  If you are a first-time 
user, you will need to register.  

After that, you can return to this 
page at any time to see the activity 

Meet Your Neighbor: Berton Severson 

Berton with art he painted over 50 years ago 

on your account. 

If you need a barcode decal 
(Lakeview residents only), remote 
control or proxy card, you can 

stop by our West Sahara office 
during business hours to purchase 
them.  The remote controls are 
$30.00 and the proxy cards and 

barcodes are $10.00.  Also, please 
remember to change your gate 
access codes at least one time per 

year.  Please contact our office to 

have the code changed. 

We are updating our files with 

regards to boat insurance certifi-

cates.  If you are the owner of a 
boat on the lake, please send in a 

copy of your insurance certificate.  
We will be sending out reminders 

soon to those boat-owners for 

whom we do not have insurance 

on file.  

Communication is the key to a 

successful community.  Please feel 
free to contact me with any ques-
tions or concerns that you have 
regarding your community.  If you 

receive a notice from Benchmark; 
whether it pertains to your ac-
count or a compliance concern 

that has been noticed on your 
property, please contact our office.  
With good communication, most 

matters can be settled quickly and 

satisfactorily. 

Pam Tigert 
795-3344 (work) 

287-1991 (cell) 

Pam Tigert 
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Rodent Riddance Recipe  

all times.   

Fruit trees attract rodents like 
nothing else.  If you have fruit 
trees (including date palms), keep 

them free of fruit.  Don’t allow 
dates or other fruit to accumulate 

on your trees. 

If you see rodents near your prop-

erty, contact your pest control 
immediately.  Using either traps or 
bait stations, they can help rid your 

area of rodents.   

You might also alert your 
neighbors of any rodent problem 

you might see.  Rats don’t recog-

nize property lines.  By working 
together to remove food sources 

and by getting help from pest 
control, we can eliminate rodent 

infestations. 

What about the Association?  
If you look at a map of our com-
munity, you’ll see that the common 
areas inside our gates are pretty 

small, and they don’t contain any 

food sources.   

According to local pest control 

experts, rat and rodent popula-
tions have increased dramatically in 
Southern Nevada over the past 

few years.  They’ve become a 
problem throughout the valley, 

without regard to economic strata.   

Where do they come from?  In 

most cases they’re brought into 
communities with landscape plants, 

especially palm trees. 

Where do they hide?  They 
seek out sheltered locations near 
food sources, nesting under: back-

yard structures, inside spas, behind 

pool equipment and BBQs, in 
planters, etc.  They can also invade 

people’s homes, garages and attics. 

How do we get rid of them?  
There are some things we can all 

do to keep rodents away from our 

community.   

The first thing is to eliminate their 
sources of food.  Trash cans are 

easy food sources.  Make sure 
yours are kept securely closed at 

Since these areas are open for use 

by all of our residents, including 
children and pets, we do not feel 
they are suitable places for traps 

or poison. 

The common areas outside our 
gates and around the perimeter 
of our community are 

not under our direct 
control.  These areas 
are man-

aged by our 
m a s t e r 
association 

( t h e  W es t 
Sahara Community 

Association).  Remem-

ber, these areas are 
also free of food sources, 
and may not be suitable 

places to put traps or poison. 

We need everyone’s help to make 
our community less attractive to 
pests.  So let’s all work together to 

eliminate the problem. 

LOC Update on Pipe Removal 

We recently removed 16 large 

vertical pipes from our lake to 
improve boating safety and to 
prevent potential sources of water 

leakage. 

When our lake was built over 25 
years ago, 16 vertical standpipes 
were installed all around the lake 

as part of a system that was in-
tended to circulate and aerate the 
water.  None of us were here 

then, but according to folklore this 
system just didn’t work.  So it was 

abandoned and replaced over 20 

years ago with our current aerator 
system which works extremely 
well.  The air-stone bubblers main-

tain high oxygen levels in the water 
(which we measure monthly), and 
they circulate the water to prevent 

stagnation. 

We’ve been concerned for a while 

remove all the pipes, and we also 

had him seal the holes just to make 
sure there are no leaks.  Problem 

solved! 

