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From the Editor:  

I hope youõre all enjoying summer-

time here in our beautiful commu-

nity.  As usual a lotõs been happen-

ing.   

The Nevada Department of Wildlife 

came out to see how our federally-
protected razorback suckerfish are 
doing.  Weõre happy to say that 

both the fish and our lake got a 

clean bill of health. 

Those of you who attended our 
annual Lakes Memorial Day Cere-

mony know what a special occasion 
it was, and those who didnõt 
should make it a point to join us 

next year. 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeowners 
association?  Would you like to 

contribute information for the 

next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager a 
line.  We'll be glad to answer your 
questions.  And we'll do our best 

to make room for your informa-

tion. 

Questions &  

Comments?  

www.LakesAssociation.com  

State Biologists show off one of our beautiful Razorback Suckerfish 

The City of Las Vegas has invited 

us to participate in a pilot recycling 
program.  Many Lakes residents 
attended a meeting hosted by the 

City of Las Vegas in the Lakes South 
Park.  Weõll be updating you as we 
learn more about how this might 

benefit our community. 

Many members have asked what 
happens when someone makes 
changes to the exterior of their 

home but fails to send an ARC 
Application to the Association.  
The board has approved a policy 

that defines how such situations 
will be dealt with by our manage-

ment company, Benchmark Asso-

ciation Services. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of The 
Lakes Newsletter, and as always 

please let me know if there are any 
topics youõd like addressed in a 

future issue. 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 
813-3012 
greg@global-markets.com 

No Need for Speed  

None of us wants to see someone 

get injured.  Thatõs why weõre 
asking all residents to keep their 
speed down to 15 mph.  Please 

drive carefully and watch for pe-
destrians.  Lower speeds also make 

for a quieter community for us all. 

Together we can keep our com-

munity safe and improve the qual-

ity of our lives. 

Our streets are shared by cars and 

trucks, bicyclers, skaters and pe-
destrians.  Some areas have side-
walks and some do not.  Kids often 

play in the streets, and many peo-
ple walk their children and pets in 

the streets. 
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These endangered fish are native 

to the Colorado River, but their 
once teeming numbers have 
neared extinction due to dams on 

the river and the introduction of 
game fish into their environment.  
Razorbacks were first introduced 

into our lake in back in 2006. 

This past May, the Nevada Depart-

ment of Wildlife (NDOW) came out 
to see how our Razorbacks are 

doing.  Using trammel nets, 
NDOW biologists caught 10 Ra-
zorbacks ñ plus 23 largemouth 

bass and 6 channel catfish.  Weõre 
extremely proud to say that all 
were very healthy and fat.  Just 

look at the pictures below to see 
how large theyõve grown in just 

four years. 

According to Jon C. Sjöberg, Su-

pervising Fisheries Biologist at 

NDOW, òThe lake is doing exactly 
what we had hoped, which is to 
provide a good quality refuge for 

these long-lived adult fish.  The 
good condition of all of the cap-
tured fish speaks well to the high 
quality of management you are 

giving the lake.ó  He added, òFrom 
the data, your sport fish (bass & 

catfish) populations are also doing 

very well.ó   

We can be proud of our contribu-
tion to protect these endangered 

fish.   We must thank our Lake 
Oversight Committee for their 
support, as well as our lake main-

tenance crew for their hard work.  
They keep our lake clean, healthy 

and beautiful for all of us to enjoy. 

Did you know that our Lake Sa-

hara is a refuge for 250 federally 

protected Razorback Sucker fish?    

A Note From Your Community Manager  
Itõs hard to believe that we are 

almost half way through the year.  
Pretty soon, the Board will be 
working on the budget for the 

next fiscal year. 

We are just a few short months 
away from the Annual Meeting of 
Members and Election Directors.  

You will be receiving a Candidate 
Nomination Form by separate 
mailing.  If you are interested in 

running for one of the vacant seats 
on the Board, please complete and 

return the nomination form. 

Please remember to change your 

gate codes periodically.  You can 
contact Benchmark and the change 

can usually be programmed the 
same day.  We also have gate 

Our Razorbacks Get a Checkup  

remotes ($30) and proxy cards 

($10) for sale.  You can have spe-
cial a gate code programmed for 
use by your landscaper, pool main-

tenance company and nanny.  
These codes can be restricted to 
only work on certain days and 
certain hours so that fewer people 

will have 24/7 access to our com-

munity. 

Sending out notices regarding 

infractions to the governing docu-
ments is one of my least favorite 
duties.  Unfortunately, it is neces-

sary that I do so to help maintain 
the aesthetic appeal of The Lakes.  

