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From the Editor: 
Hi everyone, I hope this edition of 
The Lakes Newsletter finds you 

and yours doing well.   

Springtime is always beautiful at 
The Lakes with all the trees in 

blossom and flowers in bloom.  
Our residents do such a great job 
of beautifying our community.  

After our cold winter, it’s also a 
great time to spruce up our 

homes, yards, docks and boats.    

Please mark your calendar for the 

8th Annual Lakes Memorial Day 
Ceremony.  It’s truly a special 

occasion, and not just for veter-

ans… it’s for everyone who loves 
our country and honors those who 
have given their lives to protect 

our freedoms.  So, if you haven’t 
attended in the past, please try to 
make it this year.  You’ll be glad 

you did. 

Do you know Beach View resident 
Ed Vega?  Well you will after you 
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Do you have a question about 

your community or homeowners 
association?  Would you like to 

contribute information for the 

next Lakes Newsletter?  

If so, please drop our Manager a 
line.  We'll be glad to answer your 
questions in an upcoming edition.  

And we'll do our best to make 

room for your comments. 

Questions & 

Comments? 

www.LakesAssociation.com 

read Donna’s interview.  Ed is one 

of those people who’s always 
willing to help others and get in-

volved in our community. 

Do you ever find yourself wonder-
ing whom you can hire to paint 
your house, fix your plumbing, 
refinish your dock, or redo your 

landscaping?   Every newsletter 
includes a list of vendors that our 
residents have recommended.  

While there are no guarantees on 
their work, it’s nice to know that 
your neighbors have had a good 

experience with them, and that’s a 
lot better than the Yellow Pages.  
So the next time you need some-

one to do some work for you, why 

not check the list on page 4? 

This list is from your neighbors 

and it’s on an honor system.  If 
anyone complains about someone 
on the list, they will be removed 

unconditionally.  Good luck. 

Codes have always been a security 

problem in our community.  Peo-
ple give out codes to anybody.  
The residents of the Lakes Estates  

gate came up with a solution… as 
of March 31st they got rid of all 
their codes.  Instead they use 
plastic swipe cards and remotes.  

They also have the gate directory 
ring their cell phones instead of 
their home phones, so even when 

they’re not at home they can buzz 

in guests and workers. 

Please enjoy this edition, and as 

always, let me know if you have 

any questions or comments. 

 
Greg Toussaint, Editor 

813-3012 
greg@global-markets.com 

Plum Blossoms at The Lakes 
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A Note From Your Community Manager 
Happy Spring! 

We are starting to experience 
rising temperatures.  Dormant 
plants are starting to revive, and 

the community is coming back to 
life.  Please take the opportunity to 
enjoy the weather and spend some 
time outdoors.  Walk around your 

property and check for plants, 
trees and shrubs that may not have 
survived the winter and will need 

to be replaced.  Look for those 
pesky weeds that seem to pop up 
overnight, and have them all re-

moved. 

If you are thinking of some out-
door home improvement projects 

this Spring, don’t forget to submit 

an application to the ARC Com-

mittee before you start any work 
to insure that it complies with the 
guidelines that were mailed to you 

at the end of 2010. 

Since the West Sahara Community 
Association experienced a surplus of 
funds at the end of 2010, you will 

see a $3.30 reduction per month 
from April through December.  
You will see this credit on your 

statement each month. 

Please remember that if you own a 
boat, a current copy of your insur-

ance must be submitted to Bench-

mark Association Services listing 
The Lakes Association as an addi-

tional insured. 

As always, please feel free to con-

tact me with any questions you 

may have regarding the association. 

Sincerely, 

Pam Tigert 
Your Community Manager 
795-3344 (work) 
287-1991 (cell) 

ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net 

Pam Tigert 

8th Annual Lakes Memorial Day Ceremony 
Mark your calendar right 
now so you won’t forget 

this year’s Lakes Memo-
rial Day Ceremony on 
May 30th starting at 

10:00 a.m.  Bring your 
friends and family to this 

moving and patriotic 

occasion.   