The Lake Oversight Committee: 

PJ Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
John Wilson 

that, because some of these old 

pipes reached so close to the 
surface, a heavily loaded boat 
might hit them or a fishing line 

might pull on them.  Boats could 
be damaged.  We were also con-
cerned that a pipe might get tilted 

causing a break in the lakebed seal.   

That could cause a catastrophic 
loss of water.  To give you an idea 
just how serious it could be, the 

loss of just one foot of water 
would cost over $30,000 — that 

amounts to about $100 for every 

single homeowner in the Lakes 

Association.   

We felt it was important to ad-

dress this problem, but it took us 
some time to figure out how to do 

it without harming our lake.   

We’re happy to report that in 
early March, we hired a diver to 
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LOC Update on Midge Flies 

We’re proud to say that last year 

was a great year for midge flies.  It 
was the result of a program that 
we developed to head off major 

infestations of midge flies before 
they can hatch into those pesky 

adults that we all hate. 

For over four years now, our lake 

maintenance crew has been sam-
pling the sediment on the bottom 
of the lake and counting the num-

ber of midge larvae (tiny red 
worms) in each sample.  They 
sample 18 separate locations every 

ten days. 

Using this data we can see when 
the larvae population suddenly 

explodes.  As you can see on the 
chart, this usually happens in April 
and June/July.  As soon as we see a 

big jump, we treat the lake with a 
product that is safe for humans and 

the results. 

Before we all declare victory, keep 
in mind that this program only 
prevents major outbreaks; it does-

n’t eliminate all the midge flies.  
We’re still going to have them 
flying around bothering us, but 
hopefully we won’t see the major 

infestations we had in past years. 

The Lake Oversight Committee: 

PJ Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
John Wilson 

 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

animals but prevents the larvae 

from maturing into adults. 

The chart below shows all of the 
water temperature and larvae 

count data that we’ve accumulated 
over the last four years.  It’s a little 
hard to get the whole picture in 
this black and white newsletter, 

but you can download the newslet-
ter from our Lakes Association 
website and see it in color.  Just 

click on the ”News” tab and click 

on the Spring 2010 newsletter.  

But you can see the trend over the 

past four years.  One thing is clear, 

as soon as we treat for midge flies 
(see small black dots), the larvae 

counts drop rapidly which means 
fewer adult midge flies buzzing 
around.  We have steadily evolved 

this procedure to make it more 
effective and we’re pleased with 
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LOC Update on Algae 

On the other hand, we weren’t so 

lucky with algae last year.  From 
April to June we were hit with a 
huge algae outbreak.  It was com-

ing up all over the lake — every-

where! 

We think our seasonal algae 
growth was exacerbated by the 

crazy weather patterns we had in 
the Spring and early Summer.  The 
chart below shows the highest 

temperatures recorded daily by 
our Lakes Weather Station (dark 
vertical lines), compared with the 

historical average high tempera-

tures from the National Weather 

Service (grey area).   

The light grey areas (with no lines) 
show colder than normal periods.  
The black lines extending above 

the grey represent hotter than 

normal days. 

As you can see, from February to 

will avoid littering common areas 

and people’s yards with algae as 

happened last year. 

We’re also adding another 100 

grass carp to Lake Sahara.  They 
like to eat algae so hopefully that 

will help too.   

We have no reason to expect the 

algae to be like it was last year, but 
if it does get bad we’d really appre-
ciate your patience as we do our 

very best to keep it under control.   

Thank you for your support and 

understanding. 

The Lake Oversight Committee: 

PJ Conte 
Jim Palmer 
Greg Toussaint 
John Wilson 

mid-March it was unusually cold.  

Then from late April through May 
we were sweltering.  In fact last 
May was the warmest May on 

record.  Then in June the weather 
flip-flopped again turning unusually 

cool.   

We feel all of this may have been a 

factor in last year’s algae outbreak.  
Hopefully it won’t happen again 
this year, but if it does we have an 

aggressive plan in place to elimi-

nate excessive algae. 

