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From the Editor: 

Hello everyone, I hope you’re 
enjoying our beautiful Fall 
weather.  It’s just the best time 
of year in our area. 

Our community is special be-
cause so many of our neighbors 
get involved and donate their 
time for all of us.  In this issue 
we thank some very special 
people for their service to our 
community.   

Annual meeting.  We had a 
great annual meeting, thanks in 
large part to Lakes resident Dr. 
Daliah Wachs who served as 
our guest speaker.  Read all 
about it on page two. 

Gate Codes.  I’m very happy to 
report that Beach View Estates 
residents voted by a 2-1 margin 
to get rid of gate codes in their 
gate.  Over the course of the 
next few months, they’ll be con-
verting to plastic gate cards and 
remotes and many will have the 
gate directory ring their cell 
phone instead of their home 
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Do you have a question about 
your community or homeowners 
association?  Would you like to 
contribute information for the 
next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Commu-
nity Manager a line.  We'll be 
glad to answer your questions in 
an upcoming edition.  And we'll 
do our best to make room for 
your comments. 

Questions & 
Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

phone.  Eliminating gate codes 
will go a long way toward im-
proving security in Beach View 
Estates. 

CC&R Amendment.  We’re 
now in our third mailing to those 
who haven't voted to approve 
the amendment yet.  The votes 
have come in overwhelmingly in 
favor of the amendment, but we 
still don’t have enough votes. 

An interesting question was 
raised at our Annual Meeting, “If 
another gate spends more 
money in their area, won’t that 
leave less money available for 
the rest of the gates?” 

While it might seem that way, 
the answer is no.  The gate 
assessments (dues) paid by 
residents in one gate can only 
be used for that gate.  If resi-
dents in a different gate vote to 
raise their gate assessments, 
they cannot be taken from an-
other gate’s assessments.   

So I urge those of you who 
haven’t mailed in your amend-
ment ballot to please do so now.  
You’ll really be helping your 
community. 

And don’t forget to trim your 
palm trees. 

I hope you enjoy this issue.  As 
always, please let me know if 
you have any questions. 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 
813-3012 
greg@global-markets.com 

A beautiful flock of Canada Geese taking off from Lake Sahara 
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Laura Tousseau served our 
community for many years as 
Chairperson of The Lakes As-
sociation’s Architectural Review 
Committee.  Over the years she 
has donated countless hours of 
her time to help keep our com-
munity looking great.   

Recently, Laura chose to take a 
well-deserved retirement from 
ARC.  We’ll miss her experi-
ence and commitment, but we 
sincerely appreciate everything 
she has done for all of us. 

In appreciation for her contribu-
tions to our community, the 
Lakes Association board of 
directors awarded Laura a 
beautiful plaque on behalf of our 
entire community.   

Thank You, Laura Tousseau! 

You’ve been a very important 
part of what has allowed our 
community to continue to be 
such a great place to live and 
play. 

Thank you Laura.  

Lakes Holds 2 6 th

 Annual Meeting 

On September 14th, we had a 
wonderful turnout at the Canyon 
Gate Country Club for The 
Lakes Association Annual Meet-
ing of the Members. 

During the light buffet we all got 
to meet our neighbors and catch 
up with one another.  Then, the 
highlight of the evening… our 
guest speaker Dr. Daliah Wachs 
wowed the crowd with her infor-
mative but also hysterically 
funny medical discussion and 
Q&A session. 

If you enjoyed Daliah’s presen-
tation, you can tune in to her 
radio program, Monday through 
Friday at 4:00 p.m. on AM720 
KDWN radio.   

Daliah lives right here in Beach 
View Estates with her husband 
Corey and their two sons Brock 
and Stone.  Thank you Daliah 
for your always enjoyable pres-

ning graciously volunteered to 
serve in the open slot, and she 
was appointed as a Director by 
unanimous vote of the Board.  
Thank you Deborah for stepping 
up to serve our community. 

Your new board of directors 
consists of: Greg Toussaint, 
President; Harry Kallick, Vice 
President; Burt Steinberg, Sec-
retary/Treasurer; and Directors 
Larry Robbins and Deborah 
Manning. 

We also thank the many mem-
bers who attended the meeting.  
It was great to see so many of 
our members getting together in 
an enjoyable setting, greeting 
old friends, and making new 
ones.  We appreciated your 
participation in the discussion 
and hope to see you at next 
year’s meeting. 

entation. 