As always, the ceremony 
will be conducted jointly 
by The American Le-

gion, "Spirit of Freedom", Post 76 and 

the Fleet Reserve Association, 

"Fabulous Las Vegas", Branch 90. 

The Lakes South Park at the south 

end of our lake provides a beautiful 
setting for the service.  The pres-
entation of colors, a solitary tolling 

of the bell, the laying of a “Wreath 

of Remembrance” on our lake 
with solemn sound of "Taps" echo-
ing in the background, and moving 

speeches made by dignitaries may 

bring a lump to your throat and 

swell your chest with pride. 

We’re expecting some great 
speakers, so don’t miss it this year.  

Make it a point to come out and 
join your neighbors for this special 

occasion.  You’ll be glad you did. 

Springtime is always beautiful here 

at The Lakes.  The fish start biting 
so it’s a great time for fishing.  The 

ducks start building their nests and 

soon we’ll be seeing lots of mother 
ducks with ducklings in tow.  And 
all the turtles come out to bask in 

the warming sun. 

Spring is a time for renewal.  We 
had a cold winter and many of us 
haven’t spent much time in our 

yards lately.  So let’s all take a look 
at our homes, yards, boats and 

docks to see if they need attention.   

Some of your plants may need to 

Spring into Action 
winter, and there’s nothing more 

frustrating than hoping into the 
boat only to find the batteries are 

dead!  So check your batteries and 

make sure they’ve got plenty of 

water and are fully charged. 

Enjoy your Spring! 

be replaced, or your dock may 

need to be refinished.  Do you 
need to replace the canvas on your 

boat?  Is your house paint peeling?   

Spring is also the best time to 
fertilize your plants and grass, and 
treat for weeds.  We can now 
water three days a week (Tuesday, 
Thursday & Saturday) so there’s 

plenty of water. 

Please start now before it get’s too 

hot. 

A lot of us are getting ready to 
take that first boat ride after 
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Meet Your Neighbor: Ed Vega 
Beach View Estates resident Ed 

Vega was born in Guadalajara, 
Mexico.  He moved to South Gate, 
California when he was just six 

years old.   

After joining the Army at seven-
teen he was stationed in Germany 
for two years in the artillery divi-

sion.  After the Army, Ed moved 
to Hollywood and worked in the 
computer department of ARCO for 

ten years. 

One day, while he was running, it 
started to rain and Ed went into a 

building for shelter.  That experi-

ence changed Ed’s life, because 
that building was Glendale College.  

While he waited for the rain to 
stop, some interesting brochures 
caught Ed’s eye.  It was at that 

point in his early forties that Ed 
decided to go back to school to 
get his degree in Drug and Alcohol 
Studies.   He studied hard and 

even volunteered to help the Sal-
vation Army.  With his degree in 
hand, Ed was now able to counsel 

people with addiction problems.   

Before moving to Las Vegas, Ed 
and his partner Jack owned and 

operated the legendary El Cid 
Dinner Theater located at 4212 W. 
Sunset Blvd. in Hollywood.  It was 

originally opened in the early 
1900’s by film-maker D. W. Grif-
fith.  One of Ed’s specialties was, 
and still is, his amazing sangria.  It’s 

duced to running by a friend.  His 

first marathon was in 1993 and he 
ran in two or three marathons 
every year for an amazing total of 

twenty-eight marathons.  But run-
ning so many miles takes its toll, 
and now Ed stays in shape doing 
Yoga and Pilates, and walking his 

dogs.  

This year Ed’s boat was chosen by 
NBC’s TV-3 to be the second 

place award winner in the 2010 
Lakes Festival of Lights Boat Pa-

rade. 

Family, friends, movies, traveling 

and the outdoors are Ed’s pas-
sions.  He loves the beach, moun-

tains, and all kinds of food.  Ed has 

a real zest for life.   

When you see Ed out walking his 

two little Chihuahuas Chachi and 
Leche, be sure to give him wave 

and say “Hi.” 

Donna Toussaint 
Feature Writer 

the best sangria anyone ever 

tasted. They owned El Cid for 
twenty-five years and are still 

friends with the previous owners. 