We discovered an excellent topical 

treatment that kills algae on con-

tact but is harmless to the lake, fish 
and other wildlife.  If needed, we’ll 

use this aggressively in 2010.  We’ll 
also have our lake maintenance 
crew scoop the algae out of the 

lake as fast as possible.  This may 
require us to hire laborers to 
assist (at additional cost).  They 



People often ask who they should 

use for various home services.  
The Lakes Association doesn’t 

qualify or recommend ven-

dors, but some homeowners 
have sent us a list of vendors 

that they like.   

As a service to our homeown-

ers, we publish below a list of such 

vendors.   
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors 

The Lakes Association assumes no 

liability for the actual performance 
of these vendors.  We’re merely 
passing along recommendations 

made by our neighbors. 

Do you have a vendor that does 
great work?  If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors?  

Just send us their name, phone 
number and what their specialty is.  
We’ll be glad to list them in our 

next issue.  Please email the infor-

mation to   

 greg@global-markets.com. 

We maintain this list on an honor 

system.  We’ll list anyone that a 
homeowner recommends, how-
ever if any homeowner sends us a 
complaint, we’ll unconditionally 

remove that vendor from future 

lists. 

Air Conditioning & Heating 

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating 

734-7750 

 

Boat Washing & Detailing: 

Michael Walter 

215-9916 

 

Boat & Car Washing & Detailing: 

Fabulous Freddy’s Mobile Detail 

Bryan Turner 

862-9625 or 499-4510 

FabulousDetail@gmail.com 

 

Boat Repair: 

Lakes Marina Company 

(ElectraCraft & Duffy) 

Jim Sims 

cdmlmc@cox.net 

871-8792 

 

Gerry's Marine 

Gerry Mullins 

702-856-0370 

 

Decorative Rock: 

Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rock—

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply 

896-2070 

 

Dock Construction & Rework: 

West Craft Inc. 

Chanlee Hall 

382-6167 

Handyman: 

PMP Handyman 

Pedro Martinez 

622-5582 

pmphandyman@yahoo.com 

 

Val Dimitro 

286-0323 

 

Housekeeping: 

Emmajean Kinnett 

375-3808 

 

Landscaping: 

MTG Landscaping 

Manuel Garcia 

540-8340 

 

Landscape Design: 

Allen Berry 

743-6666 

 

Lighting and Fans: 

Northern Lights 

438-6600  

www.northernlighslv.com 

 

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers: 

Install Pro  

642-6669  

Matt 205-0821 

 

Nurseries: 

Moon Valley Nursery  

Don or Juan 

735-8733 

www.moonvalleynursery.com 

 

Turner Greenhouse Cactus 

Dave & Kris Turner 

645-2032 

Painters: 

Brad Fisher 

338-7982 

 

Deco Plus Custom Painting  

Julian Lovas 

304-1053 or 810-6537 

 

Patio Furniture: 

Classico Patio Furniture  

602-268-7442 

www.classicopatiofurniture.com 

 

Somers Furniture 

837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Pest Control: 

Pro-Tech Pest Service 

898-7677 

 

Pool Repair: 

Pool Sharks 

477-7665 

 

Pool Re-plasterers: 

BND Pool Plaster Specialist 

644-8980 

www.bndplastering.com 

 

Pool Service: 

AA Best Pool Service 

Ron 

480-7705  

Sprinkler Installation: 

Moon-Sun Landscapes  

Mark Brightwell  

464-6780 

 

Tree Trimming: 

First choice Tree Service 

564-1998 

 

Upholstery & Canvas Repair: 

Somers Furniture 

837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Window Replacement: 

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop 

368-2687 

 

Wood Floor installers: 

Classic Floor Covering  

John Black  

353-5374 

 

Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 
Mark your calendar right now so 

you won’t forget this year’s Lakes 
Memorial Day Ceremony on May 
31st starting at 10:00 a.m.  Bring 

your friends and family to this 

moving and patriotic occasion.   

As always, the ceremony will be 
conducted jointly by the American 

Legion and the Fleet Reserve. 

The Lakes South Park at the south 
end of our lake provides a beauti-

ful setting for the service.  The 

Dina Titus, who were joined on 

the program by: Colonel Dave 
Belote, USAF Commander Nellis 
AFB; County Commissioner Larry 

Brown, City Councilman Steve 
Wolfson, and School Board Presi-

dent Terri Janison. 