President Greg Toussaint up-
dated the members on the state 
of our Association and fielded 
many great questions asked by 
the members present.   

Outgoing Vice President Nancy 
Slitz updated the members on 
the state of real estate in our 
community, and Donna Tous-
saint spoke to the members 
about this year’s Lakes Festival 
of Lights. 

We had no election this year 
because Larry Robbins was the 
only person to place his name in 
nomination for the two open 
positions… even after two mail-
ings were sent out to get volun-
teers to submit their names. 

After the Annual Meeting, the 
board held its Annual Organiza-
tional Meeting.  Deborah Man-

President Greg Toussaint presents a plaque of 
appreciation to Laura Tousseau 

(with a little help from her dog Niko) 
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Meet Your Neighbor: Louisa Gray 

Louisa Gray’s parents instilled 
some wonderful values in her 
and her sister.  One of them is 
giving back to your community, 
which she does on a regular 
basis. 

Born in Greenville, South Caro-
lina, her dad told her to learn 
public speaking, typing and 
dancing; all of which she does 
very well. 

Four days after graduating from 
Furman University with a de-
gree in Home Economics and a 
minor in Education, Louisa mar-
ried Russell Gray who gradu-
ated on the same day from 
Notre Dame.  Russ was just 
beginning his career in the Air 
Force which would take them to 
many interesting places and 
provide an opportunity to make 
many friends everywhere they 
went. Since Louisa loves travel-
ing; living in places like Califor-
nia, Texas, Colorado, North 
Dakota, Montana and eventually 
Las Vegas was exciting. 

Being the wife of an Air Force 
officer isn’t always easy. Moving 
over seven times in the early 
days of their marriage with small 
children, this Mom of three went 
back to school and got her 
teaching certificate and started 
her career in education. Her first 
teaching job was teaching 
eighth graders in a portable 
class room.  Her second job 
was teaching fourth graders.  
But the best teaching job and 

for three years now 
but his memory still 
lives on in our com-
munity.  He too gave 
back to our Lakes 
community serving on 
the West Sahara 
Community Associa-
tion Board of Direc-
tors and as a team 
captain for the Lakes 
Festival of Lights. 

Louisa has given 
back to every com-
munity she has ever 
lived in. Whether 
president of the Offi-
cers Wives Club, 
board member for the 
Mesquite Club, mem-
ber of the Red Hats, 
Chair of the Lakeview Land-
scape Committee, or team cap-
tain for the Lakes Festival of 
Lights, she is always there to 
give a helping hand. 

This mother of three, grand-
mother of two and great-
grandmother of two is an inspi-
ration to us all.  If you see 
Louisa and her Maltese dog 
Nikki during their daily walks, 
stop and say, “Hi” 

Thank you Louisa for all that 
you do for our community. 

Donna Toussaint 
Feature Writer 

the most rewarding was teach-
ing airman how to read.  She 
developed a curriculum that had 
over 90% success rate and 
made it possible for these folks 
to achieve their goals and made 
it possible to them to make the 
Air Force their career.  

Traveling is in Louisa’s blood. 
She and Russ bought a motor 
home and it became their pas-
sion traveling to Alaska, Can-
ada, Copper Canyon, Mexico 
and many other places with 
their travel club. She gets her 
traveling bug from her grand-
mother who used to say “Have 
toothbrush will travel, or I’ll buy 
the toothbrush when I get 
there.”  It’s Louisa’s motto too. 

In 1983 after Russ retired from 
the Air Force, he started a sec-
ond career in Montana.  This 
new and exciting career was in 
financial planning, which helped 
service men and women plan 
for their future. Working to-
gether can be tricky, especially 
when you decide to build your 
dream home on the Missouri 
River. Starting a new business 
together and building a home 
can be stressful but they made 
it work. 

April 2000 saw the Gray’s on 
the move again, and this time it 
was Las Vegas.  Montana’s loss 
was our gain. Our new Lake-
view residents embraced their 
new home and we all embraced 
them. Russ has now been gone 

Thank You, Nancy Slitz! 

John up in Cedar City making 
the Shakespeare Festival better 
than ever.  We wish her much 
success. 

In appreciation for her many 
contributions to our community, 
President Greg Toussaint pre-
sented Nancy with a beautiful 
plaque at our Annual Meeting.  
Thank you so much, Nancy. 

 

For the past three years, Nancy 
Slitz served ably on our Board 
of Directors as Vice President.  
Unfortunately for us, Nancy's 
other commitments have left her 
unable to serve another term.   