They sold El Cid and moved to 
their beautiful home in Beach View 
Estates in December of 2002.  Ed 
truly made the Lakes his new 

home in every way.  He got in-
volved with our community from 
the get go.  Whether it is decorat-

ing the Beach View Gate for every 
holiday or decorating the North 
Park for our Lakes Festival of 

Lights, Ed gives his all in everything 
he does.  Each year Ed comes up 

with a new design for our park 

decorations, and he does a great 

job organizing all the volunteers.  

For three years he worked at 

WestCare counseling patients with 
drug and alcohol addictions before 
going to Help of Southern Nevada 
where he currently counsels peo-

ple that are homeless and have 
addiction problems.  He even goes 
through the tunnels, under the 

freeways where the homeless live, 
to help them get back on track 
through counseling and by finding 

safe and clean homes for them to 
live in.  His greatest pleasure is 
when one of his patients turns 

their life around and is able to 

transition back into society. 

Running in marathons has been a 

real passion for Ed. He was intro-

Don’t Damage Dora’s Diet 

look for food in the lake anymore, 

people just threw it at me.   

And you’re right… it’s really 
delicious!  I thought it was great… 

Fast food!   

But then my waistline started to 
grow and my health deteriorated.  

I knew I had to do something, so I 

dieted all winter long.  I trimmed 
down my girlish figure, and now 
I’m ready to find the drake of my 

dreams and start a family.  I want 
to set a good example for my little 
ducklings and teach them good 

eating habits too. 

But I can’t do it without your help.  
Even though I know it’s bad for 

me, I just can’t resist the food you 
throw at me.  So I’m begging you, 
don’t fall for my little quacks and 

Hi neighbors,  

I’m Dora the Duck, and I really need 
your help.  I spend a lot of time in 
Lake Sahara because it’s full of 

really healthy food.  Did you know 
that it’s all natural?  This year I plan 
to start a family here so my 

ducklings can eat healthy too. 

But I must confess, I have a real 
problem with fast food.  I just can’t 
resist it.  Last year I put on so 

much weight that I could hardly fly.  
Human food gave me diarrhea and 
my vet said it was really bad for my 

health.   

Last year, I discovered that I could 
just swim by some people’s back 

yards and quack at them, and they 
would throw what you guys call 
food to me.  I didn't even have to 

my wiggly tail.  I know I’m really 

cute and you like tossing food to 

me, but PLEASE DON’T!   

All human food is bad for me.  

There’s plenty of natural 
food in the lake  that will 
keep me and my family 

healthy.   

By the way, my friend 
Kitty the Catfish told 
me she has the 

same problem I 
have, so we’d really appreciate it if 

you could help us out with this.   

If you promise not to feed me… I 
promise not to poop on your 

dock!  Deal? 

Your friend (quack, quack), Dora 



People often ask who they should 

use for various home services.  
The Lakes Association doesn’t 
qualify or recommend any 

vendors, but some home-
owners have sent us a list of 

vendors that they like.  As a 
service to our members, we 

publish a list of such vendors 

below.   

The Lakes Association takes no 

responsibility for the actual per-
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Vendors Recommended by Your Neighbors 

formance of these vendors.  We’re 

merely passing along recommenda-

tions made by our neighbors. 

Do you have a vendor that does 

great work?  If so, why not recom-
mend them to your neighbors?  
Just send us their name, phone 
number and what their specialty is.  

We’ll be glad to list them in our 
next issue.  Please email the infor-
mation to: 

 greg@global-markets.com. 

We maintain this list on an honor 

system.  We’ll list anyone that a 
homeowner recommends, how-
ever if any homeowner sends us a 

complaint, we’ll unconditionally 
remove that vendor from future 

lists. 

Air Conditioning & Heating 

Rebel Air Conditioning & Heating 

734-7750 

 

Boat Washing & Detailing: 

Michael Walter 

215-9916 

 

Boat Repair: 

Lakes Marina Company 

(ElectraCraft & Duffy) 

Jim Sims 

cdmlmc@cox.net 

871-8792 

 

Gerry's Marine 

Gerry Mullins 

856-0370 

 

Car Washing & Detailing: 

Marquez Mobile Detail 

Jose & Maria Marquez 

807-2078  

 

Decorative Rock: 

Boulders Flagstone Decorative Rock—

Boulder Placement Landscape Supply 

896-2070 

 

Dock Construction & Rework: 

West Craft Inc. 