If you believe that you have re-

ceived a notice in error, please 
contact me immediately so that we 
can reach a mutually beneficial 

resolution. 

Please contact me if you have any 
questions about The Lakes Asso-
ciation or if I can assist you with 

any problems. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Tigert 
Your Community Manager 

795-3344 (work) 
287-1991 (cell) 
ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net 

Pam Tigert 

How Do You Like Me Now! Little Razorback introduced in 2006 

NDOW Biologists Pulling in the Net 
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Memorial Day Ceremony at The Lakes  

Lincoln said, òThe last full measure 

of devotion.ó to our country.  The 
ceremony attracted many local 
dignitaries including: State Senator 

Barbara Cegavske, State Assembly-
man John Hambrick, Clark County 
School Board President Terry 
Janison, State Commissioner 

Donna Toussaint, and former State 

Assemblywoman Valerie Weber. 

Lakes resident, and KDWN Morning 

News Director/Anchor, John 
Shaffer did an excellent job as 

emcee of the program.   

We owe a special thanks to an-

other Lakes resident, Jack Ford for 
bringing this wonderful ceremony 

to our community and for all his 
hard work each year to make it 

The 2010 Lakes Memorial Day 

Ceremony was a beautiful and mov-
ing occasion, held right here in our 
community.  For the past eight 

years this event has been held in 
the Lakes South Park, and con-
ducted jointly by the American 
Legion Post 76 and Fleet Reserve 

Association Branch 90.  Each year it 
gets bigger and better, and this 

year nearly 150 people attended. 

Our guest speakers included: Lt. 
Col. Dan Waters, Nevada National 
Guard; County Commissioner, 

Larry Brown; City Councilman 
Steve Wolfson; and Capt. Gordon 

Doughty, USAF (ret).  They all 

gave moving tributes to those who 
have given, as President Abraham 

happen.  He and his partner 

American Legion Commander Bob 
Jagemann did another wonderful 

job.   

We all enjoyed comfortable and 
stylish seating complements of two 
more Lakes residents, Lou & 
Debbi Somers at Somers Furniture.  

We thank them for their generos-

ity. 

And finally, we thank all of you 

who attended in remembrance of 
our fallen heroes.  We hope to see 
you, your friends and neighbors 

again next year. 

Lakes Proposed by City for Pilot Program  

Lakes residents to participate in a 

very informative meeting.  We 
want to thank Councilman Wolf-
son and Republic Services Vice 

President Bob Coyle for an excel-
lent presentation.  They did a great 
job of answering everyoneõs ques-

tions. 

We are working closely with 
Councilman Wolfsonõs office and 
Republic Services to learn more 

Our City Councilman Steve Wolf-

son has asked The Lakes Association 
and Canyon Gate to be the first two 
communities in Las Vegas to par-

ticipate in the Cityõs Pilot Recycling 

Program.   

Invitations were mailed out to all 
our residents for a get-together in 

the Lakes South Park on May 25th to 
hear about the program.  Canyon 
Gate residents joined dozens of 

about how this program might 

benefit our community.  It will be 
on the agenda of our July 22nd 

board meeting.  As always we 

invite our members to attend. 

Jack Ford Salutes the Wreath of Remembrance 

Lt. Col. Dan Waters 

Commissioner Larry Brown 

Councilman Steve Wolfson Emcee John Shaffer 
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Meet Your Neighbor: Jack Ford  

The year was 1930, and the new-

est resident of Marshall Township, 
Pennsylvania was about to be born 
at home.  This bouncing baby boy 

was named Jack Ford, and so this 

story begins. 

An only child, Jack lived with his 
mother and grandmother in a rural 

farm area of Allegheny County.  
He attended first grade in a one 
room school house with grades 

from 1-12.  A large pot bellied 
stove kept the children warm in 

the winter.   

When Jack was ten-years-old, his 

mother got a job working in a mill 
in Sewickley, Pennsylvania. 12 miles 

northwest of Pittsburgh along the 
Ohio River.  The name Sewickley 
is thought to be a Native American 

word meaning "sweet water.ó  Jack 
m u s t  h a v e 
thought that 
Sewickley or 

òSweet Wateró 
was not so 
sweet, because at 

the tender age of 
15, he ran away 
from home and 

joined the Army 
Air Corp.  A few 
months later, the 

Army found out 
that Jack was too 
young so they 

sent him packing 

for home. 

Jack then tried to 
join the Navy but 

the Navy was 
too smart to fall 
for his forged 

papers.  The 
Chief took one 
look at Jackõs 

papers and told 
him, òCome back 
when youõre old 

enough, son.ó  

Foiled again! 