Nancy is currently the Chair of 
the Board of Governors for the 
Utah Shakespeare Festival.  
We’re all so proud of her ac-
complishments and her work in 
this prestigious organization.  
She’s pretty busy, but you just 
might see her and her husband 



People often ask who they 
should use for various home 
services.  The Lakes Associa-

tion doesn’t qualify or rec-
ommend any vendors, but 
some homeowners have 

sent us a list of vendors that 
they like.  As a service to 

our members, we publish a 
list of such vendors below.   

The Lakes Association accepts 
no responsibility for the actual 
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors 

performance of these vendors.  
We’re merely passing along 
recommendations made by our 
neighbors. 

Do you have a vendor that does 
great work for you?  If so, why 
not recommend them to your 
neighbors?  Just send us their 
name, phone number and what 
their specialty is.  We’ll be glad 
to list them in our next issue.   

Please email the information to: 

 greg@global-markets.com. 

 

Important note.  We maintain 
this list on an honor system.  
We’ll list anyone that a home-
owner recommends, however if 
any homeowner sends us a 
complaint, we’ll unconditionally 
remove that vendor from future 
lists. 

Air Conditioning & Heating 

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating 
734-7750 

 
Boat Washing & Detailing: 

Michael Walter 
215-9916 

 
Boat Repair: 

Lakes Marina Company 
(ElectraCraft & Duffy) 

Jim Sims 

cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 

 
Gerry's Marine 

Gerry Mullins 
856-0370 

 
Car Washing & Detailing: 

Marquez Mobile Detail 
Jose & Maria Marquez 

807-2078  
 
Decorative Rock: 

Boulders Flagstone Decorative 
Rock—Boulder Placement Land-

scape Supply 

896-2070 
 
Dock Construction & Rework: 

West Craft Inc. 
Chanlee Hall 

382-6167 
 

Handyman: 

PMP Handyman 
Pedro Martinez 

622-5582 
pmphandyman@yahoo.com 

 
Val Dimitro 

286-0323 
 
Housekeeping: 

Emmajean Kinnett 
375-3808 

 
Landscaping: 

Green Guru Landscaping 
Nick  

914-5955  
greengurulandscaping@gmail.com  

 
MTG Landscaping 

Manuel Garcia 
540-8340 

 
Landscape Design: 

Allen Berry 
743-6666 

 
Lighting and Fans: 

Northern Lights 
438-6600  

www.northernlighslv.com 
 
Masonry Brick Face & Pavers: 

Install Pro  
642-6669  

Matt 205-0821 

Nurseries: 

Moon Valley Nursery  
Don or Juan 

735-8733 
www.moonvalleynursery.com 

 
Turner Greenhouse Cactus 

Dave & Kris Turner 
645-2032 

 
Painters: 

Brad Fisher 

338-7982 
 

Deco Plus Custom Painting  
Julian Lovas 

304-1053 or 810-6537 
 
Paint & Stucco Repair: 

Al Kuhlman Painting 
325-5450 

 
Patio Furniture: 

Ortiz Brothers LLC 
602-490-9777 

 
Somers Furniture 

837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 
debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 
Pest Control: 

Pro-Tech Pest Service 
898-7677 

 
Pool Repair: 

Pool Sharks 
477-7665 

Pool Re-plasterers: 

BND Pool Plaster Specialist 
644-8980 

www.bndplastering.com 
 
Pool Service: 

AA Best Pool Service 
Ron 

480-7705 
  

Sprinkler Installation: 
Moon-Sun Landscapes  

Mark Brightwell  
464-6780 

 
Tree Trimming: 

Chris Tree Trimming  
423-6035 

 
First choice Tree Service 

564-1998 
 
Upholstery & Canvas Repair: 

Somers Furniture 
837-1717 

www.SomersFurniture.com 
debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Window Replacement: 
Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop 

368-2687 
 
Wood Floor installers: 

Classic Floor Covering  
John Black  

353-5374 

 
Wood Washers: 

Sue Prue 
405-7495 

Trim Those Palm Trees! 

cause it’s costly to have them 
trimmed.  To make life easier, 
Benchmark only inspects tall 
(over 15 foot) palm trees once a 
year — starting October 1st.   

Please make sure that your 
palm trees are trimmed free of 
brown fronds and dates.  That 
way you can avoid getting one 
of those annoying “courtesy” 

letters.   