Chanlee Hall 

382-6167 
 

Handyman: 

PMP Handyman 

Pedro Martinez 

622-5582 

pmphandyman@yahoo.com 

 

Val Dimitro 

286-0323 
 

Housekeeping: 

Emmajean Kinnett 

375-3808 

 

Landscaping: 

MTG Landscaping 

Manuel Garcia 

540-8340 

 

Landscape Design: 

Allen Berry 

743-6666 

 

Lighting and Fans: 

Northern Lights 

438-6600  

www.northernlighslv.com 

 

Masonry Brick Face & Pavers: 

Install Pro  

642-6669  
Matt 205-0821 

Nurseries: 

Moon Valley Nursery  

Don or Juan 

735-8733 
www.moonvalleynursery.com 

 

Turner Greenhouse Cactus 

Dave & Kris Turner 

645-2032 

 

Painters: 

Brad Fisher 

338-7982 

 

Deco Plus Custom Painting  

Julian Lovas 

304-1053 or 810-6537 
 

Paint & Stucco Repair: 

Al Kuhlman Painting 

325-5450 

 

Patio Furniture: 

Ortiz Brothers LLC 

602-490-9777 
 

Somers Furniture 

837-1717 
www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Pest Control: 

Pro-Tech Pest Service 

898-7677 
 

Pool Repair: 

Pool Sharks 

477-7665 
Pool Re-plasterers: 

BND Pool Plaster Specialist 

644-8980 

www.bndplastering.com 

 

Pool Service: 

AA Best Pool Service 

Ron 

480-7705 
  

Sprinkler Installation: 

Moon-Sun Landscapes  

Mark Brightwell  

464-6780 

 

Tree Trimming: 

First choice Tree Service 

564-1998 

 

Upholstery & Canvas Repair: 

Somers Furniture 

837-1717 
www.SomersFurniture.com 

debbi@SomersFurniture.com   

 

Window Replacement: 

Dan Bradley’s Glass Shop 

368-2687 
 

Wood Floor installers: 

Classic Floor Covering  

John Black  

353-5374 

 

In our last newsletter, we 

discussed the recent increase in 
crime in our community.  We also 
suggested that our members get 

rid of their gate codes and use 
safer, more secure methods to 

grant access to our community.   

Well apparently our friends in 

Lakes Estates took this advice to 
heart.   They decided in 
overwhelming numbers to 

Lakes Estates — De-Coded! 
eliminate their gate codes.  So 

effective March 31st, all residents in 
Lakes Estates stopped using gate 
codes entirely, and we commend 

them for their efforts to reduce 

crime in our community. 

We’re going to monitor this pilot 
program, and if it works well we 

may consider it for our other gates 
as well.  We’ll keep you appraised 

of our progress.  

As always, we’d like to hear your 

thoughts on how we can improve 

safety in our community. 
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Lakes Committees: 
Architectural Review Committee: 

Jerry Duskin 

Deborah Manning 

Larry Robbins 

Wayne Schmidtberger 

Laura Tousseau, Chair 

Lake Oversight Committee: 

P.J. Conte 

Jim Palmer 

Greg Toussaint, Chair 

John Wilson 

Energy Conservation Committee 

Harry Kallick 

Larry Robbins 

Donna Toussaint 

Beach View Estates Landscape: 

P. J. Conte 

Jack Heywood 

Donna Toussaint 

Ed Vega 

John Wilson 

Lakeview Landscape: 

Louisa Gray 

Lakes Estates Landscape: 

Nancy Slitz 

North Shore Estates Landscape: 

Harry Kallick 

The Lakes Community Calendar 

April 28, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

May 26, 6:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

May 30, 6:00 a.m. 
Memorial Day Ceremony 

The Lakes South Park 

June 23, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

July 28, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

August 25, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

September 14, 6:00 p.m. 
Lakes Association Annual Meeting of the Members 

Canyon Gate Country Club 

September 22, 6:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting 

Benchmark Association Services, Lakes Branch Office 

December 10, 12 noon until dusk 
2011 Lakes Festival of Lights 

Intersection of Lake East Dr. & Lake Sahara Dr. 