Finally, in 1948 
Jack joined the Navy legally and 

served his country for 20 years, 8 
months and 10 days, but whoõs 
counting.  One of his first jobs in 

the Navy was a parachute rigger.  
He worked as an air traffic con-
troller for 18 years.  He would tell 

his pilots as they were coming in 
for a landing, òIõll be the last per-
son to let you down.ó  We donõt 

know if the pilots thought it was as 
funny as Jack did.  Even though he 
was a Navy guy, he was mostly 

and later turned his attention to 

the American Legion and veterans 
issues.  Jack served as president of 
the local Naval Fleet Reserve and as 

a Certified Service Officer he helps 
veterans get their benefits.  As 
State Commander of the Nevada 
American Legion, he works with 

our Congressional delegation in 
Washington D.C. to enact legisla-

tion to help our veterans.   

Jack brought the Wounded Warriors 
to our community for a well-
deserved dinner.  It was a moving 

experience for all who attended.  
These wounded vets served our 

country in combat and deserve our 

gratitude for their service. 

But this reporter thinks that Jack is 
most proud of his involvement 

with Nevada Boys State.  The 
mission of the American Legion 
Nevada Boys' State program is to 
develop future leaders by educat-

ing and inspiring Nevada's youth.  
Their program strives to create an 
understanding of and appreciation 

for our democratic form of gov-
ernment while encouraging a com-
mitment to future service.  As Jack 

says òYou put boys on the bus to 
attend Boys State, and young men 

return.ó 

Jack has done a lot for our com-
munity.  We are so proud to have 
our annual Lakes Memorial Day 

Service.  We have to thank Jack for 
bringing this wonderful ceremony 
to our community.  It has grown 
bigger every year; the first year we 

had about 25 attendees, and this 

year nearly 150 people were there. 

He is a former member of the 

Glenview Landing board of directors 
and ARC.  He also volunteers 
every year to help with our annual 

Lakes Festival of Lights.  

Jackõs philosophy is: When it stops 

being fun, stop doing it.   

We are lucky to have the Fords as 

part of our community 

Donna Toussaint 
Feature Writer 

land based and only saw ship duty 

once.  He reached the rank of 

Chief Petty Officer. 

Following his retirement from the 

Navy, Jack treated himself to a trip 

around the world. 

Jack then worked for the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles in North-

ern California where he stayed for 
24½ years.  After holding many 
different positions at the DMV, 

Jack was promoted to District 
Project Manager, but his favorite 
job was being Project Manager for 

Motor Cycle Licensing and Testing.  
This started Jackõs love affair with 

motor cycles.  Riding with the 

Liberty Riders Motor Cycle Club 
in Sacramento was a highlight in his 
life, but there would be more 

highlights to come.     

On loan from California DMV to 
Australia DMV to help them with 
their licensing woes, he fell in love 

with the people of Australia and 
the country.  After he retired he 
made many trips to Australia.  

When the weather was nice he 
lived in California on his 47½-foot 
coastal cruiser, but as soon as the 

weather turned cold he would go 

back to Australia. 

When his mom got ill, Jack knew 

he had to be closer so he returned 
to the States.  He lived in Hawaii 
for a while, but soon realized that 

Hawaii was still too far away from 
Pennsylvania.  There is a real inter-
esting story here, but you will have to 

ask Jack about it.  J 

After spending a week in Las Ve-
gas, Jack decided to make Las 
Vegas his home.  Las Vegas was a 

logical choice: affordable housing, 
no state income tax, access to 
military facilities, good weather and 

just a four-hour plane ride to 
Pennsylvania. Jackõs choice was 

certainly our gain.   

He and his wife Gloria have a 

blended family with four children, 
six grandchildren and some grand 
pets.  They fell in love with our 

community and moved to Glenview 
Landing Townhomes in 2002.  They 
enjoy walking through our beauti-

ful community, and love boating on 

tranquil Lake Sahara. 

Jack has always given back to his 

community, and his accomplish-
ments are many.  He served as an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church 

while in San Leandro, California 
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ARC Resolution ñ Failure to Apply to ARC  

Our CC&Rs require that when-

ever a member wishes to make 
changes to the exterior of their 
home or landscaping, they must 

first submit an application to the 
Architectural Review Committee 

(ARC) and obtain an approval.   

The following resolution defines 

how the Association will deal with 
homeowners who fail to submit 
their changes to ARC.  Starting 

work on a project without first 
obtaining an ARC approval may 

result in costly rework or changes 

that may be required by ARC. 

Those residents who live in one of 
our sub associations (Glenview 

Landing, South Shore Villas and 
Laguna Bay), do not have to apply 
to the Lakes Associationõs ARC 
unless the changes would be visible 

from the Lake or from a Lakes 

Association common area. 