And remember, palms under 15 
feet in height must be kept 
trimmed year-round 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Dead palm tree fronds are not 
just unsightly, they also create 
an inviting habitat for rodents 
and other pests.  If you have 
palm trees, please keep them 
trimmed and free of brown 
fronds and especially dates 
which attract rodents. 

We realize that tall palm trees 
create a special problem be-
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Lakes Committees: 

Architectural Review Committee: 

Jerry Duskin 

Deborah Manning 

Lisa Nelson 

Larry Robbins, Chair 

Wayne Schmidtberger 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

P.J. Conte 

Jim Palmer 

Greg Toussaint, Chair 

John Wilson 

Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Ed Vega 

John Wilson 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Larry Robbins 

Nancy Slitz 

Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 

Harry Kallick 

The Lakes Community Calendar 

October 27th, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

December 10th, 12 noon until dusk 
2011 Lakes Festival of Lights 

Intersection of Lake East Dr. & Lake Sahara Dr. 

January 26th, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

February 23nd, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

March 22nd, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

Boat Sales & Services 

Duffy Electric Boats 
17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 
www.duffyboats.com 
Local:  Doug Geinzer 
604-5627  

ElectraCraft 
2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
Local:  The Lakes Marina Com-
pany 
www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 
cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 

Residents often ask where they 
can buy a boat or how they can 
get their boat serviced.  We 
have two companies that are 
authorized by The Lakes Asso-
ciation to sell and service boats 
on Lake Sahara: Duffy Electric 
Boats and ElectraCraft.  Both 
companies have local represen-
tatives that offer excellent boats. 

Important note.  The Lakes 
Association accepts no respon-
sibility for the quality of any 
product or service offered by 
these companies. 

Join a Lakes Committee 

Those who serve on the various 
Lakes Association Committees 
provide a valuable service to all 
of us.  They volunteer their time 
and talents to help improve our 
community and we really 
appreciate their contribu-
tions. 

If you’re interested in being 
on any of these committees, 
please send a letter, fax or e
-mail to our Community 
Manager.  Contact informa-
tion is listed on the back 
page of this newsletter.   

Let us know which commit-
tee interests you, and then 
tell us a little about yourself 
and why you’d like to be on 
the committee.  We’ll be 

glad to add your name to a list 
to fill an existing or future com-
mittee opening. 

Lose Something? 

Our windy weather often blows 
things away.  When our lake 
maintenance crew finds per-
sonal property floating in the 
lake, they store it for 90 days.  If 
you’ve lost lawn furniture, seat 

cushions, pool toys, etc. you 
may be able to get them back.   

Just call Danny Sims at 461-
0477 and he’ll let you know if he 
has your item. 



www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 
8687 W. Sahara Avenue, Suite 150 
Las Vegas, NV 89117 

Lakes Association Board of  Directors Meeting Notice 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of 
each month (except Novem-
ber and December). 

Time:  All meetings begin at 
6:00 p.m. 

Location: 

Benchmark - Lakes Branch 
8687 W. Sahara Avenue 
Suite 150 
Las Vegas, NV 89117 
(Behind Burger King) 

 

 

In accordance with NRS 
116.3108, this shall serve as 
notice of the Board of Directors 
meetings of The Lakes Associa-
tion.  The Board of Directors will 
meet in Executive Session one 
hour prior to each regular Board 
Meeting.   

Board of Directors 

Greg Toussaint, President 
Harry Kallick, Vice President 
Burt Steinberg, Sec’y./Treas. 

Larry Robbins, Director 
Deborah Manning, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Pam Tigert 
 575-6020 (office) 
 287-1991 (cell) 
 933-4876 (fax) 
ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net 

 
 
Roving Patrol: 

(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Securitas Security Services 
 210-8377 

email at no charge, or in paper 
format at a cost not to exceed 
25 cents per page for the first 
10 pages, and 10 cents per 
page thereafter.   The minutes 
may also be downloaded at no 
cost from the Association web-
site.   

Board meetings are open to all 
members of the Association, 
and you are welcome to speak 
to the Board of Directors during 
the homeowner open forum 
periods.  Please reserve your 
comments for that portion of the 
meeting.  We encourage you to 
attend. 

As an owner, you have a right 
to request a copy of the 
audio recording, 
the minutes, or a 
summary of the 
minutes of the 
meeting.  The 
minutes can be 
provided in elec-
tronic format by 