Boat Sales & Services 

Duffy Electric Boats 

17260 Muskrat Avenue 
Adelanto, CA  92301 
(800) 645-1044 

www.duffyboats.com 
Local:  Doug Geinzer 
604-5627  

ElectraCraft 

2251 Townsgate Road 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
(800) 221-2083 
www.electracraft.com 
Local:  The Lakes Marina Company 

www.jimnann.com/electricboats 
Jim Sims 

cdmlmc@cox.net 
871-8792 
871-7095 Fax 

Residents often ask where they can 

buy a boat or how they can get 
their boat serviced.  We have two 
companies that are authorized by 

The Lakes Association to sell and 
service boats on Lake Sahara: Duffy 
Electric Boats and ElectraCraft.  Both 
companies have local representa-

tives that offer excellent boats. 

Important note.  The Lakes Associa-
tion accepts no responsibility for the 

quality of any product or service 

offered by these companies. 

Join a Lakes Committee 
Those who serve on the various 

Lakes Association Committees 
provide a valuable service to all of 
us.  They volunteer their time and 

talents to help improve our com-
munity and we really appreciate 

their contributions. 

If you’re interested in being on any 

of these committees, please send a 
letter, fax or e-mail to our Com-
munity Manager.  Contact informa-

tion is listed on the back page of 

this newsletter.   

Let us know which committee 

interests you, and then tell us a 
little about yourself and why you’d 
like to be on the committee.  We’ll 

be glad to add your name to a list 

to fill an existing or future commit-

tee opening. 

Lose Something? 
Our windy weather often blows 

things away.  When our lake main-
tenance crew finds personal prop-
erty floating in the lake, they store 

it for 90 days.  If you’ve lost lawn 
furniture, seat cushions, pool toys, 

etc. you may be able to get them 

back.   

Just call Danny Sims at 461-0477 
and he’ll let you know if he has 

your item. 



www.LakesAssociation.com 

Phone: 795-3344 
Fax: 933-4876 

The Lakes Association 
c/o Benchmark Association Services 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 

Lakes Association Board of Directors Meeting Notice 

Board of Directors 

Meeting Notice 

Day:  The fourth Thursday of each 

month (except November and 

December). 

Time:  All meetings begin at 6:00 

p.m. 

Location: 

Benchmark - Lakes Branch 

8685 West Sahara Avenue 
Suite 280 
Las Vegas, NV  89117 
(Behind Burger King) 

 

 

In accordance with NRS 116.3108, 
this shall serve as notice of the 

Board of Directors meetings of 
The Lakes Association.  The Board 

of Directors will meet in Executive 
Session one hour prior to each 

regular Board Meeting.   

Board of Directors 

Greg Toussaint, President 

Nancy Slitz, Vice President 
Burt Steinberg, Sec’y./Treas. 

Harry Kallick, Director 

Larry Robbins, Director 

Important Contacts: 
 
Our Manager: 

Pam Tigert 

 795-3344 (work) 
 287-1991 (cell) 
 933-4876 (fax) 

ptigert@benchmarkproperties.net 
 

 

Roving Patrol: 
(6 p.m. to 4 a.m.) 
Securitas Security Services 
 210-8377 

charge, or in paper format at a 

cost not to exceed 25 cents per 
page for the first 10 pages, and 10 
cents per page thereafter.   The 

minutes may also be downloaded 
at no cost from the Association 

website.   

Board meetings are open to all 

members of the Association, and 
you are welcome to speak to the 
Board of Directors during the 

homeowner open forums.  Please 
reserve your comments for that 
portion of the meeting.  We en-

courage you to attend. 

As an owner, you have a right to 

request a copy of the audio 
recording, the min-
utes, or a sum-

mary of the 
minutes of the 
meeting.  The 

minutes can be 
p rov ided  i n 
electronic format 

by email at no 