So don’t miss it this year.  Make it 

a point to come out and join your 
neighbors for this special occasion.  

You’ll be glad you did. 

presentation of colors, a solitary 

tolling of the bell, the laying of a 
Wreath of Remembrance on our 
lake with Reveille echoing in the 

background, and moving speeches 
made by dignitaries may bring a 
lump to your throat and swell your 

chest with pride. 

We’re expecting some great 
speakers.  Last year we were hon-
ored to have two Nevada Con-

gresswomen… Shelley Berkley and 



Page 7 The Lakes Newsletter 

Lakes Committees: 
Architectural Review Committee: 

Jerry Duskin 

Deborah Manning 

Larry Robbins 

Wayne Schmidtberger 

Laura Tousseau, Chair 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

P.J. Conte 

Jim Palmer 

Greg Toussaint, Chair 

John Wilson 

Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Ed Vega 

John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Nancy Slitz 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 

Harry Kallick 

 

The Lakes Community Calendar 
April 22, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

May 27, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

May 31, 10:00 a.m. 
Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 

In the Park at the south end of the lake 

June 24, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

July 22, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

August 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

September 16, 6:00 p.m. 
Annual meeting of the Members 

Canyon Gate Country Club 

September 23, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

Boat Sales & Services 

Duffy Electric Boats 

17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 

www.duffyboats.com 
Local:  Doug Geinzer 
604-5627  

ElectraCraft 

2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 

www.electracraft.com 
Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 

www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 

cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

Residents often ask where they can 

buy a boat or how they can get 
their boat serviced.  We have two 
companies that are authorized by 

The Lakes Association to sell and 
service boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  Both 
companies have local representa-

tives that offer excellent boats. 

Important note.  The Lakes Associa-
tion accepts no responsibility for the 

quality of any product or service 

offered by these companies. 

Join a Lakes Committee 

Those who serve on the various 

Lakes Association Committees 
provide a valuable service to all of 
us.  They volunteer their time and 

talents to help improve our com-
munity and we really appreciate 

their contributions. 

If you’re interested in being on any 

of these committees, please send a 
letter, fax or e-mail to our Com-
munity Manager.  Contact informa-

tion is listed on the back page of 

this newsletter.   

Let us know which committee 

interests you, and then tell us a 
little about yourself and why you’d 

like to be on the committee.  We’ll 

be glad to add your name to a list 

to fill a future committee opening. 

Lose Something? 
Our windy weather often blows 

things into the lake.  When our 
lake maintenance crew finds per-
sonal property floating in the lake, 

they store it for 90 days.  If you’ve 
lost lawn furniture, seat cushions, 

pool toys, etc. you may be able to 

get them back.  Just call Danny 
Sims at 461-0477 and he’ll let you 

know if he has your item. 



www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 

every month (except November 

and December). 

Time:  All meetings begin at 6:00 

p.m. 

Location: 

Benchmark - Lakes Branch 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 
(Behind Outback) 

 

 

In accordance with NRS116.3108 

this shall serve as notice of the 

Board of Directors meetings for 

The Lakes Association.   

Board of Directors 
 
Greg Toussaint, President 
Nancy Slitz, Vice President 

Burt Steinberg, Secretary / Treasurer 
Harry Kallick, Director 
Larry Robbins, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Pam Tigert 

 795-3344 (work) 
 287-1991 (cell) 
 933-4876 (fax) 

ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net 
 

 

Roving Patrol: 
(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Securitas Security Services 
 210-8377 

meeting, the minutes, or a sum-

mary of the minutes in paper form 
at a cost not to exceed $.25 per 
page for the first ten pages, and 

$.10 per page thereafter.  The 
minutes may also be downloaded 
at no cost from the Association 

website.   

Board meetings are open to all 

members of the Association.  
Homeowners are welcome to 
speak to the Board of Directors 

(unless in executive session).  Time 
is always provided for a home-
owner open forum; please reserve 
your comments for that portion of 

the meeting.  We encourage you 

to attend. 

Upon approval of 
the minutes by 

the Board of 
D i r e c t o r s , 
h o m e o w n e r s 

may request a 
copy of the audio 
recording of the 


